“Hi 5”
The “Hi 5” program was developed by the Speech Inquiry Team at P993@191.  The goal of this program is to develop core vocabulary through the use of augmentative and alternative communication, within 12:1:4 classrooms.  “Hi 5” vocabulary was selected in response to the “Give Me 20” program that is currently in place within our organization.  The five vocabulary words were chosen because they are high frequency words typically used in social exchanges.  The vocabulary words are suitable for a variety of academic lessons and communicative purposes.  The five words chosen are “yes, no, hi, more and I like that.”
The voice output devices are differentiated for each of the students in the classroom based on their cognitive, communicative and access needs.  Dynavox Maestros, Communication Builder and the TechSpeak4 were utilized.  Manual communication boards containing the five vocabulary words are implemented throughout the lessons as well. 

Three speech providers collaborate with classroom teachers, in their respective 12:1:4 classrooms, one period per week.  The teachers and paraprofessionals were given an overview of the “Hi 5” vocabulary and were given strategies on how to prompt students to comment and request during the lessons.  The “Hi 5” vocabulary is reviewed at the beginning of each collaborative lesson.  
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