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Making Summer Social

Summertime is a perfect opportunity to use these communication skills and create activities to promote social interactions with family
and friends. In this issue we will provide you with some summertime ideas to promote language and communication at home.

This year’s focus has been on communication and social interaction. Communication demonstrates having an interest in other people
and encourages others to want to interact with you. Communication is not just speech it is writing, body language, facial expression,
looking at objects, pointing and a common system of signs, gestures, photographs, picture symbols and pictures. Social interaction
may include: getting attention, maintaining topic of conversation and taking turns.

Activities for Social Interaction and Communication

The following structured activities can be done at home or outside as a guide for your child to encourage social interaction. These
activities can be fun and educational. While cooking, have your child request and identify items, take turns with siblings and peers and
follow directions. Incorporate group games and activities into family picnics and barbecues.
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1. Place the water, dish soap, cornstarch,
and baking powder in a bucket.
2. Mix well and try not to make foam.

Expert tip: Carry a large serving spoon in
your bucket. Use it to stir your mix
occasionally, and skim off the foam. (Foam
is bad for bubbles.) Also, when your mix is
about half gone, try adding another cup or so
of water.

David Stein’s soap research is ongoing! Get
the latest tips at www.bubblething.com.



http://www.dltk-kids.com/
http://www.crayola.com/

Dear CITY SPEAKS,

Summer vacation is quickly approaching and | am really looking
forward to spending time with my child. Can you please offer some
suggestions of activities that are educational, fun, and inexpensive?

On a Budget

Dear On a Budget!

This time of year provides opportunities for you and your child to
have fun exploring new places, cooking simple recipes, making crafts, or
reading together. Some activities that you may consider participating in
include:

e  Maintain daily routines and provide opportunities to involve
your child in activities such as, sorting utensils, folding laundry,
and preparing meals. Ask questions, name objects, and
predict the next step to encourage communication.

o  Take a trip to the museum. Many of New York’s museums offer
activities for kids of all ages. You many want to visit the
Children’s Museum of the Arts, New York Hall of Science, and
New York City Fire Museum.

e  AMC movie theatres have partnered up with the Autism
Society. Please visit www.autismsociety.org for information.

o  The following websites will provide you with information on
daily free activities around New York City.

http://gocitykids.parentconnect.com
http://gonyc.about.com

www.freeinnyc.net
www.newyorkkids.timeout.com
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Q: Why did Cinderella get kicked off the baseball team?
A: Because she ran away from the ball.

Joke Time

Knock, Knock!
Who's there?
Summer.
Summer who?
Summertime is here!
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PLANNING FOR SUMMER
There are several options available for your child:

Chapter 683 for D75 programs begins July 6t and ends August 13t

There are also a variety of summer camps available for children with
special needs. Summer camp programs provide opportunities for
socializing and making new friends, increasing self-confidence, engaging
in new situations, learning new skills, participating in organized sports
and play activities, improving social and emotional development and of
course, getting to be outdoors!

Contact your school’s parent coordinator &/or guidance counselor
for more information on local camps.

To find additional listings for a day or sleep away camp that meets your
child’s specific needs, refer to:

Resources for Children with Special Needs
www.resourcesnycdatabase.org (212)-677-4650.
www.campchatterbox.org

SUMMER SEARCH
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Social stories demonstrate appropriate behaviors in real life
situations. During the summer, you may visit the community pool
which may be a new experience for your child. To prepare your
child, you can read aloud the following story using the picture board
as needed.
I’'m Going to the Pool Story

It is summer. Sometimes | go to the pool. Many people are at the
pool. Sometimes it is loud. That is ok. | might hear splashing or people
laughing. The water feels cool and wet. That is ok. There are lots of
things to hear at the pool. There are lots of things to see at the pool.
There are lots of things to feel at the pool. | will have fun at the pool this
summer!

Communication Board: Pool

SUMMmer

poal

peaple

"

loud

laugh

If you have any questions or topics that you would like us to address, please send an e-
mail to: or BMandel6@schools.nyc.gov

Newsletter Prepared by: Asia Jordan, Erica Leifer, Sara Leifer,
Michelle Vladimirov, Jessica Zaccaro and Betsy Mandel-Speech
Supervisor.
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