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FY 2016 Bilingual Special Education (BSE) Program Allocation
New York State Education Department (NYSED) Commissioner’s Regulations Part 154 and Part 200 include provisions for students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) who are recommended by their Committee on Special Education (CSE) to receive special education supports and services in a language other than English. CSEs are responsible for determining the language of assessment and, as appropriate, language of instruction and/or service for students with IEPs, and considering the students’ English and native language proficiency in this determination. In most cases, these students are also formally identified as English Language Learners (ELLs), though not all ELLs with IEPs require a BSE Program. 

NYSED CR Part 154 and Part 200 mandate that all NYS public school districts create and maintain special education instructional programs in languages other than English, known as Bilingual Special Education (BSE) Programs. These regulations mandate, at a minimum, provision of English as a New Language (ENL), formerly known as English as a Second Language (ESL), for all ELLs- including ELLs with IEPs. For students with IEPs that CSEs recommend a BSE Program, NYCDOE schools provide Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT) and Special Class (SC) special education programs that also feature a Dual Language (DL) or Transitional Bilingual Education (TBE) bilingual component. Students who are recommended for BSE Programs are placed into these programs by the Central BSE Programs Team, in collaboration with the Office of Student Enrollment. Schools may not independently place students in these programs, and are encouraged to contact SpecializedPrograms@schools.nyc.gov for support. 

Schools slated to open BSE Programs in SY15-16 were finalized by the Central BSE Programs Team in spring 2015.  This memorandum allocates funding for BSE classes with greater than two unfilled seats, and schools with greater than 7 self-funded BSE unfilled seats.  Funding is based on a 10/30 ATS register snapshot. Funding will be adjusted based on 12/31/15 registers in conjunction with the Fair Student Funding (FSF) Mid-Year Adjustment.  

· This allocation funds all empty seats beyond the first two for BSE classes with greater than two unfilled seats.  

· This allocation provides additional funding to cap school-wide self-funded seats at 7 so as to not penalize schools with multiple BSE programs.  

· Funding is provided at the FSF per capita level, which is based on Special Education class type (Self-Contained or ICT) and grade level.  

A key priority for the NYCDOE is to ensure that students recommended for BSE Programs receive such services by supporting schools with available seats. The Central BSE Programs Team will work with field support staff and schools to ensure BSE Program seats are filled on an ongoing basis. 

The allocation is based on either a Special Class (SC) or an Integrated-Co Teaching (ICT) BSE Program model within community schools: 
Special Class (SC)

	Grade Level
	Students
	SE Certified Teacher(s)
	Programmatic Paraprofessional

	K-8
	12
	1
	-

	K-8
	12
	1
	1

	9th – 12th grade
	15
	1
	-

	9th – 12th grade
	15
	1
	1


Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT)

	Grade(s)
	Students w/ IEPs1
	GE Students
	SE Certified Teacher2
	GE Certified Teacher2

	K
	Up to 10 or no more than 40% of the total class register
	Up to contractual maximum, less the number of students w/IEPs
	1
	1

	1-12
	Up to 12 or no more than 40% of the total class register
	Up to contractual maximum, less the number of students w/IEPs
	1
	1


1The number of students with IEPs in ICT classes includes any student with an IEP, regardless of the program recommendation (e.g., Related Services only).

2 In bilingual ICT classes, at least one teacher must hold a NYS-approved certification extension in bilingual education.

The decision to allocate additional funding will be made based on data from SESIS, ATS, and the Bilingual Program Tracker in STARS. These student information data systems will be reviewed on a regular basis and also as requested by schools. It is critical that student program recommendations are current and accurate in SESIS and that schools enter data into the STARS Bilingual Program Tracker and set course section properties correctly. For information, please see the STARS wiki: https://wiki.nycenet.edu/pages/viewpage.action?spaceKey=HSST&title=School+Programs+-+ELL .

Programmatic information provided by the Central BSE Programs Team, within the Division of Specialized Instruction and Student Support. Schools with BSE Programs will receive funding in the TL Bilingual Specialized Program allocation category.
Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.

Attachment(s):   

Table 1 – BSE School Summary (click here for a downloadable Excel file)

Table 2 – BSE Class Detail (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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