
Arts Achieve Definitions and Roles 

• Arts Achieve general summary: The research study is to help us better understand the 
role of assessment in the arts and how it can improve results for student achievements 
in dance, music, theater, and visual arts.  For more information, please go to: 
http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/ArtsAchieve.html 
 

• Facilitator: The coach from the arts organization who partners with school teachers to 
support teaching and learning in the classroom based on data, evidence of student 
learning, looking at student work.  The Facilitator works with the school arts team and 
the designated teacher to devise an inquiry question related to the arts teaching and 
learning and a subsequent action research plan.  They dedicate twenty‐two days per 
school year to support the arts/classroom teachers at the school site.  

 
• Partner Art Teacher: The school’s designated teacher of the arts (dance, music, theater 

or visual art) that works directly on an ongoing basis with the facilitator.  
 

• Arts Achieve Main Contact: This person is the main contact for the entire Arts Achieve 
project.  The Arts Achieve main contact is usually the Principal or Assistant Principal.  
The Arts Achieve Leader is responsible for disseminating information to the Partner Arts 
Teacher and other Arts Achieve team members if necessary.  All Arts Achieve related 
communication from the Department of Education will be directed primarily to the Arts 
Achieve Leader.  The Arts Achieve Leader’s role is key for smooth execution of the 
project.  

 
• Arts Education Liaison: The school appointed arts education support person who in 

most cases has already been designated.  The Arts Education Liaison is to be a key 
support in the organizing the five school arts team planning meetings.  The Arts 
Education Liaison also serves as the conduit for arts learning and helps all students meet 
New York State Instructional Requirements for arts education.  

 
• Adjudicator/Proctor: The person(s) sent by the DOE to oversee and advise the students 

during Arts Achieve assessments days only.  While they will be in charge of various 
duties related to the Arts Achieve assessments, they are not responsible for maintaining 
order in the classes during the assessments.  

 
• Testing Coordinator: The designated Testing Coordinator in each school with be in 

communication with the DOE and their school to ensure smooth deliverables prior to, 
during, and post assessments.  He/she will be streamlining information from the Arts 
Grant Officer (Vanessa Oguchi) to individuals involved in the assessment/performance 
task processes in Arts Achieve.  

 



• On‐site Teacher:  A non‐arts teacher that is present during the Arts Achieve 
assessments to assist the adjudicators with class discipline and order.  The on‐site 
teacher must not communicate any information about the assessment contents to the 
Arts Specialist/Arts Teacher.   

 
• Control/Treatment School: Arts Achieve randomly selected all schools as either 

“Control” or “Treatment” schools.  Control schools will have the benefit of class level 
data from the performance assessments and only participate in the assessments.  
Treatment schools will have the benefit of class level data, as well as facilitator supports 
to their schools and ongoing professional development. 

  
• Ning: Technology platform used to help improve student achievement in the arts 

through the innovative use of technology, student assessment and shared curriculum 
resources.  This network is a place for project participants (teachers, facilitators and arts 
organization representatives) to connect, collaborate, experiment, and share.  
http://artsachieve.ning.com/main/authorization/signIn?target=http%3A%2F%2Fartsachi
eve.ning.com%2F  

 
• Assessments: Arts Achieve assessments will occur two times per year (once in October 

and once in June).  These assessments are taken by students in participating Arts classes 
based at the Treatment and Control schools in the targeted discipline.  The results are 
confidential and will be provided to both Control and Treatment schools to help inform 
decisions about instruction, scheduling and student learning.   

 

  

 


