ITEM ANALYSIS OF THE 2008-2009 NYS SOCIAL STUDIES EXAMS – GRADES 5 & 8
README

This Item Analysis tool is intended to be as self-explanatory as possible, so you may be able to get all the info you need by simply making selections, and then clicking the various tabs at the bottom of the worksheet, to access numerous different views of the data.  You are encouraged to view every tab (page) in the file.  Below is a detailed description of what is contained on each tab.
Tables:  This is the main page.  When you open the document for the first time, it will automatically open here.  The selections you make on this page will control all the data that is displayed throughout the document, so you must return to this page whenever you want to change the data that you are viewing.  Once selections are made from the drop-down lists, it will list all items in order from highest score to lowest score, with standard/unit info, and distracter data.  Note that each item (with distracter data) may not total to 100% for two reasons; 1) Each figure is rounded to the nearest 1%, and 2) some students may have left the question blank.  There are hot links to each test item.  You must be connected to the internet to access the individual items.  

Perf by Item Num:  A graphical display of average scores, listed numerically from Item 1 to the end of the exam.  

Perf by Standard:  Graphical display of average scores on each item, items grouped by standard, hotlinks to items.  Lists the relevant standard and unit on which the item was based.
Perf by Unit:  Graphical display of average scores on each item, items grouped by unit, hotlinks to items.  Lists the relevant unit and standard on which the item was based.
Comp to City:  This chart is intended to give you a view of how your selected group (class/school/network etc) performed on each item relative to the city as a whole.  Items are arranged numerically from Item 1 to the end of the test.  This is a graphical comparison of average scores of the selected group versus the city wide averages for the same item.  A positive value indicates that the selected group scored higher than the city for that item, a negative value indicates that the selected group scored lower than the city average for that item.  So, for example, if the group you selected (class/school/network etc) scored 75% correct on a particular item, and the citywide average for that item was 70%, this item would appear as +5% (a bar extending to the right to +5%).  Conversely, if the group you selected scored 60% on that item and the citywide average for that item was 70%, this item would appear as -10% (a bar extending to the left to -10%).  
Comp to School:  This is only applicable if you group by “class”. This chart is intended to give you a view of how the selected class performed on each item relative to the remainder of the school.  “Remainder of the school” means the rest of the school NOT including the selected class.  A positive value indicates that the selected class scored higher than the remainder of the school for that item, a negative value indicates that the selected class scored lower than the remainder of the school for that item.  So, for example, if the class you selected scored 75% correct on a particular item, and the remainder of the school scored 70% for that item, this item would appear as +5% (a bar extending to the right to +5%).  Conversely, if the class you selected scored 60% on that item and the remainder of the school scored 70% for that item, this item would appear as -10% (a bar extending to the left to -10%).  Items are listed in numerical order

All Classes:  This table gives an overview of all classes at the selected school, the scores on each item, and summary data.   

Passing Rate:  These charts give a summary of the percent of students at level 3/4 and level 1.  To view the data, you must group the data by school or class.

Hot Links to Test Items:  All of the tabs (pages) include hot links out to the actual test items, including standard and unit information.  For multiple choice questions (Part 1), each item is linked to one standard and unit.  For Parts 2, 3A, and 3B, the results are reported as aggregates, as that is how the data is received from the state.  Therefore, for Parts 2, 3A, and 3B, the actual test items are grouped together.
Excel 2007 vs Excel 2003:  The file has been optimized for excel 2007.  However, it will work perfectly well in Excel 2003, but some formatting may be lost.  If at all possible, you are encouraged to view it in Excel 2007.
Questions/Comments?  Please feel free to email Joe Quigley at jquigley@schools.nyc.gov.

