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Effective Instructional Practices and
Behavior Management Strategies
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www.successfulschools.org

Purpose

Review critical features of effective
instructional practices and behavior
management strategies at the start
and end of class.

Classroom Management
Challenges

• Often informal
• Typically reactive and punitive
• Low priority or little attention
• Disconnected from colleagues,

school-wide plan
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Critical Instructional Practices for
First Seven Minutes of a Period

Greet students as they enter the
classroom.

Respond to student’s following
directions

Connect lesson focus to previously
taught skills

First Seven Minutes Continued

Display some level of enthusiasm for
content

Present clear directions including
objective for day’s lesson

Provide opportunity for All students
to respond

First Seven Minutes Continued

Provide differential feedback for
cooperation

Know if all student’s responded
correctly

Establish transition routine for
student’s who complete initial
instructional task
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Your Turn
• What are your strategies for getting

your class off to a good start?

• Please identify 2 or 3 strategies
that you already use.

• Please identify 2 or 3 new
strategies you plan to try.

Effective “Wrap-up Strategies”

• Teacher gives “early warning signal” about 5
minutes before end of class.  For elementary
school, teacher can assign this a job to a
student in class. Also, “egg timer” works well.

• Homework assignments and materials that
need to be brought to school next day or
taken home are clearly posted.

• Acknowledge students who are appropriately
“getting ready to go home”

Effective “Wrap-up Strategies” cont.

• Have a filler activity for students who
are ready to go home.  Examples,
include writing in a journal, or starting
on homework assignment.
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Your Turn
• What are your strategies for

ending your class smoothly?
• Please identify 2 or 3 strategies

that you already use.
• Please identify 2 or 3 new

strategies you plan to try.
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