DIRECTIONS for Reading Center:

Materials: Data sheet, switch (i.e. jellybean, Big Red, buddy button), BigMac, or multi-celled Voice Output Device (VOD), appropriate and/or Generic Reading overlay OR Vocab, books

Goals: 

1. Students will choose between books to decide what they want to read.

2. Students will participate in the book reading by directing their reading partner when it is time to “turn the page”, comment on the book, and/or answer questions (depending on cognitive level).

3. Students will use their speech and/or Mayer-Johnson PCS to tell whether they “liked” or “didn’t like” the book and/or make additional comments.

1. Ask student(s) what book/reading material they want to read.  

2. Have students choose between 2-5 books by pointing, speech, eye-gaze, gesture, etc.

3. Read the title and author of each book.

4. Review the vocabulary that you are using for the book, either the individual symbols, and or the overlay on a Voice Output Device (VOD). 
**An example for a cognitively young student may be to review that the BigMac says “turn the page” , have them access the switch to speak, and let them know that it will be their job to tell you when it is time to turn the page.

5. Read the book taking the time to describe the action on the pages, give background knowledge, and ask to ask questions about each page that the student(s) can respond to.

6. When the book is finished or at the point that you need to stop reading, ask the student to choose whether they “liked” or “didn’t like” the book using Mayer-Johnson symbols or in another way.
7. Encourage the student to use their speech or Mayer-Johnson symbols to comment on the book using describing words, i.e. funny, silly, beautiful, boring, yucky.

8. Fill out the Reading Data Sheet.

