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Essential Thinking Skills and Behaviors Examples of Meaningful Experiences 

Engage with… Performing class/school jobs: 

Differentiate between… 

Conceptualize… 

Functionally use … 

Problem solve to… 

Office 

• Shredding 

• Copying 

• Stapling 

• Delivering materials 

Self regulate through informed choice-making. 

Self regulate through demonstrating behavior that 

is safe, healthy, conducive to learning and 

conducive to positive social interaction 

Self regulate by  applying decision-making 

strategies to change conditions when 

desired/needed 

Socially interact by controlling his/her 

environment through requesting of/directing 

others 

Custodial/Maintenance 

• Cleaning furniture 

• Emptying trash 

• Recycling 

• Dusting 

• Window cleaning 

• Sweeping 

• Mopping 

Cafeteria Services 

• Washing dishes/utensils/trays 

• Assisting at counter 

• Distributing trays/utensils 

Socially interact by controlling his/her 

environment through rejecting from/protesting to 

others 

Socially interact by gaining the attention of 

another 

Security/Hospitality 

• Greeting school visitors 

• Signing in visitors 

• Distributing name tags/passes 

Socially interact by communicating social 

greetings/partings 

Plant Care 

• Watering plants 

Socially interact by commenting on an 

action/object/person 

 

Library Services 

• Accepting returned materials 

• Shelving materials 

• Checking out materials 

Socially interact by self-identifying  

 

Socially interact by cooperating with others 

through turn-taking. 

School Store Services 

• Pricing items 

• Displaying items 

• Selling items   

• Restacking 

Socially interact by cooperating with others 

through following rules/directions 

 

Socially interact by cooperating with others 

through sharing. Socially interact by cooperating 

with others through accepting help from/helping 

others  

Performing a sequence of skill steps for… 

Community Errands 

• Shopping for family 

• Shopping for school parties/functions 

• Obtaining/returning books/  

multimedia materials 

• Recycling 

• Mailing items 

• Doing laundry 
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Environments and Accompanying  

Social Contexts 

Materials 

Shredder 

Copy machine 

Electric stapler 

Cart/materials to deliver 

Offices 

Computer/printer 

Gloves 

Sponges 

Furniture polish 

Towels/clothes 

Mops 

Buckets 

Broom 

Dust pan 

Spray cleaner (glass or surface) 

Areas of Building 

• Hallways 

• Auditorium 

• Gym 

• Offices 

Floor cleaner 

Cafeteria/Classroom Basins 

 Dishes/utensils/trays 

 Scrub brushes 

 Sponges 

 Soap/dishwashing liquid 

Front Desk Name tags 

 Hall passes 

  

Offices/Classrooms/Hallways Watering can 

 Spray mister 

  

Library/Multimedia Center Date stamper 

  

School Store Price stickers 

 Cash box/register 

 Merchandise 

Community 

• Supermarket 

• Variety store 

• Library  

• Post office 

• Laundromat 

• Florist/nursery 

• Video store 

ID 

Shopping list 

Wallet/Purse/Money 

Coupons/circulars 

Library card/Books/Multimedia material  

Membership card 

Stamps/Envelopes/Packages/Mail/Postage machine 

Laundry bag/Detergent/Washer/Dryer/Vending 

machine  

 


