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The Calendar Meeting of the Citywide Council on Special Education was held on 
Wednesday, September 22, 2010 at 6:30 pm at The Tweed Courthouse, 52 Chambers 
Street- 2nd floor Conference Room, Manhattan NY. 

 
  
 

09/22/2010 CALENDAR MEETING MINUTES 
 
 

1. Roll Call  
   Able Alagbe, 2nd VP; Queens Rep.      Present 
   Charlene Carroll-Hall, 1st  VP; Queens Rep.        Present 

    Gloria Gonsalves, Council Member; Manhattan Rep.    Present 
   Diana Marenfeld, Council Member, Brooklyn Rep.      Present 

       Thomas F. Ryan, Jr., President, Queen Rep.         Present 
          Tywana B.  Shaper, Council Member, Manhattan Rep.    Absent 
         Jessica Santos, Secretary, Manhattan Rep.       Present 
         Joseph Williams, Public Advocate Appointee &Treasurer; Queens Rep.  Present  
 

2. Secretary’s Report-Approval of Meeting Minutes: Jessica Santos  
A motion to accept the Meeting Minutes dated 8/18/2010 was made by Thomas F. 
Ryan, Jr., Diana Marenfeld motion to accept the meeting minutes and Jessica 
Santos second and all were in favor.  

 
 

3. Report of the President: Thomas F. Ryan, Jr.  
School started on September 8th, the following two days were holidays and schooled 
resume on September 13th.  
 
The Chancellor has decided not to invoke his emergency powers, Girls Prep charter 
school will not expand at P188M. Which means P94M will stay in its location.  As a 
result of the Girls Prep Charter School Issue, the Chancellor has decided to propose 
changes to the A-190 of Chancellor’s Regulations. The changes call for improved 
notification to various parent groups (SLT, CEC, PTA/PA, etc.) It also calls for the 
DOE to match any improvements made to charter schools with the same amount of 
monies for the co-located schools. These changes will be voted on by the Panel for 
Educational Policy.  
 
Our next Calendar Meeting will be held on October 20th at P369K at Adams St High 
School, 283 Adams, Street, Brooklyn, NY.  
This concludes the President’s Report.  

 
4. District 75 Superintendent’s Report: Gary Hecth 

Gary Hecth, Superintendent of District 75 was not able to attend the meeting. 



Representing him during the meeting was Helen Kauffman. Ms. Kauffman informed 
the council of the following:   

o The opening school year went well and there are no incidents to report.  
o There is significant amount of space for all of the students attending a 

D75 Program this year. 
o Related Service has expanded they have hired fifty-three occupational 

therapist,  twenty-nine physical therapist and sixty-nine speech therapist.  
o Two schools remain on the constantly dangerous list; 231k and 12X. Due 

to the States Regulations the district has to wait two years before closing. 
After the 2010-11 school year the two schools will close.  

o The Progress Report is out and has not been published but once 
provided it will be distribute to the Schools Leadership Team.  

 
 

5. Busing Update Report: Matthew Berlin, Executive Director OPT 
Thomas F. Ryan, Jr. introduced Mr. Matthew Berlin, Executive Director of OPT who 
in turn welcomed the parents and introduced the operators from OPT. Mr. Berlin 
mentioned to the panel and parents that his staff was in attendance to receive 
information from the parents who had busing issues and at a later date will contact 
the parents with a resolution.  
 
Mr. Berlin proceeded to inform the parents that he has been at OPT for the past two 
and half years and is continuing to work on improving busing for the students. He 
also mentioned currently there are over 10 million children using metro cards, 10 
thousand special education children on school buses and 90 thousand general 
education students on school buses.  
 
Irate Parents voiced numerous concerns and issues with OPT: buses not picking up 
students, travel time line on the bus: constantly late (school to home –home to 
school), mandated IEP’s not being review by OPT, the lack of communication 
between the schools, OPT and the parents and the lack of accountability with OPT.  
Parents call will OPT and leave messages and have not received a call back. A 
Parent informed Mr. Berlin the severity of the busing situation with her child that it 
has cost her to lose her job.  
 

6. Resolution # 11 & # 12: 
Resolution #11- Vacate Council Member Seat: 
Thomas F. Ryan, Jr., read Resolution#11: Vacate the Council Member Seat and 
made a motion to vote/accept the #11 resolution. Diana Marenfeld motion to accept 
Resoultion#11, Charlene Carroll-Hall second and all were in favor.   
 
Resolution # 12- Citywide District 75 Council 2010-2011 Fiscal Budget: 
Thomas F. Ryan, Jr., read Resolution#12: Citywide District 75 Council 2010-2011 
Fiscal Budget and made a motion to accept Resolution #12. Joe Williams motion to 
accept Resolution #12, Jessica Santos second and all were in favored.  
 

7. Filing A Vacancy: Treasurer 
Thomas F. Ryan made a motion for the nomination of Treasurer. Diana Marenfeld 
nominated Joe Williams, Jessica Santos second and all were in favor.  

 
  

         
 

 
 


