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A plane evacuating a group of schoolboys
from Britain is shot down over a deserted
tropical island.
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Ralph and Piggy, discover a conch shell on the
beach.




5
They choose Ralph as their leader, and Ralph
appoints another boy, Jack, to be in charge of
the boys who will hunt food for the entire group.
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Ralph, Jack, and another boy, Simon, sel off on
an expedition to explore the island.
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Ralph declares that they must light a signal fire
to allract the attention of passing ships. The
boys succeed in igniting some dead wood by
focusing sunlight through the lenses of Piggy's
eyeglasses.
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The flames quickly engulf the forest. A large
swath of dead wood burns out of control, and
one of the youngesl boys in the group
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Ralph, however, complains that they should bee '

maintaining th-:: signal fire and building huts ﬂm .
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The hunters fail in their attempt to catch a wild
pig, but their leader, Jack, becomes increasingly
precccupied with the act of hunting.
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When a ship passes by on the horizon one day,

Ralph and Piggy notice, lo their horror, that the
signal fire—which had been the hunters’
"'Tespunsisiilit}' to maintain-has burned out. -
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Ralph blows the conch shell and reprimands the
boys in a speech intended to restore order.
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some military planes engage in a battle high _
. above the island. The boys, asleep below,donot | |
f _-notice the flashing 115111:5 and explﬂsmns n the '
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12,
A parachulist drifts to earth on the signal fire )
mountain, dead. Sam and Eric, the twins
responsible for watching the fire at night, arce
asleep and do not see the parachutist land.
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13.
‘Thinking the island beast is at hand, they rush

back to the camp in terror and report that the
beast has attacked them.
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The boys organize a hunting expedition to
scarch for the monster.
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15.
Jack angrily runs away down the beach, calling

all the hunlers to join him.
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16.
Ralph rallies the remaining boys to build a new

signal fire, this time on the beach rather thdﬂ on
the mountain. TR
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17.

Jack declares himself the leader of the new tribe

of hunters and organizes a hunt and a violent,

ritual slaughter of a sow to solemnize the_ _

occasion. | il
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18.
Simon has a terrible vision, during which it
seems to him that the head is speaking. The
voice, which he imagines as belonging to the
Lord of the Ilies, says that Simon will never

escape him, for he exists within all men. Simon
taints.
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Simon travels to the bheach 1o lell the others what
he has seen.
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But the others are in the midst of a chaolic
revelry—even Ralph and Piggy have joined
Jack’s feast—and when they see Simon’s
shadowy figure emerge from the jungle, they fall
upon him and kill him with their bare hands and
tecth.
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Ralph and Piggy discuss what they have done.
Jack’s hunters attack them and their few
followers and stcal Piggy’s glasses in the process.
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Jack orders Sam and Eric tied up and fights with
Ralph.
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In the ensuing battle, one boy, Roger, rolls a
boulder down the mountain, killing Piggy and
shattering the conch shell.
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Ralph barely manages to escape a torrent of
spears. Ralph hides for the rest of the night and

the following day, while the others hunt him like

an animal. /_1-a 3 |
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Ralph stays in the forest, where he discovers and
destroys the sow’s head, but eventually, he is
forced out onto the beach, where he knows the
other boys will soon arrive to kill him.
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he sees a British naval officer standing

26
Ralph collapses in exhaustion, bul when he

looks up,
over him
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The other boys reach the beach and stop in their
tracks at the sight of the officer. Amazed at the
spectacle of this group of bloodthirsly, savage
children, the officer asks Ralph to explain.
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Ralph is overwhelmed by the knowledge that he

i1s safe but, thinking about what has happened on
the island, he begins to weep.
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29
The other boys begin to sob as well. The officer
turns his back so that the boys may regain their

composure.
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