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The School Context 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis High School is a High School with 709 students from 9 through 
grade 12. The school population comprises 23% Black, 70% Hispanic, 3% White, and 4% Asian 
students. The student body includes 9% English language learners and 18% special education 
students. Boys account for 45% of the students enrolled and girls account for 55%. The average 
attendance rate for the school year 2012 - 2013 was 78%. 
 

School Quality Criteria 
 
Instructional Core 

To what extent does the school… Area of: Rating: 

1.1  Ensure engaging, rigorous, and coherent curricula in 

all subjects, accessible for a variety of learners and 

aligned to Common Core Learning Standards and/or 

content standards 

Focus Developing 

1.2  Develop teacher pedagogy from a coherent set of 

beliefs about how students learn best that is informed 

by the instructional shifts and Danielson Framework 

for Teaching, aligned to the curricula, engaging, and 

meets the needs of all learners so that all students 

produce meaningful work products 

Additional 
Findings 

Developing 

2.2  Align assessments to curricula, use on-going 
assessment and grading practices, and analyze 
information on student learning outcomes to adjust 
instructional decisions at the team and classroom 
levels 

Additional 
Findings 

Proficient 

School Culture   

To what extent does the school… Area of: Rating: 

3.4  Establish a culture for learning that communicates 
high expectations to staff, students, and families, and 
provide supports to achieve those expectations 

Celebration Proficient 

Systems for Improvement   

To what extent does the school… Area of: Rating: 

4.2  Engage in structured professional collaborations on 
teams using an inquiry approach that promotes shared 
leadership and focuses on improved student learning 

Additional 
Findings 

Proficient 
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Area of Celebration 

Quality Indicator: 3.4 High 
Expectations 

Rating: Proficient 

 
Findings 
High expectations are consistently communicated to teachers via the use of the Danielson 
Framework for Teaching in the observation process and workshops. Guidance counselors, 
teachers, and advisors consistently communicate high expectations for all students via courses, 
advisory, and conferences. 
 
Impact 
The structures of support and accountability among the faculty and students regarding literacy 
provide a set of clear expectations for teaching and learning, thus improving teaching practice 
and student achievement regarding literacy skills. 
 
Supporting Evidence 

 Frequent classroom observations and feedback from administrators based on the 
analysis of measures for Student Learning data hold teachers accountable for their 
performance and rating. 

 The alignment of professional development to Domain 3B of the Danielson Framework 
for Teaching "Using Questioning and Discussion Techniques" via use of the Depth of 
Knowledge (DOK) chart, inter-visitations using 3B as the lens, and the expectation to 
see evidence of high level questioning and discussion techniques embedded in lesson 
plans, have resulted in an improvement in the aggregate score of 2.4/4 for Domain 3B. 

  The portfolio and conferencing process offers students an opportunity to reflect and 
receive feedback on their goals and academic progress as well as design and implement 
individualized plans of support to prepare them for the next level. 

  The principal’s newsletters to staff and parents communicate the school events, 
systems, and protocols and hold them accountable for the expectations attached to 
these events. 

 The College and Career Readiness Program sponsored by the College Office provides 
guidance in college research and the college application process by tracking students' 
college and admission’s pathway, meeting with families, conferencing with students, and 
visiting classrooms to present on relevant topics.
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Area of Focus 

Quality Indicator: 1.1 Curriculum Rating: Developing 

 
Findings 
The school is in the process of aligning curricula to content standards and Common Core 
Learning Standards. The development and planning of rigorous curricula and academic tasks 
vary across subjects.  
 
Impact 
Curriculum maps list Common Core Learning Standards, yet lesson plans and tasks do not 
consistently emphasize higher order skills so that all students can engage in high-level 
discussion and intellectual work. 
 
Supporting Evidence 

 While most lesson plans offered choice according to Depth of Knowledge DOK levels 
one through four, the reading sources and materials provided to students were in the 
form of Q and A documents, paragraphs, and one to two page articles and readings; 
thus limiting opportunities for students to read complex text and analyze multiple sources 
of data. 

 Lesson plans listed Common Core Learning Standards, such as interpretation of 
complicated mathematical expressions, participation in collaborative discussion, 
coherent writing, and analysis of structures of relationships among concepts of a text. 
However, many tasks did not fully align with these standards and were of low rigor, 
including fill in charts, match names to pictures, design a logo and slogan, fill in the 
blank, thus preventing students from acquiring rigorous habits and higher-order skills. 

 According to the principal, the school adapted instructional materials from Engage NY 
and teachers were asked to revise the curriculum by implementing literacy skills and 
aligning to the Common Core. 

 While teachers attempt to integrate the instructional shifts, the units of study and 
curriculum maps design varies across departments. For example, the AP Biology 
curriculum map lists course overview, exam date, required materials, big ideas, enduring 
understanding, and the seven Science practices. The Living Environment curriculum 
map includes topics, CCSS, content, skills, and assessments. The United States History 
curriculum guide includes unit themes, essential questions, overarching themes, 
objective, content, strategies, resources, assessments, and CCSS. Algebra II and 
Trigonometry includes the aim and lesson performance objectives, performance 
indicators for each lesson.  
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Additional Findings 

Quality Indicator: 1.2 Pedagogy Rating: Developing 

 
Findings 
Teaching strategies, including questioning and discussion techniques inconsistently provide 
appropriately challenging tasks. Student work and discussions reflect uneven levels of thinking.  
 
Impact 
Across classrooms, scaffolds provide multiple entry points to struggling learners, yet routines 
and questioning techniques inconsistently provide challenging tasks that promote rigorous 
student work product and student thinking and participation. 
 
Supporting Evidence 

 While conversations with students in Advanced Placement and upper level courses 
indicated that there was choice of task according to the DOK tool, graphic organizers, 
and collaborative work, the work product of students across classrooms reflected 
uneven levels of student thinking, such as the creation of a slogan, listing, recalling, 
matching the name of plant cells, and writing a one paragraph synthesis or summary of 
the main idea of an autobiography. 

 Across classrooms, students were engaged in the completion of graphic organizers and 
activity sheets, for example, using a word box to identify concepts and complete 
sentences, sentence starters, one sentence definition of vocabulary and concepts, index 
cards to match written equations and learn about characters 

 In one English language arts course, students were asked to understand the impact of 
“herd mentality” in the play The Crucible by Arthur Miller in which students read the Act I 
and II of The Crucible and a non-fiction article about herd mentality. Students were 
asked to summarize, connect the article to The Crucible and apply the concept of herd 
mentality to everyday life through protocols and group work. These tasks and 
questioning allowed students to articulate their thinking and the connections they made 
about the text, article, and personal experiences. In some classrooms, teachers 
embedded vocabulary words in the activity sheets and posted them on the board, 
however, student demonstration of understanding and application of vocabulary and 
concepts varied across classrooms.  
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Quality Indicator: 2.2 Assessment Rating: Proficient 

 
Findings 
Teachers use and create common assessments and rubrics to determine student progress and 
adjust curricula.  
 
Impact 
The school’ systems to monitor progress of students through reflection, conference, and data 
analysis are effectively used when providing actionable feedback to students and adjusting the 
school curricula. 
 
Supporting Evidence 

 Assessment and feedback from midterms, final examinations, and Regent exams early 
in the year revealed that students needed to improve their reading and writing skills. 
Consequently, lesson plans now embed academic vocabulary. 

 The initial goal selection sheet of a student in a Global History and Geography course 
includes an agreement statement to work towards the identified academic goals. Some 
of the goals include citing strong thorough textual evidence, determine the central idea of 
a text, determine the author’s point of view, determine the meaning of word and phrases 
as they are used in a text, and analyze a complex set of ideas of sequences. Together 
teacher and student reviewed the goals, assessed growth, and refined the plan at the 
end of the marking period. 

 The student conferencing and performance reflection process at the end of each 
marking period includes a series of questions that help students reflect on their grade, 
fairness of the grade, effort, and successes, as well as connections to their academic 
goals, including reading, writing, and vocabulary. 
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Quality Indicator: 4.2 Teacher teams 
and leadership 
development 

Rating: Proficient 

 
Findings 
Teachers are engaged in structured professional collaborations and consistently examine data 
and student work for students in their discipline level teams.  
 
Impact 
The work of teacher teams in inquiry-based collaborations has resulted in improved assessment 
practice and student achievement. 
 
Supporting Evidence 

 Teachers within their department structures meet to analyze student data and identify 
strategies to be implemented as a department-wide approach. For example, the global 
studies department implemented a writing portfolio project and the science department 
implemented the portfolio and conferencing process. 

 Teachers in the English department use protocols to examine student work. For 
example, after analyzing an essay by a student with learning difficulties, teachers were 
able to identify scaffold activities such as asking the student to answer three questions 
throughout the lesson, provide him with a checklist to ensure he is on task, and include 
sentence starters when helping him start developing an essay. 

 The school community agreed to create additional time for teachers to collaborate on 
inquiry work, thus every Wednesday, teachers bring three pieces of student work to their 
respective teams where they meet from 2:06 to 3:15PM, resulting in a school wide 
approach to scaffolding the learning of students. 

 

 

 

 


