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Schools are required to ensure proper participation of special education teachers at Individualized Education Program (IEP) meetings for students initially referred for special education evaluations. To ensure sufficient teacher participation at IEP meetings in addition to direct instruction to special education and/or “at risk” students, an additional special education teacher allocation is provided to selected schools.  Schools were selected based on a review of three years of initial assessment caseload data at each school.  Nine hundred and sixty schools (the majority of elementary and middle schools and selected high schools) were found to have the greatest number of initial IEP meetings over the three-year period or potentially the greatest need.

The allocation is being provided to 960 schools over and above other special education teacher allocations and without regard to Teacher of Special Education vacancies that may still exist.  All schools must continue (as they have in the past) to ensure the participation of the student’s special education teacher during re-evaluations for students receiving special education services.

Schools will be required to program part of a special education teacher(s) weekly schedule (not preparation or professional periods) to prepare for and participate in IEP meetings of students initially referred to special education, and to cover classes of other special education teachers who must attend IEP meetings of their students for requested and triennial re-evaluations.  In the event that no IEP or coverage work is required on a given day during this portion of the teacher’s schedule, the principal may also direct the teacher to perform prevention and intervention services or other instructional tasks.

During the remaining instructional periods in a teacher’s weekly schedule, the teacher must be programmed to provide Special Education Teacher Support Services (SETSS), or teach part-time in a collaborative team teaching or a self-contained special education class. It is imperative that the teacher(s) who participate at IEP meetings also provide some amount of direct instructional services to students in the school as part of their regular schedule.

Programmatic information provided by Division for Students with Disabilities and English Language Learners.

Funds were placed in Galaxy in allocation categories: TL IEP TEACHER and TL IEP TEACHER HS.

Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.
Attachment(s):   
Table 1 – IEP Teacher Summary Table   (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
Table 2 – IEP Teacher Detail Table          (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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