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Schools PLEASE POST 
Notice of Public Calendar Meeting/Agenda 

 

Citywide District 75 Council  

45-18 Court Square – 2
nd

 Floor-Room 260, Long Island City, New York 11101  
Tel: 718-752-7393   Fax: 718-752-7481   Email: d75council@schools.nyc.gov     

  
 

1/19/2011 CALENDAR MEETING MINUTES 
 

     The Calendar Meeting of the Citywide District 75 Council was held on Wednesday, January 
21, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. at The Tweed Courthouse Building, 52 Chambers Street, Manhattan, 
NY. 

 
 
 

1.  Roll Call  
Able Alagbe, 2nd VP; Queens Representative       Present 
Charlene Carroll-Hall, 1st VP; Queens Representative     Present 
Gloria Gonsalves, Council Member; Manhattan Representative    Present  
Diana Marenfeld, Council Member; Brooklyn Representative     Present  
Tom Ryan, Jr., President; Queens Representative       Excused 
Jessica Santos, Secretary; Manhattan Representative     Present 

        Joe Williams, Public Advocate Appointee; Queens Representative      Present  
        Dixon Destuch, Public Advocate Appointee; Manhattan Representative       Present 
        Gloria Smith, Council Member; Brooklyn Representative      Present 
        Berangere Pierre-Louis, Council Member; Brooklyn Representative   Present          
 

2. Secretary’s Report: Approval of Meeting Minutes: December  
     Approval of meeting minutes are table for the February Calendar Meeting. 
 
 
3. Report of the President 

         First, I’d like to extend the Council’s best wishes, to all, for a Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year. I’d also like to apologize for my absence tonight.  I look forward to 
seeing everyone at our next meeting. 

 
As many of you know, Ms. Cathy Black officially started her new position, as Chancellor, on 
January 3, 2011.  We congratulate her on this new undertaking and look forward to working 
with her on the issues facing District 75. The Council is trying to schedule a meeting with 
Chancellor Black in the near future. 
 
There has been a number of Significant Change in School Utilization Notices received over 
the past month.  I will let Superintendent Hecht discuss those affecting District 75 in his 
report.  We urge any parent, whose child is negatively affected by these changes, to 
contact the Council for assistance.  
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The Council is in the process of creating a Busing Survey.  We look forward to everyone’s 
participation in the survey and will keep you informed as to its distribution.   
 
This concludes the President’s report for January, 2011 

 
 

4. 
Gary Hecth, Superintendent of District 75 mentioned his District has a newly appointed 
Deputy Superintendent Ms. Barbra Joseph. Ms. Joseph was an Assitant Principal of 138M 
and a Net Work Leader. Ms. Joseph was selected and approved by Ms. Laura Rodriquez, 
Chief Achievement Officer of the NYCDOE Students with Disabilities and ELL.   

Report of the Superintendent 

 
Mr. Hecth had the opportunity to do two level two’s for selection of Principals in D75. Mr. 
Hecth selected Principals for P53K and for 752Q. The appointment has been approved by 
the Chancellor and the final round before approval and appointment the selected Principals 
will meet with the School Leadership Team. The SLT’s for both schools will meet in the 
next two weeks and thereafter Ms. Hecth will provide the council with the names of the 
appointed Principals.  
 
We have a new Chancellor, Ms. Black and on January 3rd she visited a D75 School 721R 
and Gary was invited to attend the meeting. Gary thanked the Chancellor attending and for 
engaging the students. One of the students greeted the Chancellor and was vocal in his 
response to her. She asked what grade was her escort is in, he told her “the 12th grade”, 
she asked if he is working hard and the escort responded, “Hard! You don’t know how hard. 
It takes a lot of time and work for students like us to get to the 12th Grade”.  She was 
escorted to the 3rd floor and notice the students had assisted technology, she sat and 
engaged the students, she visited the sensory integration room and was amazed at the 
equipment at the equipment that is used. Ms. Black asked about Related Service and 
asked about students who are Tube Feed and was aware of the of the population she was 
visiting, meet with parents afterwards and was transparent and indicated that she was a 
manager and the Shael Suransky is her instructional leader, that works with her and that he 
will be at future meetings to answers and questions and concerns parents will have.  
 
The EPIC Fair will be held on May 14th at PSA94M at 276 Battery Park City. D75 will be 
opening some programs and new construction at 108th street in Queens, we will have 5 
classes, K-5 school 48 seats or 24 seats depending on the population if it’s 12:1 to 1 or 6:1 
to 1. A program in Dist 2 on Spruce Street, K-5 program, opening with 4 classes, D75 has 
not completed the projections based on our projections that will determine the type of 
population that will be in the building.  
 
EIS: Educational Impact Statement, there have been several that D75 has been involved 
with over the last few weeks and D75 has been working closely with portfolio and in all the 
EIS information D75 will not lose space/room and will maintain the current space within the 
new school year. School buildings that share space that are affected are 75K@ 
Metropolitan Academy is fazing out, however D75 will maintain the same rooms. 233@ the 
Metropolitan Campus a program will be incubating space for the year while their new 
building is getting ready for the following year. P10X @ Christopher Columbus HS it doesn’t 
affect us and there is an inclusion class and the students will move up to the 9th and 10 
grade. 256Q @ Beech Channel HS the program is fazing out, last year we expanded our 
class rooms and will maintain the classes next year. We are not losing space and are 
considered of the needs of our schools, Portfolio is aware.  
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5. 
Ms. Podvesker provided the council with an overall view of the organization Resource for 
Children. Resources for Children with Special Needs (RCSN) is an nonprofit organization 
that works for families and children with all special needs, across all boughs, to navigate 
and access the services needed to ensure that all children have the opportunity to develop  
their full potential. RSCN was founded in 1983 by three mothers to service families of 
children and young adults with all special needs: social, cognitive, physical and behavioral. 
Directing and focusing on families, communities and the organizations that serve them. 
RCSN Parent Training and Information Center is located in Manhattan and was awarded a 
5 year NYS Education Department Parents Centers contracts for the Bronx and 
Manhattan. Parents are trained on special education, disabilities, help parents develop 
skills to advocate for their children.  In the coming weeks RSCN will host its annual camp 
fair that provided parents information as well as provided them with directories of the 
camps and its programs.   

Lori Podvesker, Resources for Children with Special Needs 

 
 
 

6. 
Ms. Rose stated that she met with the council in August 2010 to discuss the developments 
between Girls Prep, P188M and P94M. Portfolio at that time was assessing the State 
Commissioners decision about Girls Prep and the proposed co-location. Expansion in the 
188M building that was ultimately resolved by Girls Prep finding Private space for their 
Middle School grade 5 to 6.  Portfolio started discussion with CEC1 and members of the 
community about a future home for Girls Prep in another building not 188M/P94M. The 
issues of last year and concerns of space are resolving themselves for all students 
involved, changing the number of sections/classes that are offered in the 188M building 
and will continue to have all the service that they have been providing and will also have a 
brand new sensory room in the building. We have meet with the Principals of 188M/94M 
and Girls Prep the building is still listed as unutilized. Portfolio’s discussion with the 
Principals of the three schools regarding what can be done for next year. Girls Prep lower 
school k-4 grades still in the building to expand one section by grade. This is a smaller 
expansion in M188 there will be an increase of 125 students over a four year period. It will 
only be an increase of four class sections of 100 students at Girl Prep lower school; will not 
require any change in the number of sections that P94M that offers in the 188M building 
and have their sensory room. There is a discussion that all three principals are supporting, 
working together and think it is the best answer to get the building off of the list. We have 
met with the principals, parents, District 1 CEC and Ms. Santos asked for me to speak to 
the Citywide District 75 Council to bring you up to date regarding the changes. Feed back 
form the council should be sent to Portfolio before the first of March 2011.  

Elizabeth Rose, Director of the Office of Portfolio Development 

 
 
 
 
 
     

The Calendar Meeting Concluded at 9:00 pm 


