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 DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 52 Chambers Street, New York, NY, 10007
SCHOOL ALLOCATION MEMORANDUM NO. 19, FY 2016
DATE: 
June 11, 2015
TO:              
Community Superintendents
High School Superintendents
Borough Field Service Center Teams

School Principals
FROM:
Raymond J. Orlando, Chief Financial Officer
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School Achievement Funding
The DOE is committed to ensuring that all schools succeed, and is instituting new strategies to support the efforts of our schools in need of improvement. The DOE assesses the resources used for this mission and their ultimate effectiveness in contributing to school improvement. 

Several funding streams in support of school achievement are issued under this umbrella memorandum.  Affected funding sources include Transitional Relief for School Improvement Grant (SIG) Funding, Blueprint funding loss, and Persistently Failing School Support. Schools should use these funds in concert with their other allocations to develop school-wide programs to improve instructional programs and address the needs of students. Schools may also receive other supplemental financial support, including School Improvement Grants (SIG), Priority and Focus School funding, and School Innovation Fund (SIF) grants.  Schools should thoughtfully manage these dollars as well as additional funding streams issued or granted outside of this memorandum in support of each school’s overarching needs and goals as outlined in their school improvement plans (R/S/CEP, SIG, or SIF).  
In order to facilitate multi-year planning, schools are advised that there may be a reduction in FY 2017 funding based on register loss, a review of each school’s effective use of these funds to improve student outcomes and other factors.  All future funding is further subject to availability.

Transitional Relief for SIG and TL Blueprint 
Transitional Relief for SIG Funding Loss and Blueprint funding were not intended to be permanent allocations.  Their purpose was to support schools that were ineligible to receive SIG funding from the New York State Education Department (NYSED). Funding was provided to support improvement efforts during the period the schools were ineligible to receive SIG funding. FY 2016 allocations will reflect a reduction relative to the school’s projected student register loss. Special circumstances regarding each of these funding streams follow:

· Transitional Relief for SIG Funding Loss: This funding supports schools that were a part of the NYCDOE’s effort to close and replace schools with the Turnaround model. Since the schools stayed opened they were not eligible for either new school Fair Student Funding or SIG funding; this funding helped fill that gap.  

· Blueprint Funding: This funding is used to support schools that had SIG funding suspended by NYSED in January 2012.  
Persistently Failing School Support

This memorandum also funds bringing all Persistently Failing schools into the Renewal Schools model.  Renewal Schools model programs include providing guidance counselors, adding teachers for special academic intervention programs serving students who have fallen behind, and extending the school day.
Accountability
All schools receiving school achievement funding will be expected to align the use of these dollars to their school needs and goals as outlined in their school improvement plans. Schools will also need to demonstrate that they are making progress towards improving student achievement in order to be eligible for continuation of this funding in future years. Schools will be subject to oversight and monitoring on the use of this funding by the DOE and/or NYSED.  

In the Fall of 2015, the performance of schools receiving school achievement funding will be reviewed. In addition, each school will be required to create a sustainability plan to ensure continued support to the activities when funding is no longer available. 

Schools must use school achievement funds to meet ELT requirements first.  Remaining funds are to be used to support implementation of activities that support the Framework for Great Schools’ activities.
Funding for collective bargaining increases is included in this allocation. Funds will be placed in the school’s budgets in the following allocation categories: 
· TL Blueprint Assistance/HS 
· TL Transitional Relief for SIG/HS
· TL School Achievement PF Schools
Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.

Attachment(s):   

Table 1 – Schools Allocation Summary (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
Table 2 – Schools Allocation Detail (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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