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DIVISION OF FINANCE  
52 Chambers Street, New York, NY, 10007 

 

SCHOOL ALLOCATION MEMORANDUM NO. 88, FY 12 
 

DATE:  February 16, 2012 

TO:               Community Superintendents 
High School Superintendents 
Children First Networks 
School Principals 

   
FROM: Michael Tragale, Chief Financial Officer 

SUBJECT: SLC Cohort 2006 No Cost Extension Allocation 

The U.S. Department of Education awarded NYCDOE a No-Cost Extension Year for the remaining 
funds in the Cohort 2006 Small Learning Communities (SLC) Grant. NYCDOE has until September 
30, 2012 to encumber these funds, receive services, order commodities and 90 days after to 
liquidate. The purpose of the grant is to use the funds to support the implementation of small 
learning communities at the ten Cohort schools. Specifically, Cohort schools can use funds to 
improve school personalization, embed common planning time into the school day, develop and 
support a distributive leadership governance structure, design and implement rigorous curricula, 
increase postsecondary strategies, and to support teams in data-based decision making.  The goal 
in implementing these structures will be to improve student achievement for all students.  

In order to receive No Cost Extension funding for FY12, each of our Cohort 2006 schools were 
asked to submit a proposal that outlined how expenditures aligned with the goals of the grant, how 
the purpose of the expense will be sustained when the grant officially ends, and a breakdown of the 
costs by budget category. Schools' proposals were not limited to a minimum or maximum budget 
amount. Instead, schools were instructed to base requests on their needs for implementing the SLC 
model. Guaranteed funding was not promised during the No-Cost Extension year. Each school had 
to complete the proposal process if they wanted grant funds. 

Ten schools submitted proposals and all were approved. Each school was given a Reasonable 
Costs Manual to clarify allowable and unallowable expenses. Schools can use allocated funds on 
personnel, travel within the U.S. for SLC related conferences/professional development, supplies, 
contracts and reasonable miscellaneous costs to meet the goals of the grant. These funds may not 
be spent on objectives outside the scope of the goals of the grant, travel outside of the U.S., 
equipment (unit cost equal to or greater than $5,000), and entertainment, including amusement, 
diversion, and social activities and any costs directly associated with these expenses. The 
allocation is conditioned on schools complying with the requirements set forth by the original grant, 
as articulated by the SLC Office and the NYCDOE.  
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Allowable Costs 
 
SLC Grant funding must be used to further the goals of the grant. These goals include, but are 
not limited to: school personalization, embedding common planning time into the school day, 
establishing a distributive leadership governance model, creating and implementing rigorous 
curricula focused on ensuring students are ready for postsecondary success and establishing 
comprehensive data-driven systems of accountability. The grant supports strategies including: 

1. Implementing rigorous academic curricula for all students 

2. Providing academic supports for struggling students 

3. Intensive and individualized educational counseling and career and college guidance 

4. Establishing a supportive, student-centered school climate focused on ensuring that 
students are ready for college and careers after high school 

5. Expanding opportunities for students to participate in AP courses and other academic and 
technical courses that offer both high school and postsecondary credit 

6. Professional development to support teachers in implementing SLCs and meeting the 
diverse needs of their students 

 
Further details on allowable expenses: 

USDOE SLC Program Site: 
  http://www2.ed.gov/programs/slcp/legislation.html  
  

Education Department General Administrative Regulations:                    
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html  

 
 
Unallowable Costs 
The SLC grant will not support costs that fall outside the goals of the grant. Specifically, schools 
may not use these funds for: 

 
1. School Construction  

Improvements to land, buildings, or equipment “which materially increase their value or 
useful life.” 

 
2. Entertainment 

Cost of entertainment, including amusement, diversion, and social activities and any 
costs directly associated with such costs (such as tickets to shows or sporting events, 
meals, lodging, rentals, transportation, and gratuities) are unallowable. 

Examples: 

 A student field trip for recreational or entertainment purposes is not allowable 

 A student field trip for educational purposes is allowable 
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3. Changes in Scope 

Costs that change the scope of the SLC program or its objectives. 
 

4. Foreign Travel 
Travel outside the U.S. and U.S. Territories. 

  
5. Equipment  

Unit cost equal to or greater than $5,000. 
 
 
Table 1 displays the allocation for each school that has been approved by the SLC Office for SLC 
Cohort 2006 No-Cost Extension Funds. These schools have until September 30, 2012 to encumber 
these funds, receive services, order commodities and 90 days after to liquidate.  

Table 1  

DBN School Name Allocation 

10X440  Dewitt Clinton High School  79,921 

31R440  New Drop High School  130,000 

28Q505  Hillcrest High School  100,028 

21K410  Abraham Lincoln High School  55,416 

02M520  Murry Bergtraum High School for Business Careers  60,000 

02M440  Bayard Rustin Educational Complex  35,225 

02M437  Hudson HS of Learning Technologies  36,828 

27Q410  Beach Channel High School  7,500 

11X415  Christopher Columbus High School  50,000 

02M620  Norman Thomas High School  75,000 

  Total $629,918 

 

 

Funds should be scheduled in allocation category SLC C6 No Cost Extension Funding. 
 
 
Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum. 
 

MT: akh 

cc:  Shael Polakow-Suransky 
       Joshua Thomases 
       Greg Betheil 
       James Arcala 

http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/d_chanc_oper/budget/dbor/allocationmemo/fy11_12/FY12_PDF/sam88.doc

