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TO:              
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Federal Title IIA Supplemental
This memorandum allocates federal funds under Title IIA to reduce class size across the system.  On December 10, 2015, President Obama signed into law the Every Student Succeed Act (ESSA), which reauthorizes the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965. While the reauthorization takes effect immediately, under the ESSA transition provisions, as clarified by the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016, the effective date of ESSA has been extended to FY 2018.  This extension allows State Education Departments to adapt to new legislative changes, to consult with various groups affected by the reauthorization, and to create and issue new guidance and regulations, some of which will have a direct impact on school allocations. 

While the Title IIA appropriation was reduced by $1.2 million in FY 2017, there is no impact to school allocations due to the reduced need for schools that will close in June 2016.  Note that all federal programs are subject to potential programmatic and financial changes over the next few years as ESSA is implemented. 
In FY 2016 – 2017, school allocations will be based on the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and the current Title IIA formula as per the ESSA transition provisions.  Similar to the previous years, the New York State Education Department is projecting a decrease in Title IIA funds, but has not yet posted a Title IIA preliminary allocation.  Therefore, the DOE is projecting a small decrease based on input from the Federal Omnibus bill of 2016, the New York State Education Department, a hold harmless amount, which guarantees local education agencies a minimum amount of funds from one year to the next, and the number of eligible, low income students in public schools.  
All federal funding issued in FY 2017 is preliminary and subject to possible change during the year.  Final allocations will be subject to final NYSED allocations to LEAs and final Congressional Authorization.  
The Title IIA Supplemental allocations give priority to schools where classes are in excess of 20 pupils and academic performance is poor.  
Program requirements for the federal funding are as follows: 
· The first priority is to use funds to reduce class size in a grade. If space is not available to form additional classes, funds may support push-in teachers to supplement the instructional program. Priority must be given to reducing class size in general education settings. 
· Each full (1.0) classroom position generates a 0.2 cluster position.  For example, two classroom teachers generate 0.4 cluster positions.  These cluster teachers must be the individuals who actually provide coverage for the staff funded by this program.
· Push-in teachers do not require preparation period coverage and no cluster positions may be scheduled for push-in teachers.

Please note that all teachers funded by Federal Title IIA Supplemental must meet the No Child Left Behind definition of highly qualified.  Principals have received printouts from the Division of Human Resources detailing the status of their current staff. Allocations provide teacher positions at the school’s average teacher salary.  Schools will be required to budget all teacher positions at their average salary.
Guidelines for Calculating Class Size Reduction  

Classes created through the Federal Title IIA Supplemental program may not include classes that would have been organized absent the program.  The overall total of teachers must be greater than the number of teachers required by the contract.  For example, a school with a grade 1 enrollment of 60 students, under the UFT Collective Bargaining Agreement, would be required to organize two classes.  If the school funds only two grade 1 teachers, no Title IIA Supplemental funds may be used.  The school could fund a third classroom or fund a push-in teacher for the two contractually required classes.  Note that contractual class sizes limits are:  K = 25 and grades 1 through 3 = 32.

There are many situations that could result in different class formations, such as organizing bilingual classes or inclusion classes.  The goal is to maximize services to students while meeting federal requirements. 

As evidence of compliance with funding source guidelines, schools must make the following documentation available if requested:
· list of staff funded by the program

· class rosters for all classes on the grade

· evidence funded teachers meet the No Child Left Behind definition of highly qualified

NOTE:  No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Federal Title IIA funds are provided to increase student academic achievement by improving the quality of teachers and principals.  The program can be carried out in multiple ways including: increasing the number of highly qualified teachers in classrooms (i.e., class-size reduction); increasing the number of high quality assistant principals; and increasing teacher and principal effectiveness.  It is the expectation that schools will continue to prioritize use of Title IIA funds to reduce class size and pupil teacher ratio.  In cases where this is not feasible, schools should consult with their BFSC team for additional guidance and consideration regarding allowable uses of Title IIA funds.
FS10 Snapshot

All Title I, Title IIA, and Title III LEP and Immigrant allocations must be scheduled completely in Galaxy by 2:30 pm Friday, July 29, 2016, at which time an FS10 snapshot will be taken.  Funds that 
have been scheduled and approved will appear on the state’s FS10 financial document and will be submitted - along with budget narratives - as part of the 2017 NCLB Consolidated Application for review and approval by the New York State Education Department.   All NCLB funds should be scheduled in support of the school comprehensive education plan (SCEP/CEP). 
The allotment has been placed in the following allocation categories:
· Title IIA Supplemental 

· Sequester/2010 Census Title IIA 

The FY 2017 Federal Title IIA Supplemental Allocation is presented on the attached table.
Click here to download a copy of the School Allocation Memorandum.

Attachment:   

Table 1 – Title IIA School Allocations (click here for a downloadable Excel file)
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