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Science Item Analyses – 2009
READ ME
A description of each worksheet in the file follows.  These worksheets are accessed by hitting the little “tabs” on the lower left of your screen.  You are encouraged to view all three worksheets.
Tables

Select your school from the drop down menu.  The spreadsheet will automatically load.  Items will be listed from highest score (for the selected school) to lowest score.  

Hot links are provided to each of the individual items, at right.  You can see exactly what the item was (the question on the test), and the NY State standard on which the item was based.  Performance test items are sequestered (not available).  Hot links are also provided to a) the multiple choice scoring key, b) the extended response rating guide, and c) a copy of the entire written test, for each year.

Charts

Please also open the second tab in the workbook (at the bottom, toward the left) called “Charts”.  It contains graphical comparisons of the performance of your school vs the city-wide averages for the items in question, and summaries of student performance on each of the question types; multiple choice, extended response, and performance questions.  If your school scored lower than the city-wide average for a particular item, this will appear as a negative value.  If your school scored higher than the city-wide average on a particular item, it will appear as a positive value.  
For example, if your school scored an average of 75% correct on item 10, and the city-wide average for item 10 was 65%, this chart would read +10%.  In general, for items in the positive (+) region, your school scored higher than the city.  For items in the negative (-) region, your school scored lower than the city.

4 Year Comparison

This sheet will give you a graphical display of the overall performance for the past four years.
Other Notes
· Mean Scale Score – For all students who took the test at each school, this number is calculated by converting the raw score to a scale score by applying the appropriate conversion.
· Passing Rate – This is the total number of students scoring at level 3 or level 4, divided by the total number of students who took the test, for each school.

·  Question Type – School-wide averages are given for each of the Multiple Choice, Extended Response, and Performance Test portions of the test. 

Viewing
· To make the document easier to read, you may wish to adjust the “zoom”.  Select “view” from the menu bar, then select “zoom” and adjust as necessary.
Questions?  Please contact Joe Quigley at jquigley@schools.nyc.gov


