CUNY- CREATIVE ARTS TEAM

In connection with our requirements contract for Prevention & Intervention Services CAT conducts both
on-site and off-site staff development workshops for teachers, staff, administrators and other non-
pedagogical personnel. The sessions familiarize educators with participant-centered strategies and
activities to teach social, emotional, physical and cognitive skills to children, to integrate drama across
curricula and to address violence prevention and related issues of bias, anger management and bullying.

On-Site Professional Development
Options include, but are not limited to:

Exploring Social Issues Through Drama

Participants will explore the step-by-step process of designing workshops using techniques such
as the mini-script, literature-to-life (using short stories, newspaper articles, etc.) still
pictures/Tableau, and role-play.

Coping with Conflict: Conflict Resolution Through Drama
This class will introduce drama strategies that are useful in exploring critical social issues.

Coping with Crisis: Drama as a Medium for Post-Trauma Issues
Participants will learn to adapt and sequence these strategies to enhance self-awareness, build
creative problem-solving skills, and identify and manage different emotional states.

Understanding Diversity
The course will introduce participants to a theoretical framework, as well as the effective use of
games, role-play, and oral history in an active investigation of diversity issues.

Early Learning Through the Arts
With this hands-on experience, teachers are able to incorporate a range of drama strategies and
methods into their regular classroom activities.

Drama Across the Curriculum
Sessions familiarize participants with theatre strategies and activities to enhance and promote
literacy, communication and critical thinking skills in children.

Parenting Skills Training — for Family Assistance Workers
The CUNY/CAT Parenting Skills Program can make a measurable impact on schools’ efforts to
support families in this high risk environment.

Approaches to Literacy
Participants will read stories and examine drama strategies that deepen their students’
understanding of plot, conflict, character, and theme.

Professional Development Services are available year-round and can be provided over
various timeframes to accommodate schools. Individual workshops listed above and/or
multi-session options cited below can be mixed and matched to address the needs of a
specific school.

On-Site Mentoring /Modeling for Professional Development
The intensive Mentoring/Modeling option places CAT’s staff at each school site for a sequential
residency. This residency models in-classroom drama sessions addressing skills development. A
pre- and post- Staff Development Session is given at each site. These residencies build the
capacity of teachers to use drama and the arts not only to support individual students, but to
affect the entire curriculum and the whole learning environment.
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o Off-Site Professional Development

The City University of New York’s Paul A. Kaplan Center for Educational Drama offers
teachers training opportunities in a range of educational drama and theatre methodologies that
focus on active approaches to student-centered learning. Activities include a year-round program
of practical course and special events led by CAT's senior artistic staff, as well as guest
instructors who are internationally recognized experts in the field. The Kaplan Center currently
offers three (3) graduate certificate programs for DOE staff and other youth serving professionals.
Each certificate is comprised of four 3-credit classes that address meeting specific educational
objectives through interactive drama strategies. Information about the following certificates can
be found on the CUNY website:

http://sps.gc.cuny.edu/kaplan

® Drama in the Classroom
e Teaching Artist Certificate
e Creating Theatre with Young People

GOALS: Promote the integration of drama throughout the curriculum to facilitate and
deepen the whole learning process by offering participants a learning ‘experience
that actively explores the uses of educational drama to enhance classroom
curricula and help students develop critical reasoning and decision-making skills.

OUTCOME: Classroom teachers and other participants acquire the skills and confidence to
use drama as an instructional strategy for enlivening the academic curriculum
and deepening learning in all subject areas.

Contact name:; Melonie Orr

Email: melonie.orr@mail.cuny.edu
Organization: CUNY- Creative Arts Team
Phone#: 212-652-2833

Faxi: 212-652-2809

Website: www.cuny.edu/creativeartsteam
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