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Microsoft Settlement School Technology Voucher Program (STVP)
The New York State School Technology Voucher Program (NYS-STVP) resulted from the Settlement Agreement

 (2.38MB) between New York State consumers and Microsoft Corporation (Case No. 10519300 N.Y. Supreme Ct.). Funds awarded in the settlement will be offered to eligible public school districts (on behalf of their eligible public schools), in the form of vouchers.   NYCDOE schools are eligible for $51,719,269. In order to receive vouchers, schools must apply by November 1, 2014.

Program Purpose
Funds made available through this settlement agreement are to be used by eligible schools in their efforts to improve their readiness for computer-based testing (CBT) and create a technology-rich learning school environment. While the NYS-STVP is platform neutral, the focus is to leverage the funds to support schools in their efforts to close the gap in their readiness for CBT and overall integration of technology in classroom teaching and learning. The allocations in Table 1 below will be placed in two allocation categories NYS STVP General Voucher and NYS STVP Software Voucher
Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible to receive an allotment of the funds an NYCDOE school must meet both of the following criteria: 

· Must be a public school serving students in any grades, kindergarten through grade 12, and
· Have at least 50 percent or more of its students eligible for the Free or Reduced-Price Lunch Program (FRPL) for the year of 2011-12 (as of March 2012). 

Pupils are deemed free lunch eligible if there is a completed free lunch form for the child or the student is receiving public assistance that has the same or lower income requirement as free lunch (TANF and food stamps). Student enrollment is based on the March 2012 register, which is audited by Office of the Auditor General.

NYSED has published the list of NYCDOE eligible schools.

FAQ Link (https://nys-stvp.com/FrequentlyAskedQuestions.aspx)
General Categories of Products and Services Eligible for Voucher Reimbursement
Based on the Terms of Settlement, vouchers can be used to purchase specific products and services within general categories. Please note that products and services in these general categories are reimbursable with one or both types of vouchers.  The fund will be available in the form of 50 percent General Purpose Vouchers and 50 percent Specific Category Software Vouchers.  The vouchers can be redeemed for a variety of goods and services, such as hardware (General Purpose Vouchers) and software (Specific Category Software Vouchers). Schools cannot move funds from one voucher category to another. Schools are encouraged to invest in devices for student use and to consult guidance from NYSED and the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC):
· Devices must meet or exceed PARCC’s recommended specifications (includes desktop computers, laptop computers, and tablets with minimum of 9.5 inch screen size).

· Devices must be under warranty in order to be considered eligible for computer-based testing in 2014-2015 school year.

To review additional State regulations and guidance, please visit http://www.p12.nysed.gov/technology/programs/techvouchers.html. 

Full instructions on purchasing hardware and software for computer-based testing readiness using these funds is included in the following link: 
http://intranet.nycboe.net/Accountability/Assessment/AssessmentTechnology/). 
Purchasing

First, schools must complete the Technology Inventory for Online Assessments (TIOA) before using these funds. Once the TIOA is completed schools can use FAMIS to select desired products. Purchase orders will be reviewed internally; however, there are additional levels of approval by NYSED and the settlement managers. As a result, items ordered with these funds may take longer to arrive than typical FAMIS orders. 

For questions about TIOA and NYS-STVP program, contact techreadiness@schools.nyc.gov.
For questions about purchasing items in FAMIS, contact your network procurement point.
Funds will be auto scheduled in object code 199 for allocation category “NYS STVP Software Voucher”. Schools will not be able to move funds outside of the scheduled object code. Funds in allocation category “NYS STVP General Voucher” can be scheduled in either object code 100 or 613 for installation services of STVP purchases only.  Purchases requested in object 300 will be approved a case-by-case basis.  Please contact techreadiness@schools.nyc.gov  to request funds in object 300.

When scheduling funds, schools supported by Rembursable funds, use allocation category “NYS STVP General Voucher”, and by the allocation category “NYS STVP Software Voucher”.

Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.
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Table 1 – Microsoft Settlement School Technology Voucher Program (STVP) – School Allocations Summary (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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