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 52 Chambers Street, New York, NY, 10007
SCHOOL ALLOCATION MEMORANDUM NO. 70 FY 2015
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December 2, 2014
TO:              
Community Superintendents
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Children First Networks
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Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program Support
This allocation provides resources supporting New York State certified Early Childhood Social Workers and Family Workers serving some pre-kindergarten classes in public schools throughout the city. Not all schools with pre-K have an assigned Early Childhood or Family Worker.  These social workers work with the Division of Early Childhood Education (DECE) to support Early Childhood classrooms, with assistance from Family Workers.  

The social workers’ key objective is to support the school to develop and maintain emotionally responsive practices in classrooms through working with school leaders, teachers, and families to ensure that pre-K students are ready to engage in learning the skills and knowledge outlined in the Prekindergarten Foundation for the Common Core (PKFCC).  
Their role includes:

· Collaborating with school leaders to strengthen early child classroom quality and family engagement

· Assisting classroom pre-kindergarten staff in creating emotionally responsive environments for students by collaborating with classroom staff on a regular basis.  

· Building relationships and community with families through early and sustained positive communication.
· Support families in their transitions in and out of pre-K.

Please note that Early Childhood Social Workers will, at times, provide support to children in other Early Childhood grades, especially around transitions.  Family Workers assist social workers with carrying out the duties mentioned above.  

There are two Early Childhood Program Specialists assigned to each DECE Field Office (Manhattan/Bronx; Queens; Brooklyn/Staten Island) who are responsible for overseeing the Early Childhood Social Worker to fully implement their roles and responsibilities within their assigned schools.  All communications, questions, concerns regarding the Early Childhood Social Worker should be directed to the corresponding DECE Program Specialist.  

Please refer to attached table 2 for the payroll and processing information of the social workers.  If you have questions about use of funds to support Early Childhood Social Workers, please contact the Division of Early Childhood Education at 212-374-0351 or earlychildhood@schools.nyc.gov.
Allocations should be scheduled in TL PreK Program Support Shared and IDEA PreK Program Support Shared.

Please click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.

Table 1:  School Allocations Summary  (Please click here for a downloadable Excel file)
Table 2:  Payroll Information and Processing  (Please click here for a downloadable Word file)
Table 3:  By Allocation Category (Please click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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