PAGE  
2

JOEL I. KLEIN, Chancellor
[image: image1.jpg]



Office of the Chief Financial Officer
52 Chambers Street, New York, NY  10007
REVISED
SCHOOL ALLOCATION MEMORANDUM NO. 9, FY11
DATE:
July 30, 2010
TO:
COMMUNITY SUPERINTENDENTS, HIGH SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS, CHILDREN FIRST NETWORKS, AND SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
FROM:
Photeine M. Anagnostopoulos – Deputy Chancellor for Finance and Technology 
SUBJECT:
TITLE I SCHOOL ALLOCATIONS 

TITLE I ELIGIBILITY

Schools will be targeted to receive Title I resources based on several factors, including the county’s prescribed cutoff rate, school poverty rates, audited student registers, and the Title I county per capitas – all of which are recalibrated and adjusted annually. 

To maximize Title I funds made available through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), poverty percentage cutoff rates will remain the same as in the previous year and are listed below by county.  As in FY10, the poverty rate decreased substantially from 60% to 40% for the majority of the counties, resulting in an increase in the number of eligible Title I schools.  The funding source supporting this initiative has a two year funding span, targeted to end by September 30, 2011.  (Refer to School Allocation Memorandum No. 6 for information and guidelines for ARRA dollars.)
Depending on the size of the Title I resources that the Federal government makes  available in the future, there may be an adjustment as soon as next year to the poverty  cutoff rate to be used in determining which schools are eligible to receive Title I resources.  Prior to FY10, the most recent poverty cutoff rate was 60%.  If they have not already done so, schools should begin parent outreach efforts to increase the number of collected school lunch forms, a major factor in calculating the school’s poverty rate for FY12.  Doing so will help ensure that schools have an accurate poverty pupil count for use in calculating eligibility for FY12 Title funds.  

The poverty rate is based on the number of free and reduced lunch eligible pupils divided by student enrollment.  Pupils are deemed free lunch eligible if there is a completed free lunch form for the child or the student is receiving public assistance that has the same or lower income requirement as free lunch (TANF and food stamps).   Student enrollment is based on the October 31st register, which is audited by Office of the Auditor General. 

The Human Resources Administration (HRA) provides child specific information for the public assistance categories.  Child data is matched to the Department of Education’s pupil data base, ATS, which already contains free lunch data.  All data is as of October 31st.  From ATS, a school’s register and an unduplicated free lunch eligible count is produced.  Dividing poverty by enrollment yields the school’s poverty rate.  It is therefore critical that information from school lunch forms are keyed into ATS, through either school personnel or through the scanning project administered by the Office of School Food and Nutritional Services.    ATS reports should be generated to verify ATS entry of applications. 

This measure focuses on a school’s actual student population and is unburdened by issues of attendance zones in a school system with school choice and un-zoned schools.  

The County Provision requires Title I funds to be allocated among the five boroughs in proportion to each county’s share of poverty counts in the federal census.  Separate Title I poverty cutoffs are established for each borough (county).  The city-wide rate for FY11 is 40.00%.  Additionally, by Federal law the lowest poverty rate for designating a school Title I eligible is 35.00%.  The Title I poverty cutoff rate by borough is:

          City-Wide          Manhattan          Bronx          Brooklyn          Queens          Staten Island
County Title I Cutoff        40.00%
         40.00%               40.00%          40.00%             40.00%               35.00%

Schools targeted for Title I funds in FY10 that have poverty rates below their respective county cutoff will be grandfathered Title I in FY11.  Affected schools will receive a Title I allocation reduced in proportion to their poverty rate divided by the citywide cutoff of 40%.  Federal law permits grandfathering for one year only.  

Note: Past practice has been to continue one additional year of Title I funding for schools which are no longer eligible.  However, this practice will be evaluated and possibly revised when FY12 funding levels are known.

Program Conversions and Redesigns: In FY11, several school-programs (sub-schools) will break away from their “parent” school to become independent schools.  The parent school and the program conversion school will share the poverty rate calculated for the previously combined school.  The number of low income students for the combined school will be prorated between the parent and new school in proportion to their projected registers.

New Schools: New schools are being established in Title I attendance zones.  These schools will be designated Title I for FY11 only. Continued designation will be dependent upon the FY11 number of low income students.  These schools will not qualify for grandfather status in FY11.  A poverty rate equal to its respective county’s cutoff rate is established for each new school. The estimated poverty count is not added to the overall NYC count.  Title I funding will come from the public school share after apportioning the NYC amount among non-public schools, neglected children, and public schools.

Phasing-In New Schools and Restructured Schools: The Title I methodology addresses the needs of new and restructured schools that are adding entirely new grade(s) of students.  For these schools, the projected number of eligible students for the new classes will be added to the actual eligible student count from the prior year.  The same poverty percentage as the prior year, or the borough minimum where there is no prior year history, will be used when calculating the amount of Title I funds for these schools.

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NON-PUBLIC SCHOOL (NPS) AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN APPROPRIATION

The law requires use of comparable criteria to distribute Title I funds to public and non-public school students.  These mandates is satisfied by identifying free and reduce lunch eligible non-public school students who reside in the attendance areas of Title I designated public schools (see below).

Title I funds are divided among each borough's Title I eligible student population to yield the borough's Title I per capita. The eligible population includes public school, non-public school and neglected children (count provided by the State).  The per capita multiplied by the respective non-public eligible pupil count becomes the Non-Public School share of the Title I appropriation.  Likewise, the Neglected Children Title I appropriation is calculated by multiplying the county per capita by the respective count of neglected children.

The Neglected Children programs are administered by both Alternative High Schools Programs and City-Wide Special Education. The measure of poverty for non-public school children uses the same data described above for public school students.  The difference is that non-public schools provide free and reduced lunch information through an on-line database.

The Federal law prohibits the targeting of non-public schools for Title I purposes.  Consequently, to identify a non-public school Title I eligible pupil, the following procedure is used:

· Low income non-public school pupils are identified using the same measure as public schools;

· The address of a low income pupil is mapped to a public school attendance zone for the appropriate age and instructional level;

· If the attendance zone is that of a Title I public school, the NPS student is Title I eligible;

· If the attendance zone is that of a Non-Title I public school, the NPS student is not Title I eligible.

The public school attendance zones include the Title I schools that meet the established cutoffs and grandfathered schools.

PUBLIC SCHOOL ALLOCATIONS

Title I funds remaining after deducting the Non-Public School and Neglected Children shares of each borough's appropriation, are available for public school allocation.  A portion of this amount is committed to programs such as No Child Left Behind supplemental educational services, pre-kindergarten, support for low performing schools, bilingual paraprofessional training, and Saturday Prep Academies.  These are either allocated separately to schools or administered centrally.  The Title I budget, net of these adjustments, is allocated to elementary, middle and high schools on a per capita basis using the number of eligible children attending Title I designated schools.   As described above, allocations for grandfathered schools are prorated.

The organization of citywide special education classes, with the delivery to each pupil of services prescribed in their Individual Education Program (IEP), reduces the need for supplemental Title I services.  As a result, Citywide Special Education Title I resources will be used to enhance supplementary Title I programs in elementary, middle and high schools.  This policy has been in effect since FY94.

The public school Title I county per capitas are:

City-Wide           Manhattan           Bronx             Brooklyn          Queens          Staten Island
Public School Allocation

Per Capita

$1,169.29          $1,221.68 
         $1,424.73       $1,305.84          $793.92           $781.75
Students in Temporary Housing (STH)

In accordance with the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act and Chancellor’s Regulation A-780, schools must identify, serve, and report on students residing in temporary housing (STH).  Also, federal law requires all STH students to be Title I eligible regardless of the school they attend.  Consequently, a non-Title I school will receive a Title I allocation based on the number of STH children enrolled times their respective county per capita amount.

The funds allocated for these pupils should be used to assist STH children in meeting the State's challenging academic content and academic achievement standards as well as assisting them when they have urgent needs. Since the number of STH children can change regularly, schools must carefully track this number to determine whether there has been an increase in need.  

In FY11, schools must select a program description in Galaxy to identify funds that are being spent for STH students:

	STH academic programs 
	STH intervention programs

	STH basic emergency supplies 
	STH transport moved to perm housing

	STH extended library hours 
	STH outreach efforts for support

	STH counseling services 
	STH research based programs 

	STH parental involvement 
	STH data collection  


For more information on using Title I funds mandated to support your STH population, please refer to the Frequently Asked Questions document on DOE's website: http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/9831364D-E542-4763-BC2F-7D424EBD5C83/86759/TitleIPartASetAsideforStudentsinTemporaryHousing20.pdf
Parent Involvement

Federal law also requires that a minimum of 1% of a school's allocation support parent involvement programs.  These programs must be designed in collaboration with parents of Title I participants.

A school-wide program (SWP) is based on a comprehensive school-wide program plan designed collaboratively at the school level to improve instruction. In addition to challenging content, the plan incorporates intensive professional development for staff and parents and collaboration, where appropriate, with community organizations to strengthen the school's program. 
This allocation will be placed in Galaxy in the following allocation categories:

· Title I SWP

· Title I Targeted Assistance
· Title I ARRA SWP
· Title I ARRA TA 
(Click here for downloadable FY11 Title I School Detail file)
Attachment: FY11 Title I School Detail (click here for downloadable excel file)
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