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Principal’s Message
WELCOME TO PS 133! We are pleased that you have chosen to entrust your child’s education to us. Our motto is “Moving to a Dimension of Greatness” and we aim to do this in part, by ensuring that we are in close communication with you. At PS 133, it is our mission to create an environment that is nurturing and supportive to all individuals and a place where people all over Brooklyn would love to send their children.

This brief guide will help you learn about our school community and policies, and will help you get the new school year off right! Please review it and refer to it throughout the year. Please feel free to reach any of us with your ideas, questions or concerns.  Here’s hoping this will be a banner year!
Sincerely,

Heather Foster-Mann

POINTS OF CONTACT 
The main office number at the school is 718-857-4810. The fax number is 718-622-3264.
WHERE TO GO REGARDING: 

· Questions about The Department of Education or PS 133 school programs, policies, events, required forms, or to sign up to get email blasts from PS 133, contact Ahmed Dickerson (Parent Coordinator 347-563-5321, adickerson@schools.nyc.gov, or visit our website, www.ps133brooklyn.org
· Reporting a child’s absence of more than one day, call the main office. (Send a note in the backpack from the doctor or from you explaining any absence when your child returns.) 

· To alert us about an unavoidable late pick- up, call the main office. 

· To leave a message for a teacher, call the main office or email them.
· Questions about issues related to your child’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP), or to ask about having your child evaluated, contact the School Based Support Team in room 318, ext 3181 

· Confidential questions about your child’s medical needs, contact Maureen Parry, the School Nurse, in room 218/220, ext 2202 

· For help with issues interfering with your child’s academic or social success at school, including student conflicts not resolved by the classroom teacher, contact Kimberly Risley, Guidance Counselor, in room 318 ext 3181. She is also the point person for Middle School applications. 

· Questions about PTA sponsored events or programs, such as school pictures, festivals, and fundraising events. All PTA Executive Board Members (and their email contacts) are listed on the PTA page of our website. 

· Questions about Kids Orbit after school program contact Kids Orbit at 718-768-4426 or visit their website, www.kidsorbit.com. 

· Questions about University Settlement Afterschool, contact Amanda Johnson at (917) 337-3211

If you are in need of finding resources to help your family with health insurance, government services, community programs for your family contact the Parent Coordinator, Ahmed Dickerson. You may also call 311, the city’s information hotline. 

To speak with the Principal or Assistant Principal, call the main office 718-857-4810 or email us at:
PRINCIPAL, Heather Foster-Mann hfoster@schools.nyc.gov
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL, Deanne McGhie dmcghie2@schools.nyc.gov
OUR SCHOOL-BASED SUPPORT TEAM (SBST) Room 318   days: Determined annually in September/TBD
Latoya Hankins -School Psychologist 

Anamaria Ramos -Social Worker
Kimberly Risely – School Counselor
Tewana Hall- Family Assistant
The School Based Support Team works together with parents and teachers to ensure that the special needs of individual students are met. Child study meetings are held regularly with the other members of the Pupil Personnel Team to confidentially review, evaluate, and develop interventions to meet the needs of specific students who are not demonstrating success in their current educational program. 
If you feel your child should be evaluated to receive special services such as occupational, speech, or physical therapy, write a request letter and submit it to the SBST. They can also help obtain special classroom accommodations or testing accommodations. The team meets with parents and teachers to create Individual Education Plans (IEPs) to support students with special needs. 
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to P.S. 133—the best kept secret in Park Slope!  We hope that the information regarding school policy and procedures provided in this Parent Handbook will be useful in helping you navigate life at P.S. 133. We suggest that parents and students review the contents together. If you have any further questions, please call the school’s main office at (718) 857-4810 or our Parent Coordinator Ahmed Dickerson at (347)563-5321. 
We believe that open and clear communication between school and home is important to the success of our educational program. 
GENERAL PROCEDURES FOR OUR SCHOOL

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL- 8:20 a.m. ALL WEATHER
Pre-K & Kindergarten

· Pre-K students will be escorted to their classroom by their parent or caregiver using the main entrance on 8th Street.  

· Kindergarteners will meet in the cafeteria and be escorted to their classroom by the teacher at 8:20a.m.  Please say “farewell” in the cafeteria. If you are late (8:30), escort your child to the security desk and say good bye. They will walk to class on their own. Enter and exit on 8th Street.
Grades 1-5  
· Students will line-up in designated areas in the school yard at 8:15a.m. until Friday, September 14th . They will be escorted to their classrooms by their teachers. Thereafter, students will line –up inside the cafeteria and be escorted upstairs by their teacher. 

· Please refrain from having conversations with your child’s teacher at this time. If you need to speak with your child’s teacher make an appointment.
· In grades 1-5 parents are not allowed to walk their child upstairs. This is a safety issue.
DISMISSAL –ALL WEATHER

· Pre-K students will be dismissed from their classrooms at 2:40 p.m. every day. 

Parents and caregivers will use 8th Street for entering and exiting the building.  

Teachers will maintain a daily sign-out log to keep track of who is picking up children.  Students will not be released to anyone not listed on the blue emergency card.

· Kindergarten students are dismissed from their classroom at 3:10 pm. 
Use the entrance on 8th Street to enter and exit the building. 

· Teachers in grades 1-5 will dismiss their classes in the school yard.
Parents must meet their children in the schoolyard.  For the safety of our children, please do not call students from their lines as they are coming through the doors.

We exit in the school yard. For late pick- up, please meet us on the cafeteria.

LATENESS

· Students arriving after 8:30 are considered LATE, except those who depend on the school bus for transportation.  If your child arrives to school late, she or he must obtain a late pass from the main office. 

BREAKFAST

All school children may have free breakfast in our cafeteria each day beginning at 7:45 a.m. until 8:15 a.m.  There are hot and cold selections, providing 1/3 of a child’s daily nutrition requirement.  Pre-k students eat breakfast in their classrooms starting at 7:45a.m.  If your child is not participating in the breakfast program, we encourage you to bring them to school at 8:15a.m.
AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS

 Parents are encouraged to research the programs and apply to the program that is best for your child.  
University Settlement provides after-care enrichment experiences for our students.  Space is limited therefore, enrollment is determined on a first come first served basis.  The PS 133 site director for University Settlement is Ms. Amanda Johnson and can be reached directly at (917)337-3211. 

KIDS ORBIT AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM: 718-768-4426 Visit their website at http://www.kidsorbit.com  for more information or to download an application.

Kids Orbit is a not-for-profit that runs a popular after school program on site at P.S.133 from 3:00 to 6:00 PM on school days. Kids Orbit counselors meet students in the classroom at 3 PM, provide a snack, supervise homework, play games, make crafts and offer sports clubs. Registration materials and medical forms must be submitted directly to Kids Orbit by fax, or in person to a Kids Orbit staff member after school. Registration for this program is not handled by P.S. 133 staff. 
ABSENCE


Consistent attendance is extremely important.  If your child is ill, and unable to come to school, please send a note explaining the child’s absence.  All absences must be documented. Any student missing three (3) or more consecutive days of school will receive a phone call by our Parent Coordinator and/or any member of the Attendance Committee. Please be advised that ninety percent (90%) attendance is the standard for promotion.  Also note that students are expected to complete any missed class work and homework when they miss class.

ARIS PARENT LINK: www.arisparentlink.org 
The New York City Department of Education's Achievement Reporting and Innovation System (ARIS) provides a single place where educators can go to find and study important information about each child in the NYC public schools. Principals and teachers use this information to find out how best to help your child. Parents in grades K and up access this information too, through the ARIS Parent Link. Available in 9 languages, you can find up-to-date academic information about your child, results and explanations of assessments, and individual attendance records. The contact information that you provided to the school is also on the site, and you are urged to check that this information is accurate. To log on, you need a computer with internet access, an email address, your child’s ID number and a temporary pass code. Please send a written note to Ahmed Dickerson Parent Coordinator, to request your log in information, or visit Mr. Dickerson in person in room B005. Codes cannot be sent by email. 

  BLUE EMERGENCY CARDS


This card lists emergency contact information.  Please be certain that cards are filled out completely and returned to the Main Office as soon as possible.  In the event the school needs to contact you regarding your child, it is important to list all telephone numbers where you or your designated caregiver(s) can be reached during the school day.  Please provide at least two emergency numbers.  Children are not released to anyone whose name is not on the Blue Card.  If information changes at any time during the year, it is important that you come into the Main Office and update the Blue Card.

BUSING

Many of our students ride the school bus to and from school.  To ensure the safety of our students, once a student is “enrolled” in busing, he/she will be expected to be on the bus every day.  If you do not want your child to take the bus, you must send a WRITTEN NOTE addressed to the child’s teacher on the morning of the change.  Verbal request/phone calls will NOT be accepted.    We understand that emergency situations do arise.  However, we will ask that you fax a signed request to the school at 718-622-3264 or send an email before 12 noon to Mr. Dickerson at adickerson@schools.nyc.gov.  This should then be followed up with a phone call to ensure that your emergency request was received.  Please note, emails and faxes in conjunction with a phone call will ONLY be accepted during emergency situations.  


LUNCH FORMS

Early in the fall, each child received a federal government form from which eligibility for free or reduced cost lunch is determined.  It is important that all parents complete this form, because it affects the school’s funding status for several programs.  Even if you are ineligible or do not intend to have your child eat school breakfast or lunch, you MUST sign and return the form.  Children receiving free or reduced cost lunch can receive a school lunch for field trips.
EMERGENCY CLOSING AND DELAYED OPENINGS

The Chancellor of the NYC Department of Education makes decisions as it relates to school closures and delayed openings by 6am on a given day.  Parents can find updated information by checking the DOE website (www.schools.nyc.gov), calling 311, or by listening to local news radio, local TV stations, or cable channel NY1.  School closures also cancel all field trips, after school programs and school transportation for that day.

EMERGENCY EVACUTATION PLAN


In case of an emergency evacuation during the school day, students and staff will relocate to M.S 51 (350 5th Ave), which is our designated Safe Zone. In the extreme case; our secondary evacuation site is the LeBleu Hotel (370 4th Ave).  In the event of such an emergency, school personnel will be positioned at PS 133 to assist parents.  School personnel will notify parents of where to meet their child. School personnel will notify parents of where to meet their child.
NURSE


If a child is ill or injured during school hours, he/she will be seen by the school nurse, 
Maureen Parry. The nurse is available Mondays through Fridays, 8am-4pm. She is located in Room 220. Her direct phone number is (718) 965-1921. Should your child require medication to be administered, or have inhalers or epi-pens for emergency use, a parent must fill out a 504 form, available from the nurse.  No adults in the school are permitted to administer medication without parental consent.
CELLPHONES

The Department of Education prohibits cell phone use in school.  If your child must have a cell phone, it should be turned off and kept in their book bag.  Please realize cell phones can be confiscated if used in school.  If you have an emergency, contact the main office to reach your child at (718) 857-4810.
DISCIPLINE


At the beginning of the school year, parents will receive a copy of the Citywide Standards of Discipline and Intervention Measure (light blue book) which outlines the discipline policies as set forth by the Department of Education for students in Kindergarten through Grade 5. This document includes the DOE’s citywide “Discipline Code” as well as a “Student Bill of Rights.” 

After discussing these policies with your child, both you and your child should sign one copy of the Behavioral Contract, and have your child return the signed copy by the designated date indicated to his/her teacher. 
UNIFORM POLICY


P.S. 133 is a uniform school. Uniforms help to set the tone of our learning community. Students are expected to wear their uniform Mondays through Thursdays. Fridays are optional or dress down .  The uniform is navy blue pants, skirt or short and light blue shirt.  If your child is in Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten, or First Grade please label their sweaters, boots and hats so that they can be easily identified.
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FIRE DRILLS

We are required to conduct twelve (12) fire drills per school year, eight before December 1st. Fire drill instructions are posted near doors throughout the school and children are instructed in routines early in the year to prepare for these unannounced drills.  

HOLIDAYS/SCHOOL CLOSING

See the Department of Education calendar 2012-2013 for school closings. 
HOME-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION

Consistent communication between school and home contributes to student success in school.  During the first days of school, teachers will send a letter of introduction home that will include routines, plans and required supplies. Monthly Grade newsletters are sent home to inform parents on curricular themes and instructional practices. Additionally, information may be included in homework packets. Each teacher has a different way of communicating with parents.  During Curriculum Conferences teachers will share their method of communication used throughout the school year. In addition, monthly school calendars are sent home to highlight school events/activities.
SCHOOL SAFETY and VISTORS

Our Safety Agent, Ms. Green, is here to ensure that the P.S. 133 learning community is safe.  To ensure that our community is safe, all visitors are required to sign in and show identification. Visitors must then go to the Main Office and obtain a Visitor’s Pass.  When exiting the building use the main entrances only.  
HOMEWORK POLICY

The purpose of homework is to extend and reinforce learning and to develop self-discipline, personal responsibility and independent thinking.  To this end, our teachers make all assignments purposeful and related to class activities, as well as to individual children’s interest, needs and abilities.  Parents can offer assistance in the following ways:

· Check homework daily for completeness, accuracy and neatness.
· Confer with the teacher if your child is unclear about assignments.

· Listen to your child and answer questions.

· Praise efforts and hard work.

· Encourage children to spend time each evening by reading or looking at books.

P.S. 133 Grade-by-Grade Homework Guidelines:
	GRADE
	READING
	WRITTEN (including Math)
	TOTAL

	Kindergarten
	Parents/children spend time together with books:

10 to 15 minutes
	5 to 10 minutes
	15 to 25 minutes

It increases as the year moves along.

	First Grade
	10 to 15 minutes
	10 to 15 minutes
	20 to 30 minutes

	Second Grade
	15 to 20
	15 to 20 
	30 to 40 

	Third Grade
	20 to 25 
	20 to 30 
	40 to 55

	Fourth Grade
	25 to 30
	30 to 40
	55 to 70 

	Fifth Grade
	30 to 35
	40 to 50
	70 to 85


If it is taking your child significantly longer to do homework, please consult with your child’s teacher.  Children who require additional homework can be encouraged to read or write more.  Need help before you can reach the teacher?  Call Dial-A-Teacher at (212) 777-3380.  This United Federation of Teacher sponsored helpline, staffed by highly skilled teachers, offers help in all subjects in eight (8) languages.  They don’t give answers – just enough coaching to let children complete assignments on their own, or help parents get what’s going on in math.  The helpline is open Monday through Friday 4pm – 7pm.  For help with research projects, call the Brooklyn Public Library Telephone Reference Line at (718) 230-2100, option 3 on Monday and Friday 9am – 6pm, Tuesday – Thursday 9am -9pm, Saturday 10am – 6pm.  Additionally, the Brooklyn Public Library offers Live Homework Help, which is a new service that allows students to connect via the internet to live tutors in 20 minute one-on-one sessions in the areas of Math, Science, Social Studies, and English. 
PARENT INVOLVEMENT

PARENT COORDINATOR
Our Parent Coordinator is Ahmed Dickerson. The Parent Coordinator works closely with the principal, school staff, school leadership teams, parent associations, community groups, and parent advisory councils to serve families. School related issues may be discussed with him, and he can direct you to other personnel within the school or the Department of Education if necessary. He keeps parents informed about school issues, email blasts, and the monthly school calendar. He can also help you find community services, such as tutoring or low cost health care. He organizes parent workshops on a variety of subjects related to your child’s development and academic success. He also coordinates language translation for parent conferences. You may visit Mr. Dickerson in room B005, call him at 347-563-5321 or email him at adickerson@schools.nyc.gov
PARENTS AS LEARNING PARTNERS


The first Friday of each month is dedicated to Parents as Learning Partners from 8:20 a.m. to 8:50 a.m. Parents are strongly encouraged to participate with their child as they engage in reading, math, social studies or science activities in their classrooms. Come in read to your child’s class, or play a math game. It’s great bonding time and gives you an opportunity to see your child at work.

PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION (PTA)


The Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) works to support teachers and families at P.S. 133, and it serves as a liaison between parents and the school administration.  The PTA provides tools and information to help parents become active participants in their child’s education and the P.S. 133 community.

At P.S. 133, every parent and guardian is a de facto member of the Parent-Teacher Association.  PTA meetings are held monthly and are open to all members of the community.  PTA Executive Board Meetings are also held monthly and are open to all.  Copies of the PTA budgets and meeting minutes are available in the Parent Resource Room.

The PTA bulletin board is located in the atrium of the main entrance. This bulletin board has announcements about PTA meetings, subcommittees and school-wide events. 
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COFFEE CHATS with THE PRINCIPAL


The first Friday of each month parents and caregivers have the opportunity to share 
constructive feedback, questions or concerns with Ms. Foster-Mann.  Meetings are held in the cafeteria.
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES


Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled in November and March.  At these individual conferences parents discuss their child’s academic progress with the teachers.  In addition, parents are invited to observe their child’s class and school during Open School Week in November.  If there are special circumstances or situation that requires discussion or if you have any questions or concerns, you do not need to wait until the scheduled conferences, please feel free to make an appointment with your child’s teacher. You can do this by sending a note to the teacher with your name and telephone number or by calling the school and leaving a message for the teacher.
The Principal, Assistant Principal, Guidance Counselor and Parent Coordinator are also available to meet with parents.  Call the office at (718) 857-4810 to arrange an appointment.

REPORT CARDS

Report Cards are issued three times a year: November, March, and June, for students in 1st through 5th grades.  Kindergarten students receive two formal report cards, one in November and a final report card in June.  Kindergarten through 5th grade students will also receive progress reports in October, January and April.  We encourage you to respond to and sign the area provided for parent input and return them promptly.  Pre-K students do not receive formal report cards but parents will learn about their progress during Parent-Teacher Conferences.

Students with Individualized Educational Plans will receive a copy of the progress report (page 6 of the IEP) in addition to the standard report card.

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM (SLT)
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The New York State legislature mandates that all NYC Public School have a School Leadership Team in place by no later than October of each school year.  The SLTs are made up of 50% 
parents and 50% staff.  The Principal, PTA President and UFT 
Representative (or designees) are automatically on the team; other 
members are elected by their constituencies at special meeting 
held for that purpose.  The SLT is a place where parents, 
administrators and staff members have an opportunity to 
communicate regularly and share ideas.  One of many 
official responsibilities of the SLT include creating the 
Comprehensive Education Plan for the school and making decisions 
that will allow this plan to be implemented.  
VOLUNTEERS

Parents can volunteer in the following ways:

· Parents As Learning Partners- starting in October (the first Friday of each month), parents are invited to come in and read with students. This will occur from 8:20 am to 8:50 am.

· Class Parent acts as a liaison between the teacher and the parents in a particular class.  

Each year, parents volunteer through the PTA to serve as Class Parents. Class Parents assist the teacher with a number of tasks, which include creating a directory for parents of children in the class to contact each other, and can also include calling for trip chaperones, organizing celebrations, completing Scholastic book order forms, and more. Mr. Dickerson will send a letter home in September to ask for volunteers. Class Parents are expected to attend PTA meetings. 

FACE-TO-FACE LETTERS


Request for Face-to-Face letters must be made three days in advance. This letter must be picked up by the parent making the request. A form is available in the main office indicating the information required for the letter.

PARENTS AS CO-EDUCATORS

How You Can Help Your Child Become a Successful Life Long Learner:

1. Send your child to school every day on time.

2. Check your child’s book bag on a daily basis for homework and school information.

3. Sign all notes and return them to school immediately.

4. Review class work with your child.

5. Help your child study for tests.

6. Keep in touch with your child’s teacher (notes, telephone calls, visits).

7. Write a note to your child’s teacher for:

a. Absences

b. Early pick-up

c. New person picking up your child

d. Problems/Concerns

8. Plan educational activities and trips for your child.

CURRICULUM
Literacy Program
We use a balanced literacy approach to teaching reading and writing. The Teachers’ College Units of Study also serves as on e of the modes of teaching reading.  Every PS 133 student takes ownership of their own learning by setting goals and creating an action plan towards mastering reading and writing skills.  Teachers provide personalized and precise instruction so that children are matched to their individual levels—this allows teachers to monitor every child.  For example, a teacher might read a story to the whole class and have a class discussion where students learn active listening skills and share thoughts and reactions about the story, or a teacher might work with a small group of students while the rest of the class reads books of their choice.  
Choice is also a major theme in the writing process; students write about what is important to them rather than a prompted topic.  The teacher facilitates a lesson around a main idea in order to teach a writing strategy but students ultimately write about what is interesting to them and follow a structured process that includes brainstorming, drafting, revising, editing and celebrating.  Once a month, parents come to school for reading and writing celebrations.  Student work is displayed throughout the building so that children and parents can walk around the school and take in all of the different writing pieces and art exhibits.  Reading celebrations—parents are invited monthly to read with their children.  
Math Program
We incorporate the Every-Day Math program to teach math.  We approach math with a hands-on, realistic perspective that encourages students to look at how mathematics--numbers, measurements, data, algebra, problem-solving and geometry--are all around us, everyday.  Students look around within their environment exploring everyday situations at home, in stores, on a basketball court, at a newsstand or on the subway 
in order to study when and where numbers are used. We use that to capitalize their interest in Math.”
Our math program builds skills on a continuum by introducing new concepts, studying and using new skills, and then re-visiting the concepts for reinforcement of key ideas.  Every Friday students play math games as a way to reinforce new skills and learn that playing with numbers can be fun! 
Science
Students at PS 133 receive science both in their regular classrooms and from our science teacher in the school science lab.  We encourage students to experience science by exploring the world around them, introducing concepts through experiments, and sometimes even just taking walks around the schoolyard and neighborhood.  We make Science a hands-on learning experience by teaching and encouraging students to approach science by asking questions, making thoughtful observations, testing hypotheses, and defending their research with evidence.  Classes take trips to parks and museums to study specific science concepts in more depth.
Social Studies
Our students begin studying social studies by first studying themselves and their neighborhood, and then year by year expand their studies to other cultures, parts of the country and countries of the world.  We use the immediate surroundings of New York City as a classroom where students learn about people and cultures directly around them.  Upper grade students learn to use primary sources such as photographs, maps, narratives, and personal accounts in order to make specific historical events come to life. All of our social studies lessons and projects integrate reading and writing themes from the English Language Arts curriculum.
ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES (AIS) 

Meeting the needs of all learners is top priority for our school.  By measuring student progress according to city and state education standards, we can identify students who are not meeting grade level standards and put strategies into place in order to get them on track.

We provide Academic Intervention Services (AIS) for students who score below the State designated performance level on State Assessments and/or who are at risk of not achieving standards. AIS provide additional instruction and support that supplement the general curriculum. 

CLUSTER TEACHERS

Clusters teachers are specialty teachers, who provide enrichment in Physical Education, Music, Computer Literacy, Science and Art. Every attempt is made to provide each student with a varied exposure to each specialty class.  

CURRICULUM CONFERENCES (“Parent Teas”)

This is an opportunity for parents/caregivers to learn about your child’s curriculum. Discussions include: expectations for reading, writing, math, science and social studies; cluster and Enrichment opportunities; homework policy; trips; parental involvement; standardized assessments dates (Grades 3-5), etc. Parent Teas are held mid-September/early October. Specific questions pertaining to your child will be discussed during Parent-Teacher conferences in November and March.

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS
Based on the Schoolwide Enrichment Model, research shows that learning is more meaningful and enjoyable when content is real. Hence, our students are engaged in self-selected project based activities during Enrichment Clusters and Clubs. These activities take place each Friday. Students take a student interest survey which will identify their personal interests, learning styles and preferred expression styles. At the end of each Cycle, students showcase their learning.    
MIDDLE SCHOOL PROCESS

In the fall of your child’s 5th grade year, families undergo the process of applying to Middle School.  This is the time when all Middle School Fairs, Tours and Informational Meetings are scheduled. Typically, tours begin in October and applications are due in December.  

FIELD TRIPS

Curriculum is enriched throughout the year with field trips.  The DOE requires consent forms from parents for trips.  Children cannot leave the building without parental consent.  For neighborhood walking trips, one note supplied by the parent will cover the year.  The DOE also requires one adult chaperone for each 10 children therefore, parents are strongly encouraged 

to participate on class trips. Please indicate your interest to participate on your child’s permission form. Some trips are free; other trips require a modest fee.  Children receiving free or reduced cost lunch will receive a school lunch for field trips when necessary.
ASSESSMENTS:
RUNNING RECORDS (Grades K-2)

These reading assessments help teachers identify which level of reading material students can read independently.  Teachers then complete an analysis of the record to determine the specific comprehension and phonics needs of students.   

Developmentally appropriate teacher created assessments are also given in all subject areas.  

STANDARDIZED TESTS (Grades 3-5)
Standardized testing is a part of school life, but more importantly they are a tool for assessing both learning and teaching. Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 are required to take standardized state tests in English Language Arts, mathematics and science.
Students’ performance on these standardized tests, as well as a collection of school work and teacher observations, is used to determine if students have met the criteria for promotion.  The standardized test results are reported as a scale score and performance levels.  The performance levels are;

· Level 1 – performing far below the learning standards

· Level 2 – approaching the learning standards

· Level 3 – meeting the learning standards

· Level 4 – exceeding the learning standards

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS - Below is the link for the calendar of school closings for the upcoming school year 2012-2013. Please plan your vacations accordingly. Attendance is crucial to your child’s education.

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/CDC0CEFF-CDAE-4941-8448-53D0E9B59F2B/0/20122013SchoolYearCalendar_FinalDraft_3912rev.pdf  
· September, Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th                                   Rosh Hashanah
· September, Wednesday 26th                                                       Yom Kippur

· October, Monday 8th                                                                   Columbus Day

· November, Tuesday 6th                                                               Election Day 
· November , Monday 12th                                                             Veterans Day

· November, Thursday 22th and Friday 23rd                                Thanksgiving Recess

· December, Monday 24th-January Tuesday 1st                             Winter Recess

· January, Monday 21th                                                                Dr. Martin Luther King Day
· February, Monday 18th-Friday 22nd                                             Mid-Winter Recess

· March, Monday 25th-April, Tuesday 2nd                                      Spring Recess

· May, Monday 27th                                                                       Memorial Day Observed

· June, Wednesday  26th                                                                Last Day For All students                 

Morning Line-Up Procedures are as follows:  

	Grade
	Clement Weather 

(Outdoor Line-Up)
	Inclement

(Indoor Line-Up)

	Pre-K
	Parents escort students to classroom

Please use 8th Street Entrance

	Kindergarten
	Parents escort students to cafeteria

Teachers will pick up students from cafeteria

	Grades 1-5
	School Yard

Students will be escorted upstairs by staff at 8:15am


Dismissal Procedures are as follows:

	Grade
	Clement Weather

(Outdoor)
	Inclement Weather

(Indoor)

	Pre-K and 

Kindergarten
	Students are picked up by parents or guardians from classrooms.  Use main entrance to enter and exit.

PLEASE SIGN OUT YOUR CHILD IN THE CLASSROOM

	Grades 1-5
	School Yard

Please meet your child inside of the school yard at their line spots.  Do not call your child off their line.  This is a security precaution. Students must give the signal to their teacher before leaving.
	School Yard

Meet students outside.  


Note:  Grades 1 & 2 students may not walk home alone. Children are not supervised in the school yard until 8:15a.m. Please do not leave your child unattended before this time.
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