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Public Comment Analysis 

 

Date:    November 15, 2010 

 

Topic:  The Proposed Grade Expansion of P.S. 157 Benjamin Franklin (14K157) 

to a K-8 School 

 

Date of Panel Vote:  November 16, 2010 

 

 

Summary of Proposal 

 

P.S. 157 Benjamin Franklin (14K157, or “P.S. 157”) is an existing elementary school, located at 

850 Kent Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11205, in Community School District 14. It currently serves 

students in Kindergarten through fifth grade and offers a Pre-Kindergarten program. On October 

1, 2010, the New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) published an educational impact 

statement (“EIS”) describing a proposal to implement a “grade expansion” at P.S. 157, whereby 

the school would begin enrolling sixth-graders for the 2011-2012 school year. P.S. 157 would 

then grow to serve seventh graders in the 2012-2013 school year and eighth graders in the 2013-

2014 school year. P.S. 157 would complete its expansion by September 2013, at which point it 

would enroll students in Kindergarten through eighth grade. The proposed grade expansion is not 

expected to affect the existing Pre-Kindergarten program at P.S. 157. 

 

Currently, P.S. 157 students can apply to citywide, borough-wide, and district-wide middle 

schools through the Middle School Choice process. Under this grade expansion, P.S. 157 

students will retain all of those options, but they would also have the new option to remain at 

P.S. 157 for middle school. As a result, P.S. 157 students would have more middle school 

choices than in the past. While P.S. 157 fifth graders would receive priority admission to the 

school’s middle-school grades, any remaining seats would be open to other rising sixth graders, 

thereby increasing options for students throughout District 14. 

 

At the same time, several District 14 middle schools are located in buildings that are highly 

utilized, meaning that they are vulnerable to becoming overcrowded. Those conditions could 

worsen due to the relocation of Achievement First Endeavor Charter School (84K508, 

“Achievement First Endeavor”), which had granted priority admission to District 14 students. As 

a result of that school’s relocation to District 13, priority admission to Achievement First 

Endeavor will instead be granted to District 13 students. Expanding P.S. 157 would therefore 

reduce the risk of overcrowding at other District 14 middle schools. 
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Until recently, Achievement First Endeavor was “co-located” with P.S. 157, meaning that the 

two schools shared space in the same building. In January 2010, Achievement First Endeavor 

moved to a private facility in District 13, opening up space in the building that houses P.S. 157.  

 

The proposal to expand P.S. 157 into a K-8 school initially came from the school community. In 

July, a team of P.S. 157 teachers and administrators submitted a formal application to expand the 

school. That application was supported by P.S. 157 parents and the broader community 

surrounding the school. This suggests a high level of satisfaction with the school and parent 

confidence that an expanded P.S. 157 would better suit the needs of their children than existing 

middle school options within the District. The application was approved by the Department of 

Education (“DOE”) in September 2010. 

 

Summary of Comments Received at the Joint Public Hearing 

 

 A joint public hearing regarding this proposal was held at P.S. 157 Benjamin Franklin on 

November 1, 2010.  At that hearing, interested parties had an opportunity to provide input on the 

proposal.  Approximately 130 members of the public attended the hearing, and 21 people spoke.  

Present at the meeting were District 14 Superintendent James Quail; P.S. 157 PTA President, 

Rosaura Robledo Torrijos; School Leadership Team members, Janeth Flores, Liliana Salinas, 

Elizabeth Rangel, Josefina Torres, and Silvia Lopez; CCSE members, Ellen McHugh and Laurie 

Podvesker; District 14 Community Education Council member Tesa Wilson; and P.S. 157 

Principal Maribel Torres; Remarks were made by New York City Councilmember Letitia James.  

 

The following comments and remarks were made at the joint public hearing: 

 

1. Councilmember Letitia James stated that she is in full support of the proposal, and she 

believes P.S. 157 has never been in a better position to develop as a school.  She 

recommends that the Panel for Education Policy share the same vision. 

2. Numerous commenters expressed excitement, happiness, and support for the proposal. 

3. Commenters expressed a belief that the expansion will strengthen their children and 

community, academically and socially, and it will lead them to a better future. 

4. Commenters suggested that the expansion of the school will make it easier for parents to 

pick up multiple children of different ages who would be able to go to the same school. 

5. A commenter suggested that right now is the right time to expand the school because it 

supports the psychological welfare of children by preventing them from having to 

transition to a new school. 

6. A commenter suggested that the expansion of the school will offer positive options to the 

growing number of people who are moving from Manhattan to the neighborhood. 

7. A commenter stated that they are in support of the proposal only if the kids are getting a 

quality education. 

8. A commenter stated that he perceives the school to be very supportive, and it is one of the 

best schools in District 14. 

9. Commenters suggested that the school’s academic performance is positive grounds for 

approval of the proposal. 



3 

 

10. Commenters suggested that approval of the proposal is favorable on the basis of the 

school’s involvement in the community, academically, socially, and personally, and on 

the school’s quality of staff. 

11. A commenter queried about whether the proposal would lead to an expansion of special 

education programs, in context of her first grade grandson whom she believes is not 

receiving sufficient special education service. 

12. A commenter queried about whether the presence of older kids would lead to safety 

issues for the younger children. 

 

The DOE received a comment at the Joint Public Hearing which did not directly relate to 

the proposal.  

13. A commenter suggested that the school’s Halloween decorations take into account 

compassion for little children, as she perceived the recent decorations to be terrifying for 

children. 

14. A commenter suggested that there are many incompetent principals who are not 

dedicated, and there are kids coming to the neighborhood to take jobs and houses, and 

homes are becoming very expensive in that area.  As part of the same comment, the 

commenter stated that there are many dedicated teachers. 

15. A commenter queried about the lower grade received on the recently released progress 

report compared to years past. 

 

Summary of  Issues Raised in Written and/or Oral Comments Submitted to the DOE 

 

1. A commenter expressed support for the proposal and noted that he has never seen the 

school so successful. 

 

 

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed  

and Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

 Comments 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 express support of the proposal and do not require a response. 

 

 With regard to comment 6, the EIS states that “P.S. 157’s performance has been higher 

than the District 14 elementary school average in mathematics, and comparable to the District 14 

average in ELA.”  The EIS also states, “the DOE is confident that P.S. 157 is well-positioned for 

the proposed grade expansion based on the school’s strong culture and leadership, performance 

history and solid connections to the community.” 

  

Comment 7 expresses support for the school’s record and does not require a response. 

  

Comments 8 and 9 both express support for the proposal on grounds of their favorable 

view of the school and do not require responses. 
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With regard to comment 11, the EIS states, “The DOE does not anticipate that the 

proposed grade expansion will impact special education students or English Language Learners 

(ELL). P.S. 157 will continue to meet the needs of its special education students and ELL 

students in grades K-5. As the school grows to serve older students, sixth through eighth graders 

with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) or requiring ELL services will continue to be 

appropriately served by the school. Similarly, the proposed grade expansion is not expected to 

affect the existing Pre-Kindergarten program at P.S. 157.”  Moreover, at the Joint Public Hearing 

on November 1, 2010, the superintendent responding by pointing out the reform initiatives 

underway aimed at improving special education. 

 

With regard to comment 12, the EIS states, “While the DOE acknowledges that there are 

notable differences between an elementary school and a middle school, the DOE is confident that 

P.S. 157 is well-positioned for the proposed grade expansion based on the school’s strong culture 

and leadership, performance history and solid connections to the community.” Moreover, at the 

Joint Public Hearing on November 10, 2010, the principal pointed out that the grade expansion 

would occupy space recently vacated by a middle school. 

 

Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

No changes in the proposal were made in response to public feedback. 


