Facilitation Guide

Activity: Current vs. Common Core-Aligned 3-8 State Assessments (60 minutes) 

Overview:
Participants will review actual test items from the 2009-10 New York State ELA and math tests and sample items from the new 2012-13 tests. They will discuss what makes the new tests more rigorous and identify possible implications for classroom practice. 

Outcomes:
Participants will identify the differences between current state test items and 2012-13 Common Core-aligned sample test items, and analyze implications for classroom practice.

Guiding Questions:
· How will the Common Core-aligned state ELA and math tests in 2012-13 differ from current state tests?
· Given the change in assessments and the demands of the Common Core, how might instruction need to shift to ensure students are prepared?

Materials:
· Upcoming Changes to New York State Tests
· Crosswalk of Common Core Instructional Shifts in ELA/Literacy and Math
· 8th Grade ELA Comparison
· 3rd Grade Math Comparison
· 6th Grade Math Comparison
· Test Items Comparison Answer Key
· Chart paper and markers

Facilitation Notes:
1. Review the context. (5 minutes). Facilitator explains that New York State is in the midst of transitioning to Common Core-aligned tests and that beginning in 2012-13, students in grades 3-8 will take new tests that are aligned to the Common Core. Facilitator then asks participants to review the Upcoming Changes to New York State Tests handout and the group discusses any questions that arise.

2. Introduce the activity. (5 minutes). Facilitator frames the activity:
· The purpose of this activity is to identify some of the implications for classroom practice indicated by the new Common Core-aligned state tests.
· First we’ll review the instructional shifts required by the Common Core, and then we’ll determine how the new test items differ from the old ones, reflecting these instructional shifts. Finally, we’ll discuss the instructional adjustments we might need to make as a team.

3. Review the Crosswalk of Common Core Instructional Shifts. (10 minutes). Facilitator introduces the Crosswalk of Common Core Instructional Shifts. If participants know it well, facilitator asks them to take a few minutes to review it before they examine the test items. If it is new to them, the facilitator explains that:
· The set of 6 shifts on the left was developed by the NY State Department of Education
· The set of 3 shifts on the right was developed by a nonprofit organization called Student Achievement Partners 
· Both sets of shifts are intended to help educators understand the major changes required by the Common Core in terms of both curriculum and instruction in ELA and math, and to reflect the higher level of rigor required by the standards
· This “crosswalk” document was created by the DOE to illustrate how the two sets fit together
· Participants will see some of these shifts reflected in the 2012-13 test items

Facilitator asks participants to read over the document, and the group discusses any questions that arise. 

4. Review the two sets of test items. (10 minutes). Facilitator distributes or directs participants to the grade level assessments the team will be looking at (8th grade ELA, 3rd grade math, or 6th grade math). Facilitator then asks participants to:
· Read the 2009-10 test items to themselves, making notes about the level of rigor they observe. To what extent do the test items reflect the shifts articulated in the crosswalk document? 
· Take a moment to share out impressions before moving on.
· Read 2012-13 test items to themselves, making notes about the level of rigor they observe. To what extent do the test items reflect the shifts articulated in the crosswalk document? 

(Note: For ELA items, participants should read the entire text provided as well as the tasks that follow, making observations about both components.)

5. Compare the two sets of test items. (10 minutes). Facilitator leads a discussion of the two sets of tasks, charting observations about each and noting the differences between them. The group discusses the following questions:
· For ELA, what do we notice about the reading passage and writing tasks in the old tests? What about the new test items? What tells us that the new items are more rigorous than the old ones?
· For math, what do we notice about the math problems on the old test? What about the new test items? What tells us that the new items are more rigorous than the old ones?
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6. Check the group’s observations. (5 minutes). Facilitator then shares the Test Items Comparison Answer Key, and participants discuss how their observations align or differ.

7. Analyze implications. (15 minutes). Facilitator leads the group in a discussion of the following questions (while charting):
· What would our students need to know and be able to do to respond to these kinds of tasks and assessment items?
· What are the implications for classroom practice?
· What are the implications for our team or school community?
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