Unit: Theater Making p—

Storytelling ' -

OVGI‘ViGW Teacher:
Joe Pagano

Class Sessions:
Once a week for
50 min. session

Benchmarks:
®  Students gain skills as emergent playwrights by using elements of dramatic
literature in writing and theater activities.

School:
PS 150 Queens

®  Students continue to expand their imaginations and process skills associated with acting and writing.
®  Students exercise and refine the actor’s instrument: body, voice, and mind.

m  Students participate in both group and solo activities in rehearsal and performance, demonstrating self-
discipline and the ability to work collaboratively.

m  Students practice constructive responses to theater performance using observable evidence to support their
opinions.

Big Idea(s) of this Unit
B Why do we need to tell stories?”
m Drama/Theater validates student’s voices.
m Drama/Theater can come from “Seed Ideas"

m Drama is a collaborative art form.

Project Description

B Students will use basic storytelling/acting skills to present their written stories which have been based upon “seed ideas”from
their memoir writing workshop.

Instructional Goal
B Through storytelling /story writing, students will explore the art of storytelling while developing their artistic voices as well as
the actor’s instrument.

Indicators of Student Learning

Students will know:

m Several theater games (1)

B Exercises that help develop body and voice (2)

m Why we tell stories (3)

B The elements of good story telling/ dramatic structure (4)

Students will be able to:

B Use the body and voice expressively (5)

B Create characters from their stories (6)

B Identify, understand, and apply the vocabulary and basic elements of Storytelling (7)
m Use critique to support and help improve each others work (8)

Students will understand that:

W People tell stories for many reasons (9)

m Storytelling is an art form itself (10)

-l Storytelling helps us to understand ourselves and others (11)

| Storytelling can develop from our “seed ideas” into a performance that expresses the artistic voice (12)
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StOI'YtEI I i ng continued

Overview continued

Pre-Assessment/Planning

B Have | taught these students before?
Yes, these students in fifth grade class. They performed for an in our 5th grade play, Cinderella by Rogers and Hammerstein.
B What do students already know and understand about this area ofTheater Making?
Students have performed for an audience.
Students understand dramatic structure
Students know what the elements of theater are. i.e.: script, actors, staging, costumes, props, sound, lighting, director, audience,
scenery, stage crew
Students have heard stories.
B What skills related to this unit have students already developed?
Students have experience with seed ideas and memoir writing since 1st grade.
Students have experience with pantomime.
Students have experience with staging.
Students have experience with characterization.
Students have experience with cooperative skills.
B What activity might | use as a pre-assessment tool?
Have students present a “Who Am | Box” (September) where they utilize vocal projection and public speaking skills needed for story
telling.
m How will the students needs be addressed?
After observing the “Who Am I” stories | will assess where the greatest weaknesses are for each student and conference with stu-
dents to address areas of concern, i.e. vocal projection, flow of the presentation, use of the stage, posture, etc.

I will create a supportive environment where students will feel safe to explore their "Artistic Voices” | will do this by creating a stu-
dent generated “Bill of Rights” which the students will sign creating a document promising to respect and support each other in the
class.

Unit Assessment Strategies: What is the evidence of student learning?

Self-Assessment

m Self Critique based on student generated storytelling Rubric.

Peer Assessment

m Peer to Peer critique based on storytelling rubric.

Teacher Assessment

B Logged anecdotes based upon teacher observations during warm-up activities and student responses during classroom

discussions.

B Teacher critique based upon storytelling rubric.

m Notebook grade based on classroom /homework assignments where students reflect upon various classroom activities such as:
a. How does ‘The Very Narrow Bridge'relate to our Storytelling Unit?”
b. Looking back over the work we have done these past four months, what have you learned that you did not know before?
c. About storytelling and about yourself.
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OVGI"VieW continued

Learning Experiences Theater Strands

making literacy connections resources careers

Warm-up / 10 min./ Zip-Zap-Zop (These warm-ups use through-
out the Unit for cooperation, commitment and concentration skills
building

Assessment/ teacher/Logged Anecdotal

Lesson: \Why Tell Stories? Students create a“WORD WEB"and
through discussion and guided questions they discover reasons for
storytelling. (See Il A)

Guided Questions:

Who do you think the first storytellers were? Why do you think
they told stories? What do you think their stories were about? How
did these storytellers tell their stories? Do you think language was
the most important thing the first storytellers used in telling their
stories? How would you know that a caveman was talking about

a T-REX and not a Saber tooth tiger? What do we call acting like a
character? CHARACTERIZATION!

We addressed storytelling as:

B Teaching lessons (Fairytales, Fables)

B Exploring culture and tradition (Folktales, Tall —tales, Folklore)

m Explaining the unknown (Legend, Myths, Folklore)

B Entertaining (Ghost stories, Comic tales from everyday life. jokes)

Teacher Assessment: Notebooks

Learning Indicators: 1,2,3,6,9,12,

Warm-up: 10 min. Zip-Zap-Bop (Refer to session 1)

Lesson: "One Word Story”/Students sit in a large circle and are told
to create a story with each person adding a word. Some words
cannot be used such as: Then, When, So, And. (etc.) A scribe writes
down the words as they come from the students.

Guided question: After this exercise | would ask the question is this

a good story?
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Overview continued

Learning Experiences

Teacher models, the “Taco Story” This story is based on an incident
from my youth. | use all the elements of good storytelling | want my
students to utilize in their stories.

Guided questions: \\as that a good story? Why?

What makes a good story? What makes a good storyteller?
Homework assignment: \\rite in response to the guided questions
which will be used to create a Checklist/Rubric for storytelling.
Teacher Assessment: Notebook/Assignment and future Rubric/
Checklist for Storytelling

Learning Outcome: 3, 4, maybe 10, 11, and 12.

Warm-up: 10 min. The Hula-Hoop Race

Lesson Focus: \What makes a good story? What makes a good
storyteller? Students will read their answers and through discussion,
discover what makes a good story and a good storyteller.

Guided questions:

What made the Taco Story good? As a storyteller what did | do that
made the story “Good"? Students devise a Storytelling Checklist and
create a Rubric for their presentation as a homework or classroom
assignment.

Teacher Assessment: Notebook: Homework /Class work based on
notes and discussion

Learning Indicators: 4,6,9, 10, 11,and 12.

Warm-up / Lesson: “The Very Narrow Bridge”: Students build a nar-
row bridge out of blocks about 15 feet long. Two students go to op-
posite ends of the bridge and are told that their job is to reach the
other side and help the other traveler to get to their destination.
(See Student Work Sample- Il A/Photos IIB)

Guided questions: \What did you learn from this theater game and
how can we use what you discovered in our unit on Storytelling.

Teacher Assessment: Notebook/Assignment

Learning Indicators: 1,6, and 8

Warm-up 10 min. Zip, Zap, Zop

Theater Strands

making

literacy

connections

resources

careers
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OVGI"VieW continued

Learning Experiences Theater Strands

making literacy connections resources careers

Lesson: Students will use their Assignment from 2 weeks ago and
apply their work creating a Student Generated Checklist/Rubric.
(See Storytelling Checklist/Rubric-IlIC)

Teacher Assessment: See the assessment for session #3

Learning Indicators: 4,6, 8, 10, and 12

Warm-up: 10 min. Isolation Exercises.

Lesson: How do we Use the Rubric for Storytelling? Students will
be asked to use the posted Storytelling Checklist/ Rubric to critique
each other. We will begin with teacher “Taco”story and have the
students critique it. Students will realize that a critique is an oppor-
tunity to support your peers by mentioning something positive first.
When making suggestions, students will be asked use the form of
a question to assist their peers in coming to their own realizations.
(See Method of Assessment Reflection IIC) Students will then begin
to perform their stories with the class using Self-Critique and Peer-
Peer Critique (See Storytelling Film Clip IIE)

Teacher Assessment: Self-Critique, Peer-Peer Critique, and Teacher
Critique.

Learning Indicators: 1,2,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11,12

Warm-ups: Address the students’ needs for the Unit, i.e,, Character
Walk, which helps students with characterization.

Lessons: See Session 5
Teacher Assessment: Refer to session 5

Learning Outcomes; Refer to Session 5

Lesson: Students were asked to write a paper using their notebooks
reflecting what they have learned about storytelling and themselves
during the course of this Unit on Storytelling. (See Attached IID)

Teacher Assessment; \Written Assignment

Learning Indicators: 12,3,4,56,7,89,10,11,12,


http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/images/theaterunits/??????
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Assessment Tools: Student’s Rights and Responsibilities

My Responsibilities/My Rights

I have the responsibility to treat others with compassion.

I have a right to be happy and be treated with compassion in this class.

This means I will not laugh at others, tease others or try to hurt the feelings of others.
This means no one will laugh at me or hurt my feelings.

I have the responsibility to Respect others as individuals and not to treat others unfairly
I have the right to be myself in this class.

This means that no one will treat me unfairly

Because they are:
Black or White
Fat or Thin
Boy or Girl
Adult or Child

Because I am:
Black or White
Fat or Thin
Boy or Girl
Adult or Child

I have the responsibility to make this class safe by not:
Hitting anyone
Kicking anyone
Pushing anyone
Punching anyone

Hurting anyone.
I have the right to be safe in this class.

This means that no one will:
Hit me
Kick me
Push me
Threaten me

or hurt me.

Student Signature

Parent Signature
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Assessment Tools: Storytelling Web
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Assessment Tools: Storytelling Rubric Checklist

Level 4- Excellent
Playwriting: a. Beginning, Middle, End (a sequential Plot)
(includes ALL of the following elements) b. Conflict/Resolution/solution
¢. Rising Action
d. At least 2 characters with dialogue
e. Must be based upon a “seed idea”from memoir writing.
f. Strong Opening
g. Strong Closing

Acting: h.Vocal Projection, articulation and enunciation.
i. Characterization for at least 2 characters.
j. Utilize the stage/use eye contact.
k. Engage and entice the audience with details and descriptive

language.

Playwriting: a. Beginning, Middle, End (a sequential Plot)
(includes at least SIX of the following elements) b. Conflict/Resolution/solution
¢. Rising Action
d. At least 2 characters with dialogue
e. Must be based upon a“seed idea” from memoir writing.
f. Strong Opening
g. Strong Closing

Acting: h.Vocal Projection, articulation, enunciation
i. Characterization for at least one character.
j. Use eye contact to engage the audience.
k. Engage the audience.
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Assessment Tools:
Storytelling Rubric Checklist

continued

2- Room for improvement

Playwriting:
(includes at least FOUR of the following elements)

Acting:

1- Needs work

a. Beginning, Middle, End (a sequential Plot)

b. Conflict/Resolution/solution

¢. Rising Action

d. At least 2 characters with dialogue

e. Must be based upon a“seed idea” from memoir writing.
f. Strong Opening

g. Strong Closing

h. Vocal Projection
i. Some characterization.
j. Somewhat engaging for the audience.

Playwriting:
(includes TWO OR FEWER of the following)

Acting:

a. Beginning, Middle, End (a sequential Plot)

b. Conflict/Resolution/solution

c. Rising Action

d. At least 2 characters with dialogue

e. Must be based upon a“seed idea” from memoir writing.
f. Strong Opening

g. Strong Closing

h. Little if any vocal projection’
i. No characterization.
j. Difficult for the audience to follow.
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Student Work

Click here for a sample of student
storytelling and reflection



http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/Theater/ElemTheaterUnit.html
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http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/images/theaterunits/19a.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/Theater/ElemTheaterUnit.html
http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/Theater/ElemTheaterUnit.html
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Student Work
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