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This memorandum provides resources to schools participating in the Students with Interrupted Formal Education (SIFE) and Long-term ELL (LTE) Initiative. Each participating school was required to have its program proposal approved by the Division of Students with Disabilities and English Language Learners. (School allocations are summarized on the attached table.)

The SIFE/LTE Initiative provides funding, technical assistance, professional development, and networking opportunities to participating schools so they can develop and implement new ways to serve these struggling students. According to the 2011-12 BESIS, one out of every 10 ELLs have been identified as SIFE at some point during their time in the New York City public schools system. ELLs who have received service for more than six years, known as Long-term ELLs, make up even more (12.6%) of the system’s overall ELL population. The Initiative allows schools to better serve this high-needs population by offering specialized learning opportunities to support SIFE and LTEs in building academic language and literacy. At the same time, it focuses on the socio-emotional support these students require to be successful in school. The SIFE/LTE Initiative gives schools the flexibility to structure a student program, professional development, and parent engagement activities that are tailored to the needs of each school and its students.

Participating schools create learning communities based on the model they choose to implement, as stated in their proposals. Schools send appropriate representatives for professional development according to recommendations for their chosen intervention programs. All sites are required to maintain student rosters and submit final reports in order to evaluate program implementation, materials, and overall effectiveness, as well as to determine if students have met the goals and objectives stated in a school’s approved proposal. Additionally, all schools are required to send an administrator and at least one teacher to a culminating grant activity, to be held in the spring, where schools will share the grant activities that were most effective in meeting the needs of SIFE, LTEs, their parents, and the educators who work with them.
Allocations will be placed in each school’s budget in allocation category TL SIFE ELL or TL SIFE ELL HS.
Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.

Attachment(s):   
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