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DIVISION OF FINANCE
52 Chambers Street, New York, NY  10007

SCHOOL ALLOCATION MEMORANDUM NO. 87, FY11
DATE:
February 1, 2011
TO:
COMMUNITY SUPERINTENDENTS, HIGH SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS, CHILDREN FIRST NETWORKS AND SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
FROM:
Veronica Conforme, Chief Financial Officer 

   SUBJECT:    FY 11 Title I School Improvement Grant Allocation


This memorandum provides information about resources for Title I Schools in Improvement Status as identified by the New York State Education Department in November 2010, based upon 2009-2010 School Year data.  Each eligible school is provided with an allocation under the 2010-11 Title I School Improvement Section 1003(a) Grant, at one of three funding levels, based upon the School Accountability Status it carries for the 2010 - 11 school year.  The Title I allocations under this fund source will provide supplementary resources to support school improvement efforts and intervention strategies implemented under the Differentiated Accountability System of New York State, as approved by the United States Department of Education, authorized by the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001.  The grant period of this funding is from September 1, 2010 through August 31, 2011.  An eligible school is one that is in Improvement, Corrective Action, or Restructuring Status, receives Title I Part A funding, and was not designated as a Persistently Lowest Achieving School (PLA) during the 2009-10 school year, or is phasing out, closing, or has closed.

Each eligible school receives an allocation by category as follows:

· Schools in Improvement  - $45,000/school

· Schools in Corrective Action - $40,000/school

· Restructuring Schools - $35,000/school

Under Differentiated Accountability rules, schools undergo certain required interventions at various stages along the continuum of accountability designations.  Schools in Improvement Status normally undergo either a School Quality Review (through NYSED administration – not to be confused with the NYC Quality Review) or an External Curriculum Audit (ESCA).  Corrective Action schools also undergo the ESCA, and Restructuring Schools receive a Joint Intervention Team Review (JIT).  Costs associated with the implementation of these interventions (in selected schools only) will be covered through the Central NYCDOE, and all eligible schools will be able to use their entire allocations for school-based decision-making in support of their goals for school improvement as outlined in the school’s Comprehensive Education Plan (CEP) or Restructuring Plan, consistent with any findings and recommendations reported to the school as a result of direct interventions already implemented.  

In order to obtain the funds, the school will complete a 2010-2011 Title I SINI Grant School Chart which describes the appropriate use of funds.   Each school has been or will be notified through the Office of School Improvement (OSI) of its’ individual accountability status; the area(s) in which the school is identified; steps that must be taken for parental notification; and information about attestations and activities that are required under NCLB.  The template of the required 2010-2011 Title I School Improvement Grant chart describing use of funds will be provided to the school by OSI through the School Improvement Liaison and/or through Principals’ Weekly. 

Steps for approval of the 2010-11 Title I SINI Grant School Chart include:

· School Leadership Team meets to discuss allocation;  team reviews CEP goals and objectives;  reviews any findings/recommendations from previous Differentiated Accountability interventions; reviews Accountability and Overview Report; reviews all other pertinent data sources including Language Acquisition Policy (LAP); Quality Review;  Progress Report;  Inquiry Team findings; Learning Environment Survey;  and other sources to inform the appropriate use of funds for the subgroups not making adequate-yearly-progress (AYP).

· School prepares the 2010-2011 Title I SINI Grant School Chart, indicating activities and programs and costs in support of meeting the needs of students in the subgroup(s) in the identified subject area(s) to ensure improved student performance and eventual removal of the school from Accountability Status.  Attention is drawn to the timeframe in which activities take place.  Summer 2011 activities are allowable in this grant (through August 31, 2011).  However, schools are reminded that summer use funds must be deobligated and deobligated in spring 2011 in order for these funds to be available.  

· School submits the completed chart for review to both the CFN Network Leader and School Improvement Liaison assigned to the school.  The Senior Grants Officer or CFN Grants Liaison will assist with scheduling the funds in the allowable Title I Cost factors (approved lines and object codes).  The plans will be archived by the School Improvement Liaison  

The School Chart is due to the SDIL and the Network Leader no later than January 28, 2011.  Questions about this grant can be directed to Sarah Kleinhandler, Senior Director of the Office of School Improvement, at skleinh@schools.nyc.gov 

This allocation will be placed in Galaxy in the allocation category:  Title I Correct 91 
Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum
Attachments: Allocations (Click here for downloadable excel file)
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