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WORKING MEETING NOTES 
 

 
The Working Meeting of the Citywide District 75 Council was held on Wednesday, May 11, 2011 at 
6:00pm at 45-18 Court Square, Long Island City, NY 11101. The following people were in attendance. 
 
1. Roll Call  

 
Thomas F. Ryan, Jr., President        Present  
 Charlene Carroll-Hall, 1st Vice President       Present 
Able Alagbe, 2nd Vice President        Excused 
Gloria Gonsalves, Council Member        Excused 
Diana Marenfeld, Council Member        Present  
Gloria Smith, Council Member        Excused 
Berangere Pierre-Louis, Council Member       Present  
Jeff Stimpson, Council Member                 Absent 
Joseph Williams, Public Advocate Appointee & Treasurer     Present 
Dixon Deutsch, Public Advocate Appointee      Present 
 

2.    Consideration of Agenda and Time Allocations  
 
        The time and allocations as note on the agenda were found to be acceptable.  
 

3.   Appointed Timekeeper  
  
       Charlene Carroll-Hall is the appointed time keeper.  
 

4.   Review of Working Meeting Notes: January 5/February 2,/March/ April                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

Notes will be submitted for the council to review and use as a reference during the working 
meeting.   

 
5.    Old Business:  

 
i. CD75C Calendar Meeting Schedule  

 
 May 18th Calendar Meeting will be held at The Tweed Courthouse. On the agenda will 

be the Preliminary Busing Survey, the reading of Resolutions # 17,18,19 and 20, the 
revised By-laws, vote on calendar meeting minutes Feb 16, March 16 and April 27th.   

 
 

ii. Follow Up with Busing Survey  
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The council has submitted their findings of the busing surveys to Diana. Dixon will input the 
rest of the numbers and Diana will provided Dixon with the comments. Dixon is looking into 
hiring a person to produce the information with charts and diagrams. the council is hoping to 
produce their finds to the public in June during the Calendar Meeting.  

 
 

iii. Follow Up with OPT Pamphlet: Discussion with Matthew Berlin, Director of OPT 
 

The  council met with Richard Greenwood of OPT to discuss the draft booklet formatted by 
D75C and OPT called “A Guide for Families to Curb-to Curb School Busing in New York City”.  
The council edited the booklet, made suggestions and pointed out missing information within 
the booklet. Richard will take the booklet back to OPT for revision. Matt Berlin and his team will 
meet with the council at a later date for finalization of the booklet. The council hopes to have 
the booklet ready for the June calendar Meeting at the district office.  

 
 

  6.    New Business:  

 
i. End of Year Report 

 
Joe Williams and Dixon Deutsch will be working on the End of the Year Report. The AA will 
provided them with copies of the previous report as a point of reference. The end of year of 
report needs to be presented in June at the Calendar Meeting at the district 75 office.  
 

 
ii. D75: Autism Speaks Walk 

   
Jackie Pierre-Louis, contacted autism speaks to register the council for the annual “walk now 
for autism speaks”. A letter and flyer will be sent to Gary Hecht, superintendent of D75 
requesting his support in asking the D75 school community to participate in the walk with the 
council. The walk will take pace at the south street seaport on June 5th. People who wish to 
join the council will meet at the Duane Reade store at 9am sharp and they will proceed to join 
in the walk. The council will look into purchasing tee-shirts and a banner for the walk.  

 
 

iii. Resolution# 20 
 

Resolution # 20 (Noted as resolution #18 Working Agenda) Revision of NYS Law to Require 
Charter Schools Pay Fair Market Value Rent to the Department of Education for utilization of 
Public School Facilities. The council reviewed the resolution and will present and vote on the 
resolutions during the May calendar meeting at Tweed.  

 
 

iv. End of Year; Budget Report and Disbursements 
 

           Tabled until the next working meeting 
 
 
 
 
 



 
v. EPIC: Follow Up 

 
Tom Ryan will present an opening statement to the parents during the EPIC conference. Joe 
Williams, Gloria Smith and Jackie P. Louis will help man the table for the council. The AA has 
produced for the council a CD75C booklet (was reviewed and approved by the council).  

 
vi. CEC Elections Candidate Forum: Joe Williams  

 
Joe Williams informed the council originally the council was not listed on the Parent to Parent 
Web site and he reached out to the OFIA Office to inform them of the error. Ms. Hall, Director 
responded to his first official letter and promised it would be corrected. Three weeks later there 
was no corrections made on the web site and Presidents council did not have a clue as to the 
dates and locations of the parent forum. Joe wrote another letter to OFIA and cc Presidents’ 
council, Chancellor Walcott, Public Advocate de Blassio, Manhattan Borough President Stringer 
and Superintendent Hecht. Joe heard from Ewel Napier of OFIA and Presidents’ council, 
District 75 and the CD75C had to scramble to provide the parents with a date, time and location 
for the parent forum.  

 
 
  Side Note:  
 

Ursulina Ramirez of the Public Advocate’s office visited the council to discus the parents’ 
experiences with the education of their children who are students with disabilities. They would 
like to hear directly from District 75 Council through a roundtable discussion how the council’s 
has become a place for parents to express concern, learn about policy changes and get help.  
 

  
 

Included in Folders:  
 
Informative Packet from the NYC Coalition for Educational Justice  
CD75C Budget as of 5/2/2011 
Autistic Speaks Support Information 
FY2012 School Budget Allocations: CEC Presentation 
Draft: A Guide for Families to Curb-to Curb School Busing in NYC booklet  
Council Reimbursement forms  
 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:00 PM 

 
 


