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 DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 52 Chambers Street, New York, NY, 10007
SCHOOL ALLOCATION MEMORANDUM NO. 105, FY 2016
DATE: 
December 18, 2015
TO:              
Community Superintendents
High School Superintendents
Borough Field Service Center Teams
School Principals
FROM:
Raymond J. Orlando, Chief Financial Officer
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Arts Studio Funding
This memorandum allocates supplemental funding to schools for each full-time, assigned teacher of the arts (elementary level) or full-time, certified and assigned teacher of the arts (secondary level) on staff for the purpose of purchasing studio materials to enhance teaching and learning in dance, music, theater, and visual arts. 

This memorandum provides an overview of the funding that participating schools will receive in 
FY 2016.  The program benefits must be used to supplement present school funding for arts programs and cannot be used as the sole funding source for arts studio materials or to supplant previously allocated funds.

Schools will receive $1,200.00 per eligible teacher. Eligible teachers must be both licensed and assigned to teach a full-time schedule in an arts discipline at the secondary school level.  Elementary Cluster teachers who are assigned full-time to teach the arts are also eligible.  Additionally, eligible teachers must be on regular active status.  Data on teacher licenses and assignments was obtained from the Division of Human Resources in October 2015 to determine the list of eligible schools and teachers.
Funds are intended to enhance the quality of standards-based, Blueprint-aligned instruction in the arts studio, therefore decisions about expenditures should be made jointly between the Principal (or their designee) and each eligible arts teacher.  Please be advised that arts teachers will be notified directly when school funds are allocated so that teachers and administrators can work collaboratively on a spending plan.  Click here to access a guide produced by the Office of Arts and Special Projects with some tips on appropriate resources for the arts studio.

Schools will receive funding for this program under the allocation category TL Arts Studio, TL Arts Studio HS, and TL Arts Studio CW.  

Funds can be used support the following OTPS costs: 

· Instructional Supplies
· Educational Software

· Equipment – General (Note: Any audio/visual equipment purchased must be for instructional use only)
All standard operating procedures and fiscal year deadlines for procurement with tax-levy funds apply. 

All school expenditures are subject to review.  A random-sample audit will be conducted in February 2015. Selected schools will be asked to provide documentation of all expenditures made with this funding allocation and a narrative describing how items were selected and how they are being used in the arts studio. The results of the audit will influence decisions regarding future school allocations.

Please contact the Office of Arts and Special Projects at artsandspecialprojects@schools.nyc.gov with the subject line “Arts Teacher Studio Funding” and your DBN along with a STARS screen shot of the program for the teacher in question to report any discrepancies in teacher data.
Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.

Attachment:   

Table 1 – School Allocations (Please click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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