
Interim Assessment with 
Instructional Impact
How to use the formative, low-stakes testing system to support 
teaching and learning in New York City. 
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Training Outline

Part 3: Reporting
• Administrator Reports
• Teacher Reports
• Student Reports

Part 4: Moving Forward
• Additional Information
• Contact Information
• Questions and Answers

Part 1: Program Overview
• An Introduction to 

The Princeton Review
• Formative Assessment
• Program Goals

Part 2: Testing
• Online Assessment
• Paper & Pencil Assessment



Part 1: Program OverviewPart 1: Program Overview
An Introduction to The Princeton ReviewAn Introduction to The Princeton Review
Formative AssessmentFormative Assessment
Program GoalsProgram Goals
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A Formidable Partner for NYC Teachers

As an educational organization, The Princeton Review 
supports student achievement. 

• We have a 20+ year history of using formative testing to 
support teaching and learning.

• We understand how testing affects teacher behavior and 
student performance.

• We help teachers use data to drive instruction and thus 
improvement.

• We work with more than 5,000 schools nationwide.
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Interim Assessments as a Practice

Our multifaceted program of interim assessments

• aligns state standards, testing, and instructional support

• supports teachers in building students’ achievement

• provides information that helps teachers differentiate 
instruction to each student’s needs
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Common Testing Complaints

There’s too much.
It’s not useful.
It’s not timely.
It’s too intrusive.

We Understand.
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Assessment That Serves Teachers

A good program of formative assessment has different 
priorities from summative programs:

• Very quick turnaround and analysis

• Used to inform and guide teachers

• No negative consequences for students, teachers, or schools

• Direct links to specific professional development for teachers and 
instructional interventions for students

Assessment FOR learning, not assessment OF learning
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Interim Assessments

• Formative assessment 2-3 times per year for all students in grades 
3–8 in math and ELA 

• Low-stakes, 20 questions, un-timed
• Aligned to New York State Standards
• Administered online or on paper, depending upon school capacity
• Reports for online assessments will be available one day after 

testing; reports for paper & pencil testing will be available within 
five working days

• Reports linked to thousands of instructional resources by specific 
standard and learning objective

• Data not made public
• Strong professional development within each network, to support 

the use of data-driven instruction
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Test Creation and Alignment

Tests are aligned to the New York State 
Standards:
• 7 Math Strands
• 3 ELA Strands
All strands will be tested, but not necessarily on every 
test.
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Test Creation and Alignment

Questions cover three levels:
• Review: Teachers can use these questions to evaluate 

baseline readiness and precursory skills.
• Current: These questions provide an indication of 

how well students have mastered current material.
• Advanced: These questions help identify students 

who may be ready for more advanced skills and 
concepts.
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Materials

Available Program Materials Include:

• Program Overviews
• Instructions for Paper & Pencil Assessments
• Instructions for Online Assessments
• Quick Guides to Reporting
• Guides to Interim Assessment 
(k12.princetonreview.com/nyc)
• Paper & Pencil Testing Materials
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Testing Calendar

October December February

Grade 3 Math
Math
ELA

Math 
ELA

Grades 4 and 8 Math
ELA

Math
ELA

Math

Grades 5, 6, and 7 Math
ELA

Math
ELA

Math
ELA



Part 2: TestingPart 2: Testing
Online Assessment  Online Assessment  
Paper & Pencil AssessmentPaper & Pencil Assessment
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Online Test Administration: 
Student Experience

Web Address for Online Testing:

nyc.princetonreview.com
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Online Test Administration: 
Student Experience
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Online Test Administration: 
Student Experience
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Online Test Administration: 
Tutorial
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Online Test Administration: 
Student Testing Experience
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Online Test Administration: 
Student Testing Experience
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Online Test Administration: 
Student Experience
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Online Test Administration: 
Student Experience



22

Online Test Administration

Online Materials and Support Documents

• Administrator Instructions for Online Assessments
• Teacher Instructions for Online Assessments 
• Technical Check Documentation
• Quick Guides to Reporting for Administrators and Teachers
• Extra Paper & Pencil Testing Materials

Administrator 
Packet

• Class Roster with Student Usernames and Passwords
• Student Account Information for Parents
• Quick Guide to Reporting for Students

Separate 
Shipment

• Guides to Interim Assessments (k12.princetonreview.com/nyc)Online
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Online Test Administration

Administrators
• Schedule computer resources for all students. 
• Distribute Class Rosters to teachers and double-check that all  

students have usernames and passwords.

Teachers
• Create new student accounts if necessary.
• Use the Teacher Instructions to Online Assessment to administer

the tests.
• Send student account information home to parents. 
• When the test is completed, consult the Quick Guides to 

Reporting for information on viewing the results.
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Introduction to the 
Interim Assessment System
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Introduction to the 
Interim Assessment System
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Introduction to the 
Interim Assessment System
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Paper & Pencil Test Administration
Paper & Pencil Materials and Support Documents

First Shipment
• Administrator and Teacher Program Overviews
• Administrator and Teacher Instructions for Paper & Pencil Assessments
• Quick Guides to Reporting for Administrators and Teachers
• Envelopes for Student Answer Sheet Return

Second Shipment
• Mathematics Test Booklets
• English Language Arts Test Booklets

Third Shipment
• Preprinted Student Answer Sheets for Math and ELA
• Extra Blank Student Answer Sheets
• School Roster with Student Names and NYC ID Numbers

Fourth Shipment
• Class Rosters with Student Usernames and Passwords
• Quick Guides to Reporting for Students
• Student Account Information for Parents

Administrator 
Packet
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Paper & Pencil Test Administration
Paper & Pencil Test Administration Procedure

Administrators
Receive and distribute all materials: 
• Teacher Overview 
• Teacher Instructions 
• Administrator and Teacher Quick Guides 
• Math and ELA Test Booklets 
• Student Answer Sheets
• Class Header Sheet

Check School Roster and fill out 
necessary blank answer sheets.

Return all testing forms in the 
envelope to the Regional Office 
according to the Interim Assessment 
Memo.
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Paper & Pencil Test Administration

Paper & Pencil Test Administration Procedure

Teachers
Gather all testing materials from 
administrator.

Use the Teacher Instructions to 
administer the assessment.

Collect student answer sheets, 
double-check all student information 
on answer sheets.
Return all testing forms and the Class 
Header Sheet in the poly-bag to the 
school administrator.



Part 3: ReportingPart 3: Reporting
Administrator ReportsAdministrator Reports
Teacher ReportsTeacher Reports
Student ReportsStudent Reports
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Accessing Reports

Reporting Web Address:

k12.princetonreview.com/nyc
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Administrator Reports
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Administrator Reports
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Administrator Reports: 
Benchmark Test Results
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Administrator Reports: 
Benchmark Test Results
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Administrator Benchmark Reports: 
School by School
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Administrator Benchmark Reports: 
School Level
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Administrator Benchmark Reports: 
Student Level
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Administrator Benchmark Reports: 
Disaggregate
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Teacher Reports
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Teacher Reports
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Teacher Reports: Test Results
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Teacher Reports: 
Question Detail Test Results
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Teacher Reports: 
Skill-Based Test Results
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Teacher Reports: 
Skill-Breakdown
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Skill Resources
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Skill Resources
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Student Reports
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Student Reports
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Student Reports



Part 4: Moving ForwardPart 4: Moving Forward
Additional InformationAdditional Information
Contact InformationContact Information
Questions and AnswersQuestions and Answers
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Introduction to the 
Interim Assessment System
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Introduction to the 
Interim Assessment System
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Introduction to the 
Interim Assessment System
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The Interim Assessment System: 
Adding and Removing Students



56

The Ideal Formative Tool

• Optionally, teachers can create their own assignments in 1to 2 
minutes, aligned to summative standards and their curriculum. 
These can be administered online or on paper.

• If administered on paper, teachers can enter student answers to 
access the same, useful reporting that they are used to.

• Students can quiz themselves easily, with data reported through 
the system. 

• Question pool of 170,000 items ensures depth without duplication.

• Provides information and context to help teachers differentiate 
instruction for each student.
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Using the Interim Assessment System
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Using the Interim Assessment System to 
Create Tests
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Using the Interim Assessment System to 
Create Tests
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Using the Interim Assessment System to 
Create Tests
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Professional Development

• The key to useful interim testing is useful Professional 
Development.

• After each assessment, The Princeton Review can provide 
trainings with instructional leaders at the region and network 
levels, to review the test results and discuss using the results
in the classroom.
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How to Use Data

• Grouping students
• 3 levels of achievement
• Changing achievement level settings
• Pinpointing strengths and weaknesses
• Making decisions in the classroom
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Contact Information

You can reach Customer Support in three ways:
• Send an email to iasupport@review.com. We will respond within 24 hours 
(Monday through Friday). 
• Call The Princeton Review’s K-12 Customer Support Team at 1-888-888-1178 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. during test administration, and 
between 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. at all other times.
• For immediate response between 12:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, log into the Interim Assessment System and click the Live Help Chat link. 
The Live Help Chat link appears in a blue box on the left of each screen.

For information online:
• k12.princetonreview.com/nyc (The Interim Assessment System)

• nycenet.edu (The New York City Department of Education)
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Summary

• Formative assessments are low-stakes.
• Used to inform instruction and support teaching.
• Tests are non-intrusive and easy to administer.
• Data will be available soon after tests are taken.

Assessment FOR learning not assessment OF learning
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