[image: image1.jpg]Department of
Education





How Can Elementary Classroom Teachers Extend and Support a Quality Arts Education?

What Counts in Elementary Classroom Teacher Led Arts Instruction?

A quality arts education should be spearheaded by certified arts teachers and teaching artists from cultural institutions versed in excellent, sequential Blueprint-based instruction. However, classroom teachers can extend and support the work of these trained specialists in a number of appropriate ways related to the following Blueprint strands: Literacy in the Arts, Making Connections, Community & Cultural Resources, and Careers & Lifelong Learning. Teachers comfortable with Arts Making instruction should consult the Blueprint for further guidance about goals and activities.
Please see the initial questions below and then consider the listing by arts discipline of recommendations for Elementary Classroom Teacher led arts instruction.

Five Questions for the Elementary School Leader
1. Does my current arts education program align with my vision for the arts in my school?

2. Do I provide sequential learning for my students in the four arts form?

3. Do my classroom teachers regularly confer and plan with the arts teachers in my school?

4. Do my classroom arts regularly confer with teaching artists who are in residence in my school?

5. Do my students have adequate opportunities to perform, present and exhibit their art for our school community?

Dance:
Examples of Instruction that Counts:

· Dance Making: Leading guided discovery activities in which children explore body shapes, basic locomotive skills, movement qualities, and spatial concepts in response to imagery, stories, themes, music and visual artworks.

· Dance Literacy: 
· Encouraging children to describe dance movements using expressive language (e.g., “sharp,” “smooth,” “light,” “heavy”). 
· Engaging children in discussions to compare and contrast various styles and genres of dance, choreographers and dance works.
· Making Connections: Teaching children about the dances of various cultures and historical periods, and discussing the purpose of these dances (social, ritual, theatrical).
· Community and Cultural Resources: Taking children to professional dance performances and building in opportunities for them to respond to the experience verbally, in writing and in movement.

· Careers and Lifelong Learning: 
· Introducing children to the wide variety of professions in and related to dance, identifying their diverse roles and functions. 
· Encouraging children to identify and share dances from their family, culture, and community.
Does Not Count:

· Leading children in the Hokey-Pokey, with no identification of movement shape, quality, space, direction or rhythm.

· Presenting a talent show that includes dance acts unrelated to in-class dance learning.
· Teaching show choir choreography as routine mimicry without discussion or student creative input. 

Music

Examples of instruction that Counts:

· Music Making: Teaching students to sing, move and play simple rhythmic accompaniments to songs that support learning, are celebratory, emphasize the cultures from which they come, and provide varied opportunities for self-expression. 
· Music Literacy: 
· Encouraging children to identify, sing, move to and describe musical elements (high-low, soft-loud, fast slow, short-long, dark-bright, etc.). 
· Encouraging students to experience distinguish and describe music that is representative of varying styles, genres, languages and cultures.

· Making Connections: Encouraging children to identify the country of origin and basic cultural characteristics of music to which they listen and also perform, e.g. Mariachi violin, trumpet, guitar “orchestras”; Salsa percussion and brass “choirs;” Indian, Pakistani sitars, tabla, ragas, etc.

· Community and Cultural Resources: 
· Encouraging children to identify cultural resources such as libraries, community music schools, after school music programs, concert halls, etc. in their neighborhoods. 
· Enabling students to attend live musical performances followed by oral, written or musical responses to these experiences.

· Careers and Lifelong Learning: Encouraging children to identify music-makers in their family, school and residential communities.

Does Not Count:

· Singing the Star Spangled Banner or My Country ‘Tis of Thee to begin the day.
· Group singing with no attention to improving students’ pitch, rhythm, use of musical dynamics, contextual awareness.
· Playing background music while students are engaged in unrelated study and activities. 

Theater:

Examples of Instruction that Counts:

· Theater Making: 
· Encouraging students to use their bodies, voices and imaginations to explore character through group theater games focusing on role play, creative movement and/or vocal expression.  
· Introducing multiple forms of theater such as storytelling, improvisation, using scripted text, musical theater, non-verbal communication and puppetry.

· Theater Literacy: 
· Illustrating similarities in dramatic themes and characters in stories, plays and films from various cultures and periods.  
· Investigating elements of the set, costumes lights, props and sound in a production.
· Making Connections:  Enabling students to research and recognize how associated art forms enhance theater production.
· Community and Cultural Resources: 
· Encouraging students to share their original or scripted creations with peers. 
· Planning attendance at a range of diverse theater performances.
· Careers and Lifelong Learning: Identifying the roles of people who work in theater. Articulating that theater is collaborative process.

Does Not Count:

· Having students read aloud from a textbook in class.
· Asking students to sing along to pre-recorded pop music from their desks.
· Having students rote-chant a poem in costume.
Visual Arts:

Examples of Instruction that Counts: 
· Art Making: 
· Teaching students to develop an understanding of the elements of art and the principles of design through the exploration of a variety of media. 
· Engaging students in art activities that deepen their expressive and critical abilities, sharpen their art skills and cultivate their imaginations.
· Art Literacy: 
· Ensuring students understand there is a comprehensive vocabulary in the visual arts related to art making, and responding to and analyzing works of art. 
· Teaching that there is a global history of art making.
· Making Connections: Engaging in learning experiences that demonstrate artwork increases our understanding of the time and place in which it was created.
· Community and Cultural Resources: 
· Embedding visits to local public artworks (statues and monuments, neighborhood murals, MTA Arts for Transit, etc.) and art museums and galleries into curriculum. 
· Engaging students in exploring and discussing works of art.
· Careers and Lifelong Learning: Exploring careers in art-related fields. Developing an understanding of art as a means of expression and a source of lifelong enjoyment.
Does Not Count:

· Making paper plate or template-based holiday decorations, instead of experimenting with a variety of media to create unique works of art.
· Copying museum works of art rather than understanding the qualities of a work of art. from which to draw inspiration, resulting in original works of art. 

· Using coloring book images.
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