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SCHOOL ALLOCATION MEMORANDUM NO. 16, FY 2016
DATE: 
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TO:              
Community Superintendents
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FROM:
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Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Program
This allocation memorandum provides resources for schools which have been selected to provide a specialized program for students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). These programs include inclusion (ASD Nest Program) and self-contained (ASD Horizon Program) classes within community schools. ASD Nest and ASD Horizon use the standard public school academic framework, with substantially the same activities found in other, non-specialized classes, but with environmental modifications and individual adaptations to address the needs of students with ASD.  These modifications include specialized curricula and strategies that foster relationship development, adaptive skills, sensory/motor development, self-regulation, and language and communication development.
The allocation is based on the following program models:

· ASD Nest: a reduced class-size, Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT) model that serves students with ASD alongside their non-disabled/typically developing peers. The only exception is the ASD Nest Intensive K Program (see note below program model chart).  

	Grade Level
	Student : Teacher Ratio
	Ratio SE:GE Students

	
	
	Students w/ASD
	Typically Developing Students (GE Only)

	Intensive (Micro) Kindergarten
	6:1:1*
	Up to 6
	0

	Kindergarten
	12:2
	Up to 4
	Up to 8

	1st - 3rd grade
	16:2
	Up to 4
	Up to 12

	4th - 5th grade
	20:2
	Up to 5
	Up to 15

	6th – 8th grade
	25:2
	Up to 5
	Up to 20

	9th – 12th grade
	25:2
	Up to 6
	Up to 25


*The ASD Nest Intensive Kindergarten Program is a self-contained Special Class (SC) model that prepares students for a traditional ASD Nest Program for Kindergarten the following year. Therefore, students in ASD Nest IK remain in Kindergarten for two years.

· ASD Horizon Programs: a Special Class (SC) that provides intensive services and supports to ASD students only, in an 8:1:1 self-contained model.

· ASD Support Programs: a model that provides SETSS and paraprofessional support in a general education classroom and/or an ICT model to support students with ASD. 

Funds may support the following:



· Classroom teachers (special & general education)

· Curricular materials (e.g., ACE curriculum, Social Development Intervention materials, etc.)

· Coverage (e.g., for interschool collaboration, conducting student observations, etc.)

· Mandated Related Services (e.g., Speech/Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, etc.) 

· Per Session activities (e.g., professional development, observation report writing, team meetings, etc.)
· Equipment and supplies (e.g., weighted vests, cushions, fidgets, etc.)



Programmatic and operational information provided by the Central ASD Programs Team, within the Special Education Office (SEO) of the Division of Specialized Instruction and Student Support.

Schools participating in the ASD Programs listed above will receive funding in the TL ASD and TL C4E ASD allocation categories. Schools participating in the ASD Summer program will receive funding in the TL ASD Summer allocation category. Schools must schedule the allocated programmatic funds in accordance with their ASD Program funding formula, which may be found in the downloadable Excel files at the end of this document. To the extent ASD Program schools reasonably believe that certain deviations from their school’s ASD funding model are needed in order to appropriately meet the needs of students in their ASD Program, schools should contact ASDPrograms@schools.nyc.gov to discuss any proposed changes to the schedule. The ASD Programs Team and/or Borough Field Support staff may periodically monitor schools’ ASD funding schedules to ensure fidelity to the ASD Program funding model.  

Schools slated to open ASD Programs in SY 2015-16 were finalized in spring 2015. In the event that the anticipated ASD Programs (or sections) do not open or fill, the following actions will be taken:
	Action
	Responsible Party
	Timeline

	Place additional (wait listed, new) eligible students in unfilled ASD Program classes 
	Central ASD Programs Team, in collaboration with school-and district-based Committees on Special Education (CSEs)
	By 10/31/2015, and ongoing throughout the year.

	Collapse same-grade sections, excess staff, and return all ASD Program SAM funds, in cases where no or fewer than 50% of a full class of students are anticipated by 10/31/15.
	ASD Program schools
	By the 15th day of SY15-16

	Collapse same-grade sections and:

· Leverage extra ASD Program teacher to perform within school and/or inter-ASD program support functions, such as student observations, coaching, and/or family training, or;

· Consider opening a class at another grade level, pending newly identified need and/or waitlist.

Return any non-staff related ASD Program SAM funds, if not opening another class.
	ASD Program schools
	After the 15th day of SY15-16


Collective bargaining is included in rates used for each of the components as defined by each program model.  
Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.

Attachment(s):   

Table 1 – ASD School Summary               (click here for a downloadable Excel file)

Table 2 – ASD Class Detail                        (click here for a downloadable Excel file)

Table 3 – ASD Summer School Program   
(click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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