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PRINCIPAL’S LETTER

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome back to another school
year! As always, I am looking forward
to an exciting year where I will continue
to do what I enjoy doing- working with
members of the P226M community. It
is such a pleasure being a part of this
community because P226M has excep-
tional students who are eager to learn,
caring and dedicated teachers, parapro-

Assist your child with homework
by providing necessary “tools”

A child may have two to four
hours of homework each weeknight.
You know you're not supposed to do it
for him, but that doesn't mean you
have no part at all. A child needs many
"tools" to successfully complete home-
work. You can help by providing:

+ A quiet place to study.
+ Snacks and drinks for refueling.

+ Access to materials, such as pens
and general reference books.
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TIPS FROM OUR PARENT COORDINATOR

+

OUR MISSION AT P226 IS TO ENABLE EVERY *
STUDENT TO ACHIEVE HIS OR HER ¢

fessionals, related service providers,
support staff and administrators, and .
involved parents and guardians. With

the positive energy that our community ¢
has, we can fulfill our school's mission,

"To enable every student to achieve his

or her potential " *

I wish everyone a great school year!

Dania Cheddie, .

Principal +
+
.

+ A role as study partner—you can

ask him questions from the material,
hold up flash cards or give quizzes.

+ A listening ear, so your child can

tell you about his assignments.

+ Suggestions on where to look for

help. "The library has a fabulous his-
tory section. Want a ride?” Once
there, though, it's his job to do the
search.

+ Lots of loving support. "It must

feel really good to have that essay
question out of the way. How about
a 15-minute break?
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SCHOOL INQUIRY TEAM

Each school year, P226M
staff members come together to
engage in action research projects
promoting student growth and de-
velopment. The Social Skills in Our
Schools Inquiry Team, now in its
second year, includes teachers and
Speech Providers from 12th
Street, P76, P208, JREC, and 15th
Street in consultation with neuro-
psychologist Dr. Michelle Dunn, to
implement a social skills curriculum
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The P226M Initiating Com-
munication School Inquiry Team
continues its third year with col-
lecting data on student spontane-
ous communication at P208M. We
are also expanding this SIT to
JREC. We are assessing the stu-
dents and collecting our baseline

and peer mentoring program at each
site. Numerous general education
peers are already on board this year
to help promote social skills through
weekly interactions and social mod-
eling. During last year's inquiry
work, we found that protocols put
into place within the Social Skills in
Our School framework had a posi-
tive effect helping students to
monitor the appropriateness of
their social interactions. We look

data. After thorough analysis of
this data and discussing our results,
we will determine our next steps to
reinforce our educational practice.
The team will be actively utilizing
strategies, such as JARS and social
stories, to encourage student com-
munication during instructional peri-

TECHNOLOGY UPDATE

Welcome back to our returning
students and families and a big welcome
to our new P226M community
members! We hope everyone has had a
chance to either reconnect on the
P226M Family Connection or join our
online community http://
p226mfamilyconnection.ning.com. The
P226M Family Connection is an excellent
way to communicate with teachers,
parents, and administrators. Please
send us any suggestions or ideas of new

elements you would like to see on the
P226M Family Connection.

In other exciting news, the
technology
ordered through
a Captial Funding
Grant is slowly
starting to
arrive. The
students and
staff at 15th
Street and PS
208 cannot wait to see their completed

forward to expanding our findings
as students further their under-
standing of social skill development
this year.

Shelly Klainberg, AP

'

ods. Stay tuned for the next up-
date.

Imma Jardi, AP

labs. The SMART interactive white
boards are here and everyone is having a
great time learning how to use them.
They are so cool! For more information
about SMART boards, check out their
website: http://education.smarttech.co
m/ste/en-us/.

We wish everyone a happy and
productive school year. Make sure o
check back to see what else is happening
in P226M technology!

Susan Keyock
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PS. 226M @ 12TH STREET

There is much excitment at
12th Street. Many new parents and
students have joined the 226 family.
Right now we are focusing on estab-
lishing routines and settling into schoo
as this may be the first school experi-

PS. 226M @ P76

Welcome to the new school year
2009-2010. We welcome new teachers
Theresa Blood and Tiffany Tate. We also
welcome new students aging- up from
12th Street and
other schools
throughout the
city. We look for-
ward to a year of =
academic rigor for H
all of our students,
we are dedicated to student enrichment
in all subject areas. Our first site meet-
ing for parents will be held on October
23rd Parent Teacher Conferences will be

PS. 226M @ P208

Welcome back to parents,
students, and staff! We hope you had
a relaxing summer! Back to school
time is in full swing at our site. We
would like to extend a warm welcome
to all the new students, parents, and
also to all returning students, par-
ents, and staff. We wish youall a
successful school year!
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This fall, we are planning an

PS. 226M @ JREC

Welcome back to all of our
students, staff, and their families. I
hope that everyone had a great sum-
mer. The staff at JREC is very ex-
cited about the coming
year. Using the 226 cur-
riculum map as a guide,
our teachers are prepar-
ing units and themes of

ence for many of our
youngsters. Discov-
ery, the OT gym,
literacy and play-

| ground are all be-
coming some of the

held on November 10th. Your child's class-
room teacher will be contacting you to sched-
ule a meeting time. We have a spectacular new
gym on the second floor. All students and
staff are required to wear sneakers, while on
the gym floor. We look forward to a variety
of Project Arts Providers, throughout the
schools year. Students will be taught how to
play a variety of instruments, as well as, learn
a variety of dance and movement. Classes have
began to go on neighborhood walks and view
such places as The Apollo, The Museum of
Harlem ,The Magic Johnson Theatre and our
school garden. We will have our first unit trip

exciting frip to the Green Meadows
Farm. We will also continue our weekly
tennis lessons through P.AL. We are
also very busy plan-
ning our curriculum
for another exciting
academic school year 0 &
and setting the "
stage for Saxon
Math and Reading

a

study in all of the core subject areas. We
have started our Brigance assessments
and will be starting NYSAA on October
5™ This year Classes Y38 & Y37 will be
working with Gallop at the Ken-
sington Stables in Brooklyn. The
students will be learning how to
care for horses and will also
receive therapeutic horseback

reasons why kids love school. We are
also gearing up for our social skills in
our schools program which will focus on
appropriate social interaction with
peers. We are all looking forward to a

in October to The Botanical Gardens in the
Bronx. We will also have our annual October
Fest in our school garden. Coverage Teachers:
Judy Knafo (Art), Rose Sylvester and Haritz
Goya (A.P.E.) and Sarai Bakal (Science) and
other staff members will be decorating the
garden, and provide a variety of activities for
the students to engage in. Students dress in
costumes, if their parents wish them to do so.
Staff members also dress up. P208 and 12th
Street staff and students are also invited to
attend. If you have any questions about your
child's class or related services, please feel
free to contact me@212-864-6559 Ext.3062.

during our skills streaming blocks.
Data collection is underway as part of
our preliminary assessments. Lastly,
we are setting up our classrooms and
bulletin boards and organizing our
materials so that we can provide the
best possible educational experience
for our students. Good luck to all and
have a great year!

riding lessons. The students did an ex-
cellent job last year and we are grateful
to be having this opportunity again. In
October our other classes will begin job
sites at various locations in the commu-
nity. JREC will be holding our Fall Parent
Teacher (IEP) Conferences on Thursday
October 29™ 5:30-7:30pm and Thursday
November 5th 12:30-2:30pm.
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PS. 226M @ 15TH STREET

Welcome Back from P226M
@ 15th Street staffl We hope you
have enjoyed your summer spend-
ing time with families and friends.
Teachers and staff have worked
hard to prepare for this school year.
We expect this year to be just as
good if not better than the last.

As you may well know, the
goal of P226M is to allow our stu-
dents to maximize their independ-

ence level before aging out or reach-
ing graduation. With this goal in
mind, all of the educational staff at
15™ Street will continue to put forth
our best efforts to prepare our stu-
dents for their
roles as adults.
We will con-
tinue to go out
into the com-
munity for

SEACH For
THE
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PS. 226M @ MILLENNIUM H.S.

Welcome back to
school from Millennium! We
are very excited to wel-
come our three returning
tenth graders and six new
ninth and tenth graders.
September is a busy
month. The 9™ graders will
be taking a community field trip with
their Global class on 9/17 to get to

know the local community. September

bers so we can get started right

22nd at 6pm is Curricu-
lum Night, where par-
ents can go through
their child's schedules
and get a brief overview
about their classes.
Best Buddies are look-
ing to recruit new mem-

PS. 226M @ PACE UNIVERSITY

Welcome Back 226M!

At Pace everything is in full
swing. Three new students have
joined us this year, Randy Guzman
and Vitalia Rivera from JREC and
Keith Graziano from 811Q. Everyone
is taking classes and working and
participating in extracurricular activi-
ties on campus. We all feel like full

fledged college students. Last week
we were part of Pace's Fall Fest fes-
tivities and had a chance
to make new friends and
learn about lots of activi-
ties all around campus.
Three of our students,
Jonathan , Vincent and
Bernardo are spending

school trips and valuable work ex-
perience while practicing social skills
and character education. We also
urge all of our parents to stay in-
volved in their child’s schooling.
Contact with administrators, teach-
ers, and our transition teacher and
parent coordinator will help bring
about a positive academic environ-
ment for all students because family
involvement is the greatest indicator
of student achievement.

away. Our pen pal program will continue
this year with the students from the
High School for Environmental Studies.
We will also continue to have our self-
advocates group that is co-run by the
Self Advocates of NY. They will be vis-
iting us for our meeting in the beginning
of October. We want to wish everyone
good luck for a great start to this
school yearll

their mornings on the Pace campus,
and their afternoons on the co-op
tech campus learning trades in
building maintenance or hair
styling.

We are all very excited and
know that it is going to be a
great year!
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NOTES FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS

IMMA JARDI

We have started another school year,
and I would like to welcome all the new teachers
and therapists We will continue with our mission
to provide the best education that every child
deserves to reach his or her highest level of
independence and self esteem. I will continue
supervising the transition program, IEPs, Portfo-
lios, the ESL program and the attendance of our
students.

We already started on providing assessments to our
students, such as the Brigance Assessment, and
ABLLS and making our students learning meaningful.
We are starting the job sites at the high school. We
are hopeful that they are going to be as successful
as always and students can continue exploring the
different career opportunities, and continue work-
ing on communication and social skills in the commu-
nity. During the months of October and November

SHELLY KLAINBERG

Welcome to the 2009-10 school
year! It has been wonderful seeing every-
one's excitement as we begin to embark
upon another year of learning. I would like
to welcome all of our returning staff and
students, as well as those new to the
P226M community, including our new
teachers Carolina Silvo,
Tiffany Tate, Christina
Freds, and Physical
Therapist Ashley Rose
Costello.

N1/
~ 7
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Assessments
are well underway at

each of our sites, providing students with an
important opportunity to recognize their
strengths, needs, and next instructional
steps. Next month, we will begin to compile
New York State Alternate Assessment
(NYSAA) datafolios for many of our stu-
dents in Grades 3-8 and High School, docu-
menting skill development on a variety of
hands-on tasks across core subject areas.

Related Service providers are
working with students at each site to provide
mandated IEP-driven services. We were
very pleased to move many students into less

DEBRA MASTRIANO

Happy Autumn/Falll Here at P226M
we are starting another year of working dili-
gently on assessment and instruction. We have
a lot of exciting initiatives in reading and writ-
ing this upcoming year.

One of our initiatives is read aloud in
all of our classrooms everyday. A read aloud
can be a book or some passage from a text,
fiction or non-fiction. The most important
element is listening to a text being read.

There are many adaptations during a read
aloud, one is using recorded books on tape,
puppets or props. “A Land We Can Share" by
Paula Kluth offers twenty ways to adapt a
read aloud. To get some suggestions you can
log into www.paulakluth.com/.

Other literacy news is using a pro-
gram called Star Reporter, SMILE, and Dis-
trict 75 Units of Study in many of our class-
rooms.

We also encourage you to be part of this
growth and as we know literacy at home is

equally as important to our students. Here
is a list of tips you can use to foster liter-
acy at home;

Have books wherever the kids are - car,
Kitchen, bedroom..

* Listen to and read with books on tape

* Encourage reading lots of things: cereal

boxes, road signs, newspapers, maps,
grocery lists, the list
is endless.

LN\
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* Encourage writing,
as it builds letter-
sound knowledge and
supports reading de-
velopment.

we are having Parent Conferences and open school
at all the units. Now is the time for parents to
visit the school and meet the teachers!

\}A

Looking forward to another
successful year.

Sincerely

Imma Jardi, AP

restrictive environments for their related
service sessions last year to promote social
skills and independence. We hope to continue
this trend in the upcoming year, as students
continue to demonstrate growth and develop-
ment with each passing day. As always, we
hope to serve all related service mandates to
the best of our abilities. If any sessions of
any service remain unserved do to volume or
resources, you will be notified and options
for outside services will be provided

T look forward, as always, to wit-
nessing our students' joy of learning during
what I know will be a productive, engaging,
and empowering year for alll

* Enjoy rhyming books, nursery rhymes,
and songs, as they build your child's
ability to hear and manipulate sound
patterns (phonemic awareness) - this
really helps their reading and writing
later

* Puppet plays or acting out a story
develops comprehension skills, fluency,
and expression

* Keep a variety of materials handy,
such as: sidewalk chalk, crayons, pen-
cils, paper, old magazines, and mag-
netic letters (not just for refrigerator
doors, they stick nicely to cookie
sheets and cookie tins)

* Play letter and word games at home
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MESSAGE FROM OUR SCHOOL NURSE

Your Foot Shape Plays A Role In Your
Sole

Different people have different
shaped feet. Everyone wants a pair of
comfortable sneakers. Parents are
buying their children new sneakers for
the new year. Statistic show that 85%
of people wear
@® e, sneakers that don't
“ fit right. The very
fashionable sneak-
ers may not be the
best ones for your
foot shape. Children always want the
latest slyle.

How Do I Figure Out My Foot Print

1) Dip your foot in a shallow tray of
water.

2) Press it firmly on a flattened brown
paper bag

This will tell you if you are flat,
neutral or high arched. Knowing your
foot shape will get you a more appropri-
ate individualized sheaker. Bring your
foot print to show them in the store.

Type (1) Flat Foot

Flat feet tends to roll excessively in-
ward. People with flat feet should look
for (motion control). Flat feet are very
flexible, so you will want a more struc-
tured sneaker.

Type (2) Neutral

People that have a moderate arch should
look for labels such as (stability or neu-
tral). These sneakers will provide moder-

ate arch support. They will also give mo-
tion control for stability.

Type (3) High-Arched

People with high-arched feet need to
look for a label saying (neutral cushion-
ing), this sneaker will soften the blow of
each step. They also provide more flex-
ability. People with high arches don't
need more stability. It is also a good
idea to shop after 2pm, your feet will
probably be as swollen as they will get
for the day. This is a good time to get
fitted for sneakers.

Suzanne Goodman, RN,
12th Street

MESSAGE FROM OUR PUPIL ACCOUNT

Welcome back! As we begin
the new school year, let's all resolve
to keep our students' contact infor-
mation updated and available to the
school. If you haven't al-
ready submitted your child's blue
emergency card, please do so
promptly. It is not only a mandated
document but the school's means of
getting in fouch with you when neces

sary. Please be neat, thorough

emergency. On the back of the

and try to provide us with a good card, please indicate that you wish
number of contacts (even outside us to call 911 should a health

of family) that we can call,
should we not

be able to o

reach you As 2’

or someone in

your immediate Ay
\ /

- family during an

LETTER FROM OUR P& PRESIDENT

Dear Parents, Guardians,
and Students

| hope all is well with every-
one. We would like to take the time
to inform you all that there will be a
School Leadership Team Meeting
on October 21st from 12:00pm to
3:00pm. The meeting will be held at
Julia Richmond Educational Com-
plex located at 317 East 67th

Street, New York 10021 between 1st
and 2nd Avenues. We hope you all
can attend and we appreciate your
ideas and your concerns that can be
expressed at these meetings. May
you all have a nice day and with any
concerns you wish to express please
feel free to contact me at the following
contact information listed below.

Respectfully Yours,

emergency arise. Lastly, always
remember to inform your child's
school site whenever your phone
number or address changes as
soon as you can. Let's make sure
every child is this much safer!

Ms. Anna Blanchette- President
212-477-5017- School Phone
646-283-3361- Cell Phone
asblanchette@aol.com- E-Mail

\
S

N

~/
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EDUCATIONAL CORNER

What is the Picture Exchange
Communication System?

Many parents are (

confused as to what the Pic-
ture Exchange Communica-
tion System (PECS) really is
and whether or not it is worth
implementing at school and/or at
home. This article hopes to de-
mystify PECS by providing a brief
overview and explaining some of
the benefits of this unique com-
munication tool.

PECS is an alternative aug-
mentative communication (AAC)
system that was developed to help
teach communication skills to chil-
dren with limited speech abilities
(Bondy & Frost, 2001). In PECS,
children exchange picture symbols
for communication purposes, such
as requesting or labeling items
(National Research Council, 2001).

PECS emphasizes spon-
& taneous, self-initiated
communication.

PECS training is divided
into six phases

Phase 1 begins with teach-
ing children to use symbols fo re-
quest desired items. Children are
taught to exchange picture sym-
bols for actual objects. This step
is important because it estab-
lishes the connection between the
abstract symbol and the concrete
item. It isimportant that training
begins with requesting desired
items because receiving a desired
item upon exchange of the
picture symbol is very rein-
forcing for the child. It y

makes it much more likely that the
child will attempt this exchange
again in the future.

Phase 2, children are
taught to be persistent in their
requests by traveling to a com-
municative partner—even if one is
not in sight. This step is important
because communication cannot truly
be functional if the child requires a
trainer to be present and attentive
at all times.

Phase 3 teaches the child to
discriminate between different sym-
bols. Up until this point, the child
has been using only one symbol at a
time to indicate
that he has a
request. After
this stage, the @
child will be able to
use a variety of symbols to communi-
cate his wants and needs.

Phase 4, the child learns to
use phrases. This is accomplished
through the use of sentence strips.
For example, the child might select a
sentence strip that reads, "I want”
and add the picture symbol of the
desired item. The child exchanges
the entire sentence strip for the
actual object.

Phase 5, the child is taught
to answer questions related fo re-
questing, such as the question "What
do you want?"

Phase 6, the child is taught
to comment and answer comment re-
lated questions such as the question

"What do you see?"”

A positive effect of PECS is
‘ a decrease in many of the

problem behaviors associated with
autism. The inability to communicate
with the world can be extremely
frustrating for a child; once he is
able to make his wants and needs
known, outbursts and maladaptive
behaviors become few and far be-
tween.

An important
advantage of PECS is >
that members of the * +
community do not have ¢ ¢
to be specially trained
in the system to understand the
communicative exchange particularly
since the picture symbols are readily

understood.

PECS appears to have a posi-
tive impact on the development of
verbal speech. As with any alterna-
tive or augmentative communication
(AAC) system, the use of PECS will
increase the likelihood that a person
will become a verbal communicator.
Since PECS mimics the development
of verbal speech in typical children,
it can also be used as a bridge to
verbal language for many children
with autism. PECS can provide a
very effective func-
tional communication ,
system to individuals ‘«“‘«g
with no verbal commu-
nication, but it can also
teach important skills to those who
already talk.

By Kathleen Gentile and
Wilma Fisher

Speech Therapists, 12th St.
12th Street
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TRANSITION NEW!

Welcome to a brand new
year... and a brand new year of
transition! T am very excited to
get started on this year's transi-
tion program and look forward to
working with the stu-
dents/families of this year's
graduates! This year we have six
students aging out of our NY-
CDOE program, so it is my mission
to get them coordinated with
adult-service agencies as soon as
possible. The transition process is
very time-consuming, so there is
no time to waste. Families of this
year's graduates will be getting
various pieces of information, as
follow up to what I sent out, at
the end of last year. Please keep
your eyes open for them! What is
most important now is to set up
appointments for those psycho-
logical and psycho-social evalua-
tions.

NEWS FLASH!

Three students from our
Pace inclusion based campus are
the first P226M students to begin
taking vocational classes at Co-Op
Tech HS this year. One young man
is studying to become a barber,

and two have their eyes on becom-
ing building superintendents. The
first day there was both exciting
and fun, and they all made new
friends. I wish them a lot of luck
and remind them to be on time, not
be absent, follow the rules, and to
do their best to represent them-
selves and P226M with dignity and
pride. I am very proud of all three
of them.

There are also a lot of new
initiatives that I am eagerly pursu-
ing on the behalf of all our stu-
dents in transition. This year,
there will be a major push to get
those Level One Vocational Assess-
ments completed early, so please
keep your eyes open for the no-
tices and forms, which will be sent
out soon. Let's see if we can't get
close to 100% compliance on re-
turns. We will also be starting up
our series of Adult-Service Agency
tours and workshops, so I hope to
see many more parents getting in-
volved in attending them. Tours will
be held on Fridays, but if there are
sites that you'd like to see on dif-
ferent days, appointments can eas-

ily be made to do so. Just let me
know. Parent meetings will include
transition fopics presented by
speakers from social security, non-
profit legal firms, and adult-service
agencies. Invitations will be sent out
a few weeks in advance of all dates,
so I hope that many parents will at-
tend.

On a final note, travel train-
ing referrals will be made on an ongo-
ing basis starting next week.

Irene Kawamura
Transition Coordinator
Job Developer
ikawamu@school.nyc.gov

P226M

345 E. 15th Street
New York, NY 10003
Tel #: 212.477.4939
Tel #: 212.477.4836
Fax #:212.677.6452

http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpag
es/P226MTransition/index.cfm

http://p226mfamilyconnection.ning.com/
District 75
New York City Department of Education
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From: Camilla Swift, Lead Teacher
P226M@P76

Hi Shawn, Yahaira and Veronica!
WE MISS YOU!

To: Maria Hermoza

CONGRATULATIONS on the birth of your sons Ishmael
and Ariel!

We miss you!

To: Flor Reyes
Congratulations on becoming an Abuela!
>~ From your friends at Pace

To all my dudes in inclusion at JREC,

T am so proud of you, but I really miss having you
around!!

Keep in touch.
Ms. Website

HE PS. 226M TIMES Page 9
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ar of Events

p226M Calend

OCTOBER 2009
+ OCTOBER 12 — Columbus Day- NO scHooOL

+ OCTOBER 21 — School Leadership Team Meeting @ JREC @ 10am

NOVEMBER 2009

+ NOVEMBER 3 — Election Day—NO STUDENTS in attendance

+ NOVEMBER 11 — Veterans Day—NO scHooL
+ NOVEMBER 26 & 27 —

Thanksgiving Recess—NO SCHOOL

DECEMBER 2009

’ [?ECEMBER 24 through January 1, 2010 — Winter Recess
(including Christmas and New Year's Day) - NO scHooL

—— N —
PS 226M @ The Manhattan School PS.226M @ P.76 PS.226M @ P.208 PS.226M @ JREC
12 West 12th. Street ;io V\:esf 121st. 21 West 111th. Street 317 East 67th. Street
ree
Room #305 o 30 Room #415 Room #312
oom
New York, NYC 10011 N York NYC 10027 New York, NYC 10026 New York, NYC 10021
ew York, _
(212)691-4135 (212)410-0566 (212)288-1748
(212)864-6559
PS. 226M @ 15th St PS. 226M @ Millennium HS PS. 226M @ Pace University
345 East 15th. S‘rr‘ee‘r. 75 Broad Street 163 Williams Street
Room #503 Room #1237 11th Floor
New York NYC 10003 New York, NYC 10004 New York, NYC 10038
(212)477_'4939 (212)825-9008 ext.1316 (212)346-1977
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