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Closing the Achievement Gap





Sample Lesson Plan: Choral Reading Activity

AIM: Students will learn about choral reading and will perform a choral reading of all 20 lines of the poem, “Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes.

DO NOW: Imagine yourself as an older person speaking to a child. What advice would you give to help that child be a better person? Write 2 or 3 sentences.

Lesson Steps

1. Overview of Lesson

2. Go over “DO NOW”: Chart and discuss students’ words of advice 

3. Discussion: Quick conversation about what students know about poetry

A. Teacher reads Langston Hughes’ poem, “Mother to Son” (as 

        written by the poet)

B. Teacher then describes the process of choral reading, i.e., 

reading a text together in a dramatic way, similar to a choir 

singing a song together with different parts

C. Teacher models and teaches students to read the poem in groups 

        using the student handout

4. Student Practice Activity: Teacher divides the students into three groups. The three groups practice their parts while the teacher circulates to assist each group.

5. Assessment Activity: Students perform the poem.

6. Students Write Brief Responses to the Phrase: “What lessons does Langston Hughes’ poem, ‘Mother to Son’ teach that I can use to live a better life?”

Homework: Write a 5 to 8 sentence paragraph expanding upon your response to: “What lessons does Langston Hughes’ poem, ‘Mother to Son’ teach that I can use to live a better life?”

Langston Hughes' Mother to Son

Reference: http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/mother-to-son/



In this poem, Hughes writes about a mother speaking to her son about life's experiences. He uses the metaphor of a crystal stair. 

Well, son, I'll tell you:
Life for me ain't been no crystal stair.
It's had tacks in it,
And splinters,
And boards torn up,
And places with no carpet on the floor --
Bare.
But all the time
I'se been a-climbin' on,
And reachin' landin's,
And turnin' corners,
And sometimes goin' in the dark
Where there ain't been no light.
So boy, don't you turn back.
Don't you set down on the steps
'Cause you finds it's kinder hard.
Don't you fall now --
For I'se still goin', honey,
I'se still climbin',
And life for me ain't been no crystal stair.

Langston Hughes' Mother to Son

Reference: http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/mother-to-son/
STUDENT HANDOUT

For Choral Reading: Three groups of Students 



Well, son, I'll tell you:
Life for me ain't been no crystal stair.                    ALL


It's had tacks in it,                                                Group 1
And splinters,
And boards torn up,
And places with no carpet on the floor --
Bare.


But all the time                                                    Group 2
I'se been a-climbin' on,
And reachin' landin's,
And turnin' corners,
And sometimes goin' in the dark
Where there ain't been no light.


So boy, don't you turn back.                                   Group 3
Don't you set down on the steps
'Cause you finds it's kinder hard.


Don't you fall now –                                               Each group repeats this line
For I'se still goin', honey,                                       ALL
I'se still climbin',
And life for me ain't been no crystal stair.

