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DIVISION OF FINANCE
52 Chambers Street, New York, NY  10007

SCHOOL ALLOCATION MEMORANDUM NO.90, FY11
DATE:
March 07, 2011
TO:
COMMUNITY SUPERINTENDENTS, HIGH SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS, CHILDREN FIRST NETWORKS AND SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
FROM:
Veronica Conforme, Chief Financial Officer 

SUBJECT:    Common Core State Standards Collaboration – Cohort Pilot with DOE


Through the Office of Assessment within the Division of Academics, Performance, and Support the Department of Education (DOE) is providing funding to a number of schools across Clusters to support innovative assessment activities related to the Common Core State Standards. The initiative assists cohorts of schools in comparing their current shared assessment design against the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and developing new techniques and tools to achieve better assessment alignment with these Standards.  In addition, the DOE is interested in learning more about the processes these schools engage in to establish a cohort-wide culture of helping students become college and career ready.

CCSS Collaboration – Cohort Pilot

As part of the citywide Common Core assessment rollout plan, the DOE intends to provide assessment formats, question types and scoring techniques aligned with the upcoming PARCC assessments.  In preparation for this, the DOE is overseeing a variety of pilots related to the CCSS.  This pilot pertains to groups of schools that have been working together for years developing shared assessment styles.  These assessments tend to be open ended response questions that ask students to demonstrate understanding by incorporating a variety of discrete skill sets.  These groups of schools are taking the initiative to compare their assessments to the CCSS and revise their current work so that it more closely aligns with the demands of the CCSS.  They will then share their work and their process structures with the DOE to further assist in the citywide CCSS rollout.

There are four cohorts of schools that have been deeply engaged in progressive assessment work over the years.  They include schools working with: the New York Performance Standards Consortium, Urban Assembly, Math in the City, and Teachers College Reading and Writing Project.  The DOE is providing a maximum of $75,000 to each cohort to support the development of CCSS aligned assessment tasks and to document the collaboration and knowledge sharing process between schools within the cohort.  In exchange for the funds, the cohorts submitted a detailed scope of work plan that outlined CCSS related professional development activities, the products to be shared citywide, and the meetings that are open to DOE participation.  In addition, the cohorts will keep the DOE appraised of their progress throughout the course of the year. 

Funds are specifically targeted toward per session for teachers to design, write, and edit assessments and supporting curricular materials that will help students meet CCSS requirements.  
Per session can also be used to analyze the results of administered assessments and revise them for further alignment to the CCSS.  Funds can also be used to purchase materials related to assessment design, the communication and/or distribution of the pilot assessments and findings to the DOE.  

Funds are restricted to the use specified in the table below and cannot be used for purposes other than those identified in the submitted scope of work for the CCSS Collaboration with the DOE. 
The attached table displays the allocation for each network and school that was selected to participate in the pilot and share their work with the DOE in preparation for the citywide rollout of the CCSS. Funds should be scheduled in allocation category TL CCSS Cohort Pilot – Schools.
Attachment: Table 1 – School Allocations 
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