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SCHOOL ALLOCATION MEMORANDUM NO. 19, FY 15
DATE: 
June 3, 2014
TO:              
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School Success Initiative
The DOE is committed to ensuring that all schools succeed, and is instituting new strategies to support the efforts of our schools in need of improvement. The DOE is assessing the resources used for this mission and their ultimate effectiveness in contributing to school improvement. 

Several funding streams issued in prior fiscal years in support of the School Success Initiative will now be issued under this umbrella memorandum.  Affected funding sources include Transitional Relief for School Improvement Grant (SIG) Funding Loss, Blueprint, and the School Success Grant. Presently, this School Allocation Memorandum addresses SIG Relief and Blueprint funding for FY 2015; it will be amended to include School Success Grant funding for FY 2015.
Schools should use these funds in concert with your other allocations to develop school-wide programs to improve instructional programs and address the needs of students. Schools may also receive other supplemental financial support, including School Improvement Grants (SIG), Priority and Focus School funding, and the School Innovation Fund (SIF) grant.  While additional funding streams will continue to be issued outside of this memorandum, all funding should be thoughtfully managed in support of each school’s overarching needs and goals as outlined in their school improvement plans (S/CEP, SIG, or SIF).  Note: If awarded SIG or SIF funding from NYSED, the School Success Initiative allocation may be swapped for SIG or SIF funding without any funding penalty to the school.  

In order to facilitate multi-year planning, schools are advised that there may be a reduction in FY 2016 funding based on register loss, a review of each school’s effective use of these funds to improve student outcomes, and other factors.  All future funding is further subject to availability.

Transitional Relief for SIG, Blueprint, and School Success Grant Funding
Transitional Relief for SIG Funding Loss and Blueprint funding were not intended to be permanent allocations.  Their purpose was to support schools that were ineligible to receive SIG funding from the New York State Education Department (NYSED).  Funding was provided to support 
improvement efforts during the period the schools were ineligible to receive SIG funding. Schools that will receive SIG funding in FY 2015 will no longer receive Transitional Relief for SIG or Blueprint funding.  FY 2015 allocations will reflect a reduction relative to the school’s projected student register loss.  Special circumstances regarding each of these funding streams follow:
· Transitional Relief for SIG Funding Loss: This funding supports schools that were a part of the NYCDOE’s effort to close and replace schools with the Turnaround model. Since the schools stayed opened they were not eligible for either new school Fair Student Funding or SIG funding; this funding helped fill that gap.  

· Blueprint Funding: This funding is used to support schools that had SIG funding suspended by NYSED in January 2012.  

· School Success Grant: This funding was provided in prior years to support schools in need of improvement that were identified as part of the DOE Early Engagement process, or were phasing out, or did not receive SIG funding. The revised methodology for the FY 2015 School Success Grant will be announced in an amendment to this SAM, which will be issued prior to the start of the school year. 
Accountability
All schools receiving School Success Initiative funding will be expected to align the use of these dollars to their school needs and goals as outlined in their school improvement plans.  Schools will also need to demonstrate that they are making progress towards improving student achievement in order to be eligible for continuation of this funding in future years.  Schools will be subject to oversight and monitoring on the use of this funding by the DOE and/or NYSED.  
Funds will be placed in the school’s budgets in the following allocation categories: TL Blueprint Assistance/TL Blueprint Assistance HS or TL Transitional Relief for SIG/TL Transitional Relief for SIG HS.

Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.

Attachment(s):   

Table 1 – Schools Allocation Summary (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
Table 2 – Schools Allocation Detail (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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