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FY13 RACE TO THE TOP DATA SPECIALIST ALLOCATION
All non-charter schools will be provided funding to support school-based Data Specialists.

The Data Specialist is responsible for ensuring the ongoing accuracy of student and school data in DOE source systems, which will be used to evaluate Common Core integration.  He/she is also responsible for understanding and sharing with school staff the importance of source system data as the building blocks for accountability tools such as the DOE Progress Report and New York State accountability metrics

The Data Specialist is typically a school Inquiry Team member and is particularly suited to being the school expert on understanding the relationship between data inputs in DOE source systems (i.e. Automate the Schools (ATS), Student Transcript and Academic Recording System (STARS), Child Assistance Program (CAP), Galaxy) and data outputs found in Achievement Reporting and Innovation System (ARIS), Progress Reports, and New York State Accountability Reports.

Regular tasks will be assigned to the Data Specialist around data cleaning at the school level; data verification exercises; and running specialized reports to share with school administration.  Principals and Assistance Principals should provide support needed to allow the Data Specialist to delegate many of these tasks to other school personnel, such as the Pupil Accounting Secretary or the Program Chair.  The Data Specialist will also serve as the first point of contact at the school with respect to ARIS and DOE source system issues.

Training and support for the Data Specialist will be provided by the Data/IT Liaison at the school’s Children First Network. 

The goal will be to provide ongoing and productive support for the Data Specialist in the areas listed herein:

· Ongoing Data Specialist Training

· Verification of Progress Report and NYSED Accountability Data

· Data Cleaning Techniques

· Understanding DOE Data Business Rules

· ARIS

· Provision of DOE Data Calendar with Time-Sensitive Tasks to be Completed

The allowable cost factors will include:

• Supervisor Per Session


• Principal Per Session

• Teacher Per Session

• Guidance Counselor Per Session

• Prep Period Coverage/Per Diem

Any unspent funds from July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013, cannot be rolled over into FY 14 school budgets. Schools should refer to Chancellor’s Regulation 175 (C-175) for per session guidance.

Because Race to the Top (RTTT) funds are monitored extensively, the allocation of RTTT funds is dependent upon evidence that these funds are allocated according to the guidance provided in this memorandum. Schools should be prepared to present this evidence upon request. For example, per session activities require a job posting, job applications, timecards, and timesheets. Additional evidence supporting activities can include team agendas, meeting minutes and school wide memos to teachers and staff, among other things. These documents will be required and must be accurate in the event of an audit, or costs will be disallowed and future funding endangered.

Programmatic information provided by the Division of Academics, Performance, and Support.

Table 1 presents each school’s allocations. Funds should be scheduled in the allocation category ARRA RTTT Data Specialist and ARRA RTTT Data Specialist CW.
School funding to support Data Specialists is allocated based on school size.  Schools are broken into 3 tiers based on estimated enrollment. 

Tier 1: Less than 1,500 students

Tier 2: 1,500 to 1,800 students

Tier 3: 1,800+

	
	Tier 1
	Tier 2
	Tier 3

	Allocation
	$2177 per school
	$2471 per school
	 $2963 per school


Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.

Attachment(s):   

Table 1 –School Allocation Summary (click here for a downloadable Excel file)

Table 2 – School Allocation Detail (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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