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School Principals
FROM:
Raymond J. Orlando, Chief Financial Officer
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Special Education Transitional Supplement
Consistent with our systemic effort to significantly improve academic achievement and outcomes for students with disabilities, the Department of Education is implementing a reform of special education focused on the advancement of student learning and achievement. In school year 2014-15 schools will continue to serve the overwhelming majority of students with disabilities in the school’s zone or through the school choice processes.  In collaboration with parents, and through the IEP process, schools are refining instructional programs for students with disabilities by taking a fresh look at the strengths and needs of students.  Schools will focus on working toward students’ long-term educational goals, educating students with disabilities with their non-disabled peers, and developing focused recommendations for services that are targeted to student achievement.  Schools will use adult and student time differently, and use different groupings of students throughout the day as appropriate.

As mentioned above, schools are now expected to serve the students who come to their school, regardless of their IEP program recommendation. Schools that previously received unfilled seats and class allocations for students with disabilities through Fair Student Funding (FSF) will now be funded on a per-capita basis for their students with disabilities who have full-time program recommendations.  To assist schools with transitioning from class allocation funding to per-capita funding, we will allocate transitional funding for the schools that have in the past received funding for full classes (in other words, those that received funding for “unfilled seats”), based on the following methodology:

· Schools that received funding for unfilled seats in FY12 are eligible to receive a transitional supplement in FY15, adjusted for changes in their filled seat register as of the final FY 14 Mid-Year registers.
· Schools with FY15 projected registers greater than or equal to their FY14 Mid-Year register (filled + unfilled seats) will not receive a supplement, as they will be funded through register growth.

· Schools with FY15 projected registers less than their FY14 Mid-Year register (filled + unfilled seats) will receive a transitional supplement for the difference between the FY15 register and the FY14 Mid-Year register, FY12 unfilled seats register.

· Schools that participated in Phase 1 of the special education reform and received a transitional supplement in FY12 will have their initial FY14 Mid-Year registers as the basis for the FY15 supplement, and will be funded at the rates set in SAM #30 for FY12.

· Non-Phase 1 schools that received funding for unfilled seats will have the FY14 Mid-Year register for special education (12/31) as the basis for the FY15 supplement, and will receive the FY12 FSF rates multiplied by the school’s FSF percentage of funding.

· The transitional supplement will be adjusted by the school’s FY12 percent of formula.

· This allocation will be adjusted at the Mid-Year adjustment based on the FY15 register for special education (12/31) in accordance with the provisions set above.
These funds will appear in the allocation categories: TL SE Transitional Funding or TL SE Transitional Funding HS.  These allocation categories contain the same cost factors as Fair Student Funding.
Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.

Attachment(s):   

   
Table 1 – School Allocation Summary (click here for a downloadable Excel file)

Table 2 – Phase I Transitional Support Allocation (click here for a downloadable Excel file)

      
Table 3 – Phase II Transitional Support Allocation (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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