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FY14 Title I ARRA School Improvement Grant 1003(g) Cohorts 2, 3 and 4
On September 04, 2013 the New York City Department of Education received $41,085,225 for the 2013-2014 school year to implement the federal School Improvement Grant (SIG) program.  This grant award is composed of funding for three separate cohorts of schools that will implement the TURNAROUND model, which is carried out by the DOE by replacing phasing-out Priority Schools with new schools, and the TRANSFORMATION model, which is carried out by improving the school through a set of strategies including implementation of the Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR) plans, a coherent framework for professional development linked to student needs, and expanded learning time.
The grant award for 28 Phase-in Schools:
· Cohort 2 – 17 Schools for Year 3 of the Grant
· Cohort 3 – 3 Schools for Year 2 of the Grant
· Cohort 4 – 8 Schools for Year 1 of the Grant
The grant award for 19 Phase-outs is composed of:
· Cohort 2 –10 Schools for Year 3 of the Grant
· Cohort 3 – 3 Schools for Year 2 of the Grant
· Cohort 4 – 6 Schools for Year 1 of the Grant
The grant award for 2 Turnaround Schools is composed of:
· Cohort 2 – 2 Schools for Year 3 of the Grant
The grant award for 15 Transformations is composed of:

· Cohort 4 – 15 Schools for Year 1 of the Grant
Addendum

In February and March 2014, schools developed and submitted supplementary school-based plans to fulfill the requirements of the Teacher Effectiveness portion of the SIG Grant in partnership with the Office of Teacher Effectiveness. These plans were implemented during the Spring of 2014 and the funds to support the activities were transferred to schools in April 2014. The table of allocations attached to this SAM reflects those final amounts. 
Overview
To receive SIG funding for the 2013-2014 school year, a school must be a Priority School that applied for one of the following federally prescribed intervention models: 
· Turnaround

· Transformation

· Restart

· Closure

Schools were required to submit an application outlining their improvement plans that adhered to required components for each model (see Table 3).  Only those Priority School applications that were approved by NYSED were awarded SIG funding. Funds must be used according to the plans in the approved applications. 
Awards
See Table 1 for awards and intervention models. The fund source for this grant is Title I ARRA.  Title I ARRA SIG funds are not subject to fringe when scheduled on schools’ table of organization (TO) in Galaxy.  Fringe budgets for these funds are being established separately in the DOE’s budget (see Table 2 for Fringe calculation and School Allocation in Galaxy).  

Please note that only CFNs will be able to schedule these funds in Galaxy since the ACs will be marked as CFN only:
Title I ARRA SIG Phase-in Cohort 2 Year 3

Title I ARRA SIG Phase-in Cohort 3 Year 2
Title I ARRA SIG Phase-out Cohort 2 Year 3
Title I ARRA SIG Phase-out Cohort 3 Year 2
Title I ARRA SIG Turnaround Cohort 2 Year 3
TI ARRA SIG Coh 4 Yr 1 Trans (school’s DBN here)

TI ARRA SIG Coh4Yr 1 Turn (school’s DBN here)

Upon receipt of grant funds schools that received TL ASA for AA funding to cover for personnel expenses must swap funding.  *Please note, SIG funds begin on 9/1/2013. Any expenses incurred prior to this date cannot be covered with SIG funding. 
Compliance and Monitoring Requirements
The American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) include unprecedented and extensive requirements to promote transparency and accountability, and to minimize fraud, waste and abuse. The U.S. DOE will closely monitor ARRA expenditures and its Office of Inspector General will conduct comprehensive audits of ARRA implementation. Information on how schools use ARRA funds is available to the public on www.Recovery.gov. In addition, New York is one of 16 states that received bi-monthly visits by the United States General Accounting Office (GAO) to both monitor and audit our compliance with ARRA requirements, as well as the requirements of the key federal programs under which ARRA funds are being distributed to schools, namely Title I, Part A and the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act (IDEA).  Please note:
· Federal regulations require that schools must maintain auditable “time and effort” documentation showing how each employee that is fully or partially funded by SIG divides his or her time among grant-funded programmatic activities.  

· All OTPS purchases must be made through a contracted and ARRA approved vendor.  

· Inventory records must be maintained at the school level.  

· All equipment and textbooks must have asset tags which say “Property of NYC DOE” and “Funded by ARRA” and contain a serial number to crosswalk to the inventory list.  

· Textbooks must be stored in a separate place on the shelf from non-ARRA textbooks and the shelf should be labeled as “Funded by ARRA.”      
It is more important than ever before to ensure that all transactions are adequately supported by data and documentation. Schools should visit the Principals’ Portal Budget page to review appropriate documentation for ARRA and all other reimbursable fiscal management. If a school fails to comply with the scheduling or reporting requirements governing the use of ARRA funds, the U.S. DOE may bring an enforcement action against the school district and may seek to withhold or suspend in whole or in part ARRA funds, or may seek to recover misspent funds following an audit. Therefore, it is essential that principals maintain accurate and reliable documentation of ARRA expenditures.

Questions about this grant can be directed to Mary Doyle, Executive Director, Office of State Portfolio Policy, at mdoyle5@schools.nyc.gov

Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.

Attachment(s):   

Table 1 – School Allocation Summary (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
Table 2 – School Awards and Intervention Models (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
Table 3 – School Allocations Detail (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
Table 4 – Turnaround Allowable Funded Programs (click here for a downloadable Word file)
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