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GUIDANCE FOR ARTS INSTRUCTION
Considerations in Finalizing School Budgets

Why are the arts so essential for students and schools?

The impact of the arts on the healthy development of students, both intellectually and socially, is an important factor in providing rigorous standards-based arts instruction to all students at every grade level. The inherent value in studying the arts is that it provides many benefits that support your school’s broader goals for student learning. Integration of arts education can effectively engage students in all areas of study, helping to raise student achievement.  Rigorous arts instruction cannot exist in a vacuum. The arts need to be taught in the context of history, society, and culture to allow students to make concrete connections to their other academic courses. Stressing critical thinking and other Common Core strategies in the arts and the content areas increases children’s chances for success.

Are the arts required?

The New York State Education Department (NYSED) Instructional Requirements for the
Arts outline the continuum of educational experiences students need for their academic
and social development. The DOE requires schools to meet the NYSED Instructional
Requirements for the arts as outlined below and are ensuring their full implementation.
The DOE uses the NYSED Instructional Requirements for the Arts to form the basis of arts education because they are developmentally appropriate, and because we know that teaching and learning in these subjects is extremely beneficial for our students.


	STATE & CITY REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES

	PRE K-K: Each such school operating a pre-kindergarten or kindergarten program shall establish and provide an educational program based on and adapted to the ages, interests, and needs of the children. Learning activities in such programs shall include dance, music, theater and visual arts.




	GRADES 1-3: In grades 1 through 3, all students shall receive instruction that is designed to facilitate their attainment of the State elementary learning standards in the arts, including dance, music, theater, and visual arts.

Twenty percent of the weekly time spent in school should be allocated to dance, music, theatre, and visual arts. In New York City, this is the equivalent of approximately 186 hours throughout the entire school year equally allocated between dance, music, theater, and visual arts.

	GRADES 4-6: In grades 4 through 6, all students shall receive instruction that is designed to facilitate their attainment of the State elementary learning standards in the arts, including dance, music, theater, and visual arts.

Ten percent of the weekly time spent in school should be allocated to dance, music, theater, and visual arts. In New York City, this is the equivalent of approximately 93 hours throughout the entire school year equally allocated between dance, music, theater, and visual arts.

	GRADES 7-8: All students shall be provided instruction designed to enable them to achieve, by the end of grade 8, State intermediate learning standards in the arts, including one-half unit of study in the visual arts, and one half unit of study in music. *In New York City, one-half unit is the equivalent of approximately 55 hours of instruction by a licensed arts teacher and may be offered in dance, music, theater or visual arts.

	GRADES 9-12: New York State Graduation requirements for the arts include one unit (one year) in visual arts and/or music, dance, or theater. In New York City, one unit of credit is the equivalent of approximately 108 hours of instruction by a licensed arts teacher.





What should be taught in the arts?

The NYSED Instructional Requirements for the Arts outline required student participation
from pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade. The Blueprint for Teaching and Learning
in the Arts, Pre-K-12 defines a course of quality arts teaching and learning that supports
age-appropriate student achievement in dance, music, theater, and visual arts. It
provides a standards-based, rigorous approach to teaching the arts and were created
in partnership with the New York City cultural community. 

The Blueprint gives New York City’s students the opportunity to delve deeply into each art form and to take advantage of the resources of our culture-rich city, while providing teachers the latitude to create an instructional program that demonstrates student learning and progress over time and in varied dimensions. The Blueprint and accompanying tools that help assess the quality of arts teaching and learning in your school are available on the Office of the Arts and Special Projects (OASP) website:


·  Blueprint for Teaching and Learning in the Arts, Pre-K-12 in Dance, Music, Theater, and Visual arts
http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/blueprints.html

· Learning Walkthroughs in the Arts (self assessment tool for school leaders)
http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/leaders.html

·  Hallmarks of an Effective Music Lesson
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/blueprints/music-blueprint.html

·  Hallmarks of an Effective Dance Lesson
http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/blueprints/dance-blueprint.html

· Hallmarks of an Effective Visual Arts Lesson
http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/blueprints/visual-arts-blueprint.html

· Hallmarks of an Effective Theater Lesson
http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/teachlearn/arts/blueprints/theater-blueprint.html


How to develop an arts or cultural partnership

New York City-based non-profit arts and cultural organizations have a long tradition
of partnering with City schools to supplement and bolster their arts programs. These
relationships are widely recognized for the enrichment opportunities they provide for
students. The staff affiliated with cultural organizations allows schools to tap into a tremendous
pool of talented and experienced educators and teaching artists to expand and
enrich their arts offerings for students.  

What steps should a school follow in planning a quality arts program?
The following questions can be used as a tool to assist you in identifying needs and
supporting arts education in your school in order to ensure that all of your students have
access to an appropriate arts education:

1. Does my school meet NYSED Instructional Requirements in the Arts?
a. What number of students are not meeting NYSED Instructional Requirements in the
Arts?
b. What are the major barriers preventing students from participating in the arts?

2. Have I designated an Arts Education Liaison from my school staff?

3. Does the school schedule allow enough time during the day to provide the arts for students according to NYSED Instructional Requirements in the Arts? What are my scheduling needs and how can I address them?
a. Reorganizing my schedule?
b. Staggering arts teachers throughout the school day?
c. Rotating students in different arts experiences throughout the school year?
d. Providing professional development for elementary classroom teachers so they can
work with their students in the arts?
e. As an elementary school have I considered engaging the services of arts and cultural 
organizations to help fulfill my requirements for the arts according to the required 
instructional hours?

4. Have I allocated the appropriate space and equipment for arts learning? What are my
space needs?
a. Dance studio: sprung floors; wall of mirrors; wooden double-height bars; access to CD
player
b. Visual Arts studio: large sink; storage shelves and cabinets; windows and appropriate 
lighting; movable chairs and tables; well-stocked supplies; overhead projector or Smart 
Board and screen
c. Theater studio: designated playing area; portable seating; scripts, videos, props; bins
for storage; CD/DVD player
d. General music room: piano keyboard/acoustic piano; locked space for electronic
equipment; ample lighting; library for print/recorded material; dry erase board; moveable chairs with arm writing space; storage space; A/V equipment, rhythmic accompaniment instruments, discography

5. Does my school benefit from the arts and cultural resources of New York City? How do
my arts and cultural partners contribute to the educational experiences of my students?

6. Do my arts teachers and cultural partners engage students in high-quality arts experiences
that address the five strands of the Blueprints for Teaching and Learning in the
Arts, Pre-K-12  (e.g., arts making, developing literacy in the arts, making connections,
community & cultural resources, and careers and lifelong learning)?

7. Have I budgeted to maximize the arts experiences available to my students? Have I leveraged various funding streams including school’s supplemental arts funding?

SAMPLE SCHOOL EXPENDITURES:
School Arts Staff/Teachers
Partnerships
Professional Performances
Field trips
Transportation
Professional Development
Equipment and/or repairs
Per session activities
Supplies


For further support please contact:

artsandspecialprojects@schools.nyc.gov

Office of the Arts and Special Projects
52 Chambers Street, Room 113
212.374.0300
artsandspecialprojects@schools.nyc.gov
http://schools.nyc.gov/artseducation
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