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Grade K-11 Design Your Own (DYO) and Literacy Periodic Assessment Packages
Through the Periodic Assessment Program, the Department of Education (DOE) is providing funding to schools across Clusters for the Design Your Own (DYO) option to support innovative assessment activities. The initiative assists schools in developing and using their own assessment techniques and tools to achieve the educational objectives of the Division of Academics, Performance, and Support’s Periodic Assessment Program.

In addition, schools had the option to select the Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System (F&P), Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA2), or the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project (TCRWP) literacy assessment to fulfill the Formative assessment expectation of the Periodic Assessment program.  The funding below represents the amount allocated for each program.  Some schools chose literacy assessments in combination with other DOE provided materials, while some chose literacy assessments in combination with DYO.  Other schools chose DYO to fill part or all of the Periodic Assessment expectations for the 2011-12 school year. This School Allocation Memo covers schools that have multi grade band programs that receive funding. For schools with only a K-2 grade band receiving funding, see SAM No. 76. 

	Program
	Grade Band
	Allocation

	DYO
	K – 2
	$750

	Partial DYO (per subject)
	3 – 11
	$1,250

	Full DYO (per subject)
	3 – 11
	$2,500

	F&P, DRA2, or TCRWP
	K – 2
	$750

	
	3 – 8
	$1,200


Design Your Own Assessments

DYO allows schools to develop their own assessments or build on existing school-specific assessments, including qualitative, portfolio, and rubric-based assessments. All DOE schools, grades K-12, were eligible to apply to use DYO assessments for all of their Periodic Assessments or to use DYO assessments in combination with DOE-provided Periodic Assessments.

Two hundred twenty-nine schools are approved to receive DYO funding to design their own assessments. Schools receiving funding went through an intensive application process in May 2011. One hundred seventy-two schools are receiving funding for approved literacy assessments as their ELA Formative assessment option.

DYO funds are specifically targeted toward the schools’ design, implementation, interpretation, and communication of assessments and results, and can be used toward aligning DYO assessments with the Common Core State Standards. The allocation is conditioned on schools complying, whenever applicable, with the requirements set forth in the Division of Academics, Performance and Support’s DYO application.

Literacy funds are targeted for the purchase of assessment materials and for professional development on the use of those assessments.

Table 1 below displays the allocation for each school that was approved for the DYO option and/or their literacy assessment choice if applicable. Funds should be scheduled in the allocation category TL DYO Assessment and TL DYO Assessment CW.
Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.
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Table 1 – School Allocations (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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