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Student Materials

 Access to a conmputer with Internet connectivity.

 Textbook sel ected by teacher or Social Studies departnment.

 Spiral notebook (or a folder created in Mcrosoft Ofice) to be used
as VE Economi cs Jour nal / Not ebook

Time Frame

These nmaterials have been devel oped to be conparable to a one-senester
course in high school economics. There are 16 | essons because the

typi cal senmester in New York City high schools is approximtely 16
weeks. We assune that the typical Virtual Enterprise class neets for two
40-m nute periods per day, for a total of ten periods each week. “Staff
Trai ning” in econonics should be provided to assure that all of the
standards for the teaching of econom cs have been net.

The | essons have been tined according to the cal endar of activities for
a typical Virtual Enterprise firm Topics in economics have been
selected to coincide with the activities that the VE enpl oyees will be
working on at a given tine. Coordinators mght want to use the Cal endar
of Topics as a guide, or may w sh to adapt the calendar to the needs of
their particular VE firm

Implementation

It nust be enphasized that the tone and atnosphere of the Virtua
Ent er pri se busi ness should not change to that of a traditional classroom
during the delivery of the econom cs |essons. Lessons should be
presented as “staff training” to the enployees in the VE firm |If
possi bl e, the student/enpl oyees might be selected to deliver sone of the
| essons instead of the teacher/ coordinator. Coordinators should
continue to use the technol ogy avail able at the school site to its

maxi mum potential during delivery of the economics curriculum Lessons
can be presented usi ng PowerPoi nt ™ (or another presentations software).
The econonics journal /notebook can take the formof an electronic
portfolio, and assignnents can bee-nmailed to the instructor in the form
of a meno. Avoid the word “homework” at all costs. Readi ngs may be
assigned fromthe textbook, a re-printed nmagazine article, or a web
site. However these readings should be assigned as “preparation for a
nmeeting or workshop,” not as “homework” per se. The coordinator

shoul d use “teachabl e nonents” within the typical Virtual Enterprise

wor kday to refer to concepts in the economics curriculumthat relate to
the activity at hand. Likew se, during delivery of the

econom cs curriculum it is inmportant to use exanples fromthe work
world of Virtual Enterprise as a constant reference.



