THEME: Going to the Park

TIME: 6-8 weeks

OVERVIEW/PURPOSE:

Students will learn about recreation/ leisure activities in the park, planning a picnic, and looking at different ecosystems within a park through in-class instruction and meaningful community trips. 

MATERIALS:

PCS for all vocabulary, grocery lists for shopping, picnic items, adapted books about activities in the park, environments in the park, grocery shopping, age-appropriate books about topic, survey w/ choices of favorite foods/drinks, checklist of things to find in the park (w/ symbols), book template w/ writing prompts for “Things I Like About the Park” book, photos of people doing different activities in a park, worksheets w/ a “Living” icon & a “Non-Living” icon (things)

Possible Books: “Our Outing” big book

GOALS & OBJECTIVES:

Students will: 

1. After reading an adapted book as a whole group and individually about animals in different environments in the park and given a choice between 2-10 symbols representing the animals and 2-3 choices of environments, the student will be able to determine which animals live in which environment (grass, tree, pond) by saying the name of the animal/environment, pointing, using an AAC device and by matching the symbol or real picture to a picture of the environment.

2. After visiting a local park, reading an adapted book and/or looking at real photos, students will choose between the PCS and/or real photo representing the activity to help complete a Venn Diagram of which recreation and leisure activities take place in the park, which activities you do inside/at home, and which you can do both places .

3. After taking home and having at least 10 people outside the class complete a survey of foods and drinks they like to cook and eat on a picnic, students will graph favorite food and drink choices, count the number of people who prefer each item (using an AAC device if needed) and be able to determine which food/ drink item most people prefer and which food/drink item the least people liked (most, least, same).

4. While visiting a park teachers will help point out and show students which items are alive and which things are non-living and students will use a checklist of things to find items/ things including living (flowers, bird, tree, people) and non-living things (bench, cage, trash can).

5.  After working with an adult at the park to complete their checklist and given the criteria and examples of living and non-living things, students will cut out real photos of the items and categorize whether they are living or non-living.

5. After taking a trip to the park (preferably a park with the 3 environments, pond/ water, trees/ woods, grassy areas

) and a choice of PCS and/or real photos, students will choose what their favorite 1) animal, 2) rec/leisure activity, 

3) environment/ ecosystem is to complete a book with writing and symbol prompts of things they liked about the park.

6. In preparation of making food/ getting ready for a picnic, students will create a list of items to buy at the grocery store, go to the grocery store and when shown PCS of the item they need to purchase will choose between items to pick the correct item and then purchase the item.

7. Ater looking at pictures of the park taken while on the trip, students will choose between different real pictures and PCS to write a caption to each picture containing a noun (who?), verb (what are they doing?), object when appropriate (Jenny throws ball), and will choose a describing word about the picture to each caption.  Ex: Sam points, funny! Or Jenny watches, boorrring!

8. Students will listen to a teacher created poem about the park that uses nouns, verbs, and describing words.  After visiting the park and reading the teacher’s poem, the students will use PCS, AAC device, or other technology tool as appropriate to create a poem of their own.

VOCAB:

PCS symbols (separate w/ velcro):

Pond, trees, grass, bird, bee, owl, squirrel, fish, lily pad, ant, worm, baby, mother, frog, beehive

Watch TV, listen to music, picnic, relax, sleep, talk on the phone, eat, drink, bathe, brush teeth, bake, football, fishing, Frisbee, friend, read, walk, run, 

Food & drink choices- sandwiches, fried chicken, potato salad, pasta salad, chips, watermelon, pizza, soda, water, juice

Most, least, same

Numbers 1-10

Soda, bench, dog, baby, playground, flower, tree, friend, bird, trash can, etc (from above)

Whatever cooking ingredients are needed, verbs, comments about the food

Cheaptalk 8:

Numbers 0-7

Non-living things

BIGmack/ single switch:
Turn the page (for any reading activity)

Thank you, help, money (for grocery store)

2-switch device:
like/ don’t like

living/ non-living

yummy/ yucky

Step-by-step:
Cook (to sequence cooking directions when preparing food for the picnic)

Tech 4:

Numbers 8-11

Living things

Pond, tree, grass, I don’t know

Other devices:

